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e) Gee jl p who travelled through Indie in the last 
c. 270-300) 


quarter of the 7th cont, seems —— to the fire ruler of the 

Gupte dynasty, when he states that about 500 years ago a great king 
Sri-Gupte built a temple for Chinese pilgrins near Mrga~sikhe-vana, 
which was about 500 miles tp the east of Nelenis. This would place 

Sri Gupta in the vicinity of Murshidabad Distt. of Bengal in about” 
A.D, 175 to 200, On tho other hani the Gupta inscriptions begin that 
genealogy from Maharaja Gupta, uho was the greni-father of Ceniraguptia ` 
I? we take 319 A.D, as the date of Candra Gupta I, the date of his , 
greni-father Maharaja Gupta (called Adiraja in Poona plates of Prabha- " 
vets, Gupta) would be about 270 A.D, Was, then, Msharaja Gupta identical | 
with Sri Gupta mentioned by I-tsing, or they were different persons ? . 
The slight difference in their names, and the difference of a 100 years 
in time, has led some scholars to regard them eg different persons, | | 
Putting Sri Gupta & 100 years before Maharaja Gupte, whey have supposed | 
one or tuo wnknown generations more to fill up the gep, But Allen 


rightiy identifies the two rulers, The difference in their names is 
not & serious difficulty, for Sri of Sri Gupte cen bo teken as honori- | 
fic, The objection of time can be angered bythe fact that I-tsing's S j 
statement about en event fer remote from his tine, was based on encient | 
tradition or hearsay, Moreover, I-tsing mentions the period in round | | 
figures, ana to say 500 for 450 is not an uncommon experience, We nay, | 
therefore, safely conclude that both Sri Gupta end Meheraja Gupta were | 

identical persons, ani that the Gupta dynasty began with Mahsraja Gupte 
as the evidence of their records shows, 


 Ghatotkeca | About his son, Nahareja Ghatotimen, we know frm 1 
Le, 300-319) § ۱ 


the AJlahabad. Piller SE only that he, like his father, 

styled as Maharaja, Some scholars regard Ghatotkaes as the seme pe 

ug Kaca „Kaca whose name occurs on gold coins, But those > sona tens on 1 
وس ن‎ 


king Ghatofasa was not entitled to ise geld ze 
cannot be idontical with Kaca, No other exclusivo cee 
Gupta rulers is fund's Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. EL 
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Jí J {Ce 350-874) |‏ ر 
Somûragupte succeeded his father Condregupta I, Like his father, he‏ 


SS ee ae rs 


Condregupbiale yy ^v amginpasio PEERAA مماقة‎ tem -— tatha, —— 
(c. 219-550) 9 ston jenapeden ser7on beer Gupte-vemge jah ah. P 
CE SRE o (Purana), ~ 

The Allehabed Piller Inscription mentions Cendragupta after Ghetot- | 
kaca, The title of Maherajadhiraja of Cendregupte in contrast with the —— 
simple title of Maharaja of his forefethers, accounts for the assumption 
that through his metrimoniel allience with the Licchevis, he rose io —— 
the powerful stetus of en Emperor end started the Gupta era to conmemo~ 3 
rate hig succession to the throne in 319 A.D, About his last dete we — 
have no definite evidence, (Gold coins comemorete his marriage with e 
the Licchivi Princess). 


e 


Samudragupta | icc to the AXlahsbed: Piller eu 


o is styled as Maharajadhiraja. The Nalanda Copper-plate and Gaya 
Coppereplete dated 5 and 9 Gupte years (4 D, 324 & 328) respectively, 
uitieh cve attributed to Soemuiragupte, seem to be spurious, Therefore i 
thay cannot be reliable for determining the date of Semdragupta. Some ` 1 
scholers have tried to identify Samiregupta with Kaca of geld si. D 

zg these coins have ع‎ striking resemblance with those of Semudregupte, 
But Gupta coins i inveriably uge only one real neme of the ruler, Hence 


Kaca exi Samrivagupta must be taken as different monarchs, Kaca may 


gupta, According to them Kaca, being jealous of his fortunate younger 
brother Seuudresuota, ized the opportunity of capturing the throne 

when their father Candragupta i died on The other bank of Ganga, ani 

when Ssmudvaguota, who was elected by his fether to succeed, was 1 
absent from the capital, This supposition may seem to derive some sort | 
of confirmation from internal evidence of the inscription, Vizes ` - 
lntlaje-nlansnodvilesi eli === "looked at with envy with feces, nelan- ve 
choly (through the rejection of thomselves) by others of equal birth 
The gaps after the vorge "Aryo hityupaguhye ..." may have contained — 
reference to the fratricide]. vers along with tho rebellion of other ` — 
feudatory kings also, But nothing definite can be inferred fron. 
fragments, Tho difficulty of placing Kaca before 


Semuirogupte ge unthinkable, Lx wes § 
ino in the Gupte DEEN: هقی‎ 
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Remagupta | Before the discovery of a play "Dovi-Cendregupten" y 
(c. 574-575) | 5 ! 
by Visakhedetta, Camiragunta II was held as the imediate successor of 
Sunviregupte, But through a critical. swuiy of this play it was found 
that Samulvegupte was succeeded by his eldest son Ramagupte. According 
to "Devi-Caniraguntem", a contemporary Soke. king overwhelmed him and 
demanded from him big queen Dhruvedevi, in whore guise Caniragupte II A 


went to Sakapati and 12333 him, م‎ Caniragupta II murdered his À 
alder brothor Ramazupia eni married hig widow, 

Apert from the literary evidences of Bana (Hargacaritam), Sanker- 
anya (Hersecarite-tike), and Abul Hassan Ai (Mejma-ut-tarikh) to con 
firn these events, there sro epigraphic records also, In Senjen Plates | 
of Anoghaversa X, dated 871 A.D., it ig stated "thet donor in the Kali | 
yuga, who was of the Gupta lineage, having killed his brother, we are | 
told, seized his kingdom ami wife." This is further proved by the fact 

thet Dimuvadevi, the nane of Cendragupta II's queen occuring in Gupta 
records is the seme ss the name of Remegupta’ s whiz vicon Caniragupta 
is represented in tho play to have rervied, Ths disgraceful compliance 
of خنانیتام تا‎ with the donemi of the Sekepeti moy انیت‎ the absence 
of his name frou the Gupta. records, The total absence of his coins 
imiicetes his very short reign, 


Coxiregunte II | Cendrogupta II, after killing his brother Renan i 
(4.5. 875-4432) § ` 3 «di 


gupta, ascended the throne in 5 ED., for bis first date is known 

fron Mathura inscription, dated 580 as his 5th regnal year, And his 
last date is known fron Sanchi Stone Piler Inseriptioa dated in Gupta | 
yeer 95 (412 SD. | 


Govindagupts | Next to this date on the Gupte. records "m 
(412-414 A.D.) § de 


ES 
d e ss Doe 


gupta II (412 A.D,) ond the earliest found dete of Kumaragupta I me 
A,D,), there is an interval of three years, It is quite possible (? 
probable) that oither Cantragupta II ruled up to A.D, 414, or Kumare- 
gupta started his mile from A.D, 415. Bub a newly Gleeovered Seal 
Dhruvogvemini et Basarh hag brought to Ligh another son of 
gupta II, named Maharaja Coviniaguyta, the son of Zem 5 
queen of Cendrag ith riS Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. t 
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dë 


onigsion of tHE RARE UP BADEL 3 IBERS Bowe that neither des 
Nehodevi., nor he himself was the rightful. heir to the throne. 

Lut we mist rember thet neither the mention of the mothers of 
tho Gupta rulers, evon when they were apparently Mshedevia, was essene 
tial, nor necesserily tho eldest con alons was held as a rightful heir, j 
Agein, the reference in the Junagerh Rock Insc, is not to 8 fratricidel ۱ ۱ 
conflict, but to a wer with borberiens (itunes & وو‎ Bomis ; 


untensble is the effort of Majumder in identifying Scandagupta with 
Purugupta, ag we do not heer of two different nemes of the same sovereign 
on the Gupte coins, Ard the suggestion to met this controversy by gw 
thet Sierdagupts ani Purugunta were ruling contemporerily after dividing | 
the Gupta Empire, is absolutely impossible eni fentesulo, The coins eni 
records of Srumleguote و‎ Purugupte end his successors are found practi- 
ecliy in all paris of tho country eni at the seme places, Therefore, 
the division of the Empire between them cannot hold good, Finally, tha 
mention ci Purugupte in Dhiterl Sel immediately after Kuneragupte i | 
with the prefix "tat padanudhyata’ does not necesserily prove that Puru- : 
gupta was the iucediete successor of the letter, On the other hard, 
thers sre two more convincing anf forceful proofs for placing Skania- 
gupta immediately after Kmeragusta I, First ig the more extensive 
territory covering tho finlgpots of the coins of S-andegupta, in con- 
trast with the melier region cf ths find spots of the coins of Puru- 
gupta, H,-gupte. and Kunoreguote II ir, The territory cf Scandagupte cor- 
rosponis tc that just held by bis feather Kunaragupte I ani the terri- 
tory of the later rulers indicates 2 subsequent disintegration of the 
Empire, Secondly, tho last Imon date of Xumaragupta I is G.S. 156, 
eni algo the first date of the Sceniagupta ig the seme, which is found 
on Jumagarh Rock Insc, 


Skeniagupta After the death of Beer EE 
AD, 455-487) ¢ 
gupta ascebied the ‘throne in the seme year, This date is or with on 1 


the famous Jun, Rock Insc, As a result of comparatively long reign of 
his fathor and grand-father, 40 and 56 Seege respectively, Skendegur 
ruled for a short period of 12 years only, No coin bearing the nam 
Sknniegupto is found efter the yaar 148 G.S. dae, AD. 467. 
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These inseriptions give no date ct all, The data of the Seals when put 
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Purugupte. ifter Scenery his brother Pos ceno to 
(A.D, 467-475) | wA 


the throne, The omission of tho name of Skendagupta, from the Bhiteri 
Seal of Kumaragupta III may be accounted for by the hostile relations 


Y 


between the brothers or be attributed to tho usual practice of omitt- 
ing the names of collateral kings, The paucity of his coins indicates 
his short period of reign, ond very presumably he died in 475 ADe 

From the reign of Purugupta. onward, we are confronted with a period | 
of total confusion which presents difficulties in making out a chrono 
Logical order. 


Pons 
e 


After Purugupta, | Bhiteri Seal of Kümerageupte III gives & 
Gusta iineeco Í á 
seneelogiecl order of Basste, Nerasimkagunta end Kumeragupta, and 


furthor, the Nale anda clay S01 gives Visnucupte ng Kumaragupta! و‎ son, 


together gives tho order of guecc ssion in the following way t= namely, 
efter Purupupta his son Nape simhogupta, efter him his pon Kumaragupta, 
anl after him his son Visnurupnta, On the other hend, we get from a E 
Nalanie. Seal another son of Purummta, namely, Buthagupta whose date is | 
lmoun from another inse, from Sarnath as 476 AD.» i.e. 9 years after 
the last Imom date of Grondamupte, low, it has to be seen as to which | 
Purugupta'g two cong, Neragimhagupbe and BE pese I ND TENE 
first, If Nerasimhagupta preceded Budhagupta, then IG must have been 
followed by his son Kumaragupta, and by his grani-son Visnugupta, 
because there is no reason to interrupt this aveilsble genealogical 
lineThis dad if edmitted, would allow only 9 years for 4 genera Lons 
of which Purugupta, Narasimhagupte, Kumsregupts ami Vismugupte., which | 
is highly impossible for 4 generations not only to come on the throne, E 
but for the letter tuo generations even to come into existence, It — 
therefore, be granted that Budhagupta preceded Narasimhagupta end his | 
successors Kuneragupts and Visnugupta. 3 
Now, the mention of Kumaragupta in Sarnath insc, dated A.D, 5 is 
to be reconciled, This mention of the date certainly places him ES e 
Budhagupta (476). How can, then, he be identified with Kuna i : 
Bhiteri Seal, whose presence before Buihegupte: has been pr 55 : ۲ 
as impossible 7 Consequently, both of them must bo differe: : p 
Kumaragupta of Sarnath may be taken as nOn 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri ی‎ : 
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low we cen gay that 1 داوم مور‎ of Pernuth inscription (i.e, KG it) 

succeeded Purugupte in 473, ani he in his turn 5 succeeded by his 
brother Budhagupta in 476 AD, (tho date inom from hig Sernath b) | 
The last dete of Budhagupta is 494 A.D., Inom fron his silver coins, 1 
Then follows the reign of another gon of Purugupte, viz., Narasimha- 
SUDE. ۾‎ After him cores bis son Kmeragupta III (known from Bhitari Seal) | 
end then his grandson Vi Vi srugupte. (inom fron lelenda Seal), For these | 
Ee. we have no dates in our pegent records, 


۱ Ti مارج ود‎ | Then, in scene of time comes Teinyegupta, ihe Cuei- 


ER ا‎ Eben 


ghar ` Copper-plete dated 188 + $19 = 507 A.D, stylos hin simply Maha- 
vaje, which led gone scholers to think him as a local ruler, The revised 
Yeading of the gold coins, which hag’ been corrected as Vainyagupte for | 
Candragupta, hes now indicated his imperial status, because the prvi . 
lege of issuing gold coins belonged only to imperial ۷ | A 1 
& fragment of clay sealing from Nalanda, which records hin as Mahone tae 1 
dhiraj&, has further confirmed this point, 1 
Dhenugupta | Pron Eran Pillar Ze Gated A.D, 510, we get the 


7 
D. 510 


name of Bhanugupte, There ho is described ag E uravireh" ani 


"Pertbeeceneevilrennh ze Zelt. The Gupterending of his namo connects him 
with tho Gupta Royal, Femily, Bui, the abronce of sn inperial title in 

that inseription and the nonexistence of any other record in other 

parts of the country may male him a local Vicero; . Or if he is to be 
regarded as a sovereign ruler, then the division of the Gupta Empire 

mey be prestmed, Or thirdly, Bhamgupta might have been a younger 

brother of Veinyegupte, whom he gueceeded on the throne after his death, 


, CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 
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2. Vyaghraraja of Mahakantara, which was in the neighbourhood of Kogela, 


| 
i 


| 


may be located an the upper coagi of Mahanadi, extending from Beater end 
Jaipur State in Orissa, 


5, Menteraje of Korala (read Kerela), identified with Soap Dist, in C,P. 
4, Mahendragiri of Pistspura, modern Pittepurem of Madras Presid, in the 
east Godavari District, : 
9. Svemidetta of Kauttura, a village in modern Ganjan District, 
6, Demane of Eramapalla, Fleet identifies 1t with Erendole in Khandesh 
Dist,, but a copper=plate from Diddhentam 5 Ererderella to be situate} 1 
| ina village near Chikepali, 0 
7. EÊ of Kenci, modern Kanjivarem, 60 miles away fron Medras, 
previously the Capital of the Pellavas, — 
9, Nilereja of Avamulcte, mentioned in Hethi gumpha cave inge, (2nd cent, 
B.C.), to be located in Zeite dini Ditze e, 
9, Hagbivermen of Vengi, situated in the heart of Andhra, to be located 
in Piddavegi in Krishna Diatrict, 
10, Ugrasona of Palakke, Snith says Palaghate (Coinbstore رت‎ more 
reasonably located in Pelakada of Nellore Distt., E in inses. of 
Pellavas, 


- ~ 


11, erg, of Devaragtra : In Kasinkota plates of king Gengevarman, men- 
‘tion of Deverasire و‎ presented in many plates lying in Kalinga :و‎ to be- 
identified with Yollemanchilitelu of Vizagapettem Digtt, on E,coast of 


Deecan, 


= 


12, Dhananjaya of Kusthalapura, modern Kuttelur in Madras Presidency, 
Senuiragupta followed the policy of ‘grahene-mokea' with the rulers 
of Daksinapatha, captured and released them, ani made them feudatories, 1 
SECOND CAMPAIGN IN ARYAVARTA 3 It sens Negasona, Acyuta eni Kotekulaj | 
allied themseves with the adjoining rulers and instigated them to rebel 
against Si, Si "a changed his policy of ۱ grahana—moksa! ani exterminated 
them vigorously ani violently (prassbhoddhrta), He ennexed their terri- 1 
tories to his a since there is no mention of their States, They —— E 
were the nine forast rulers who robelled :- 
A, Atevike-raje : 


1, Ruiradova 3 i. some haonti.eiaa with Rudrasona I Takataka, but T 
Rulradova of A P.I, was a ruler of Aryavarta, while Berar V ak 
of Dakginapatha, Final” identi Nee o ines ide ae 
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2. Matila : ib may bo Mattile of a seal found in Bulandshahr in U.P. 
5. Candravarmen : May be the king of Susunia ingeription in Bengal, 
4, Conspetinega : A Nega ling of Mathure, 


5, lagasena : Of Naga fomily of Padmavati, Coins found at ا‎ 
ES Y Guelior State (anciont Padmsvati, contre of Naga femily), 


6. Acyuta : Going found in ancient Ahicchattra, modern Remager, 
Bereilly Dietriot, 


7, Hendi. $. Belevormo, 9, lagedatta : No record, no information, 
no identification, 


Then Samudragupta turned towards the tribal and Frontier States, 


B, Five Frontier States (Protyonta-nrpeti) : 


1, Sematota : Portion of Bengal, Districts of Feridpur, Barisar, and | 


Noskhali و‎ level lend (sema~tate) of south Bengal, 


&, Deveke : Sono identify it with Dacca (on sound resemblance) ; 
but to be locsted in Kepelli valley in Towgong Dist, of Assam, 
There is still a plece celled Daboks, 


Kemorupa, 
4, Nopala ۶ Modern Nepal, 


9, Kertrpure : Some say modern Karterpur neor Julluniur, but it was 
founded by Sth Sikh Guru Arjun Dev in 1598 A.D, It may bo Katar- 


mal in Garinrl, Kumoun, or Ketiyar noy bo Kertrpure, Bhandarkar --- 


a or Korütikoyensgere in Almora Dist., but these‏ لاع 
ave distinct, Kerirpure is another Himelayen State, the territory ¢‏ 
of Keturiye kingdom of Kumem, Garhwal.‏ 


C, Mine Tribal States ۶ 


1. Malava : Known from pretty early times, identified with Malloi 
of Alexander's time, occupying Montgomery & Jhang 3 migrated to 
Ludhiana & Ferozepur, the region celled Holva $ then reached 
Central India, established their republic Ke a COins bearing 
'Molavanan jaya’ found at Ujjayini, Aventi, Bhilsa, They were a 
brave fighting race و‎ in Sü's time thoy were probably in Mewar 
end adjoining is of South-cagt Rajputena, 


2 Arjunsydnas 1 Mentioned by Panini (4th Cont, B.£.). Alerge number | 
of coins found from Delhi, Agra, Mathura © Jaipur, most probably 


in 80's time thoy were hore, between Bharatpur & E, Rajputana, 
somewhere hear Jaipur, 


32 


5. Yavdhoyas : Panini mentions thon in Ayulha-jivi Snghag, They — 


wore the glory of ancient Intin, Some coins bearing "Jya Yaw 
dheyanan' found from vill, Susta, near Ludhiana, AY dhe 


found at Khokharkota, village of Rohtak, Coins found fron 
ENE» tie cee and. Bingen eni Inseri tions ^ 


9, Kemarupa : Upper Assam, One of the Dist, of Assen is still called 
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FOREIGN STATES و‎ 


BIR 3 'Deivaputro-schi-gohenugnhi! yore the three combined titles, 
_ first used by the great Kusana Emperors, 'Doeivaputra!, derived | ‘ 
Deva-putra, Somo con&ider it to bo of Ghinsgs origin, AB. the 


x 
۱ 
1 


; 18 
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nature, On their coins the legend ‘jaye mantre-dharensn', Their terri- 
tory eeng to bo from Sublej to Bharatpur eni 8, port of Bahawci=- 
pur State, 

Wedve : Modern district of Gujironuels, Sielkot, Sheikhupura ani 

ports of Jammu و‎ their Capitol Sekele-dega 1,9, Sialkot, between 

Ravi and Chonab, 


E 


5, Abhira : In the neighbourhood of tho region of Nesik in the 
wost, known to Patenjeli (200 2,0.) or mabe in C.I,, a place 
Abirouetc between Bhile: an) Thanet, 


S, Prerjune. : Mentloned in Keutilya's Arthesectra, but no evidence 
to locate then ; may be located to the north of Bhilss, 77 4% 
ig wontioned in the record in geogrephicel order, 


7, Senekenike و‎ In the neighbourhood of Bhilsa, Central India, 


3. Eske s Kenalkhera, Kekas weve chiefs of Kenchi or Kapapura, a 
D: a 


villege near Bhilea, 


9, Khevroporitr و‎ May be "Soanted in Demohe Digt, in C,P, in tho 
neighbourhood of lMendacor Dist, 


13 


Those tribel cui frontier States peid dus homage end tex to SG, 


Some indenendent end int — States Like Daiveputree ii... 
ete, 
Deiveputre-sobissohonuschi : teken es one title, appears to 


refer to a Kugena Enveror, 


Ki 
* 


=, Seke-Murunds 3 munda in Seka langvege means lord, Hence Saka- 3 
lord, Sekas in western Indie (Bombey Presid,, Ujjeyini). 


5. Simhala 3 Coylon, 


4, Sorvomdvipe-vasibhih : May denote tho isienis of Indien Occen, 
Beli, Java, &matre, cio, This influenec leià the foundations 
of Creator Indie, Their voletions with St were such thet they 
were ready to-eclmovledge his suzereinty by rendering to him —— 
cll kinds of sorvices, They paid different kinds ‘of 1307666 که و‎ 
(i) atme-nivedana, (ii) gop EE (iii) Gerutzeden'z, 
sve-viseys-bhukti, sagana-yscana, ` 
(i, Offering their own persons pee service to the Emperor, ii 
Presonts of maidens === most probably in marriego ===, and gista. 

iii, Applications for Chertors bearing the Inperiel هنج‎ Gere 
seal by which thoy would be left wdisturbed by the TUN in 
tho enjoyment of their respective territories), l 


rulers lite Kaniska, Hoi sia and Vasudeva KE uso then tn | 
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They were the Indien kinge of foreign descent, The word 'Sohi! ig of 


Persian origin, meaning 'royol', borrowed by Greeks, from Grecks by 
Sekes. Used by Kaniska 1 and Kusong chiefs of Uiexueli, Rouslnindi, 


Attock eni Kabul valley, "Schenugehi! is معله‎ from Persian Shabemusheh, 
Were Porgien monerchs of Sahagant dynasty. | 

Soke-nueunda, the lord of Sing, of western Indio with their Cesta. E 
at Ujjeytni, | E 

Simhela ۶ Modern Be S's relation with Ceylon is supported by 
Literory evidence, The Chinese author relates thet Megheverna, King of 
Ceylon, sent to S1, on enbassy and gifts coupled with a request that he 
ulght be permitted to build ct Bodh Gaya, a monastry for the usa of Coy- 
lonogo ال(‎ 


T 


EXTENT OF EMPIRE و‎ S extended his kingdom over the whole of northern 


India, from E, Bonge) up to the central Ponjeb in the west, included 


Biher, Origen, U.P., Modveg fvosid, as fer as Kenchi, greater part of 
Control India ana Rajputens, (Up to Narmada in S.) 
ADMINISTRATION : 1, North (Aryewerte), 9 forest rulers were extercirates, | 


their territories vere ennoxod on] were directly ruled by Semiraguria, 
2. South (Deksinapathe): 12 rulers were defeated, cep- | 
iwed enl liberated ord wero made fouletoriog. 

S In cagt and west, 5 Frontier chiefs ani 9 tribel 

States wore made tributeries who poid taxes, obeyed orders, ani por- 
formed obolsenee in person, 1 
4, independent ani somi-inieponient States recopnizoó J 
s authority enl sought his fevour by 'atme=nivedsna, ote,’ E 

S3 did not crush the eutonouy of some rulers, except of those of 
the north owing to thelr rebellious bohoviour, But ho centralized the 
admis poration of ell provinces, In Frontier and Tribal sress, non 2 
intorforonco ves ۵ vis step, otherwise he would not have succeeded, 
Tho English aleo did so, Thus ho made strong defensive lins without : 
much difficulty mg labour, His was a modern type of administration, 

He hed a great eme of diplomncy and gtatemenship, LR 
EROUL QUALITIES ۰ i, Diplomtie Statesmnship, 2, Martial spiri 
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DATE 3 Accogsion و‎ (a) If Melanin Cp.-p1, is a gonvine record, ani he 
is the fowndor of the Gupta Ere, then he might heve ascended tho throno 
in 320 AD. (circa), (b) Bub 12 the founder of GE fa CE I eni Malenda 
Cop.-nl4 is spurious, thon CG I nerried shortly ofter his accession in 
A.D, 820 end Si must heye asconted the throna in c, 350 AD. 

Last Date s A.D, 375 ag the ccrliegt dete of his con CG II is 389 
as his Sth regnal yon 

INSCRIPTIONS : i, Teloma Concor-picto ( spurious) ep 5. 

2. Gaya Copper=plete (spurious) GE 9. 


EM e aa 
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Of verled coconpti eimontis, €, Patron of learning end of loornod nen, 
7, Tagte for music ani fino orse, 8, Ortholic nature, Allowod Meghe- 
to build 2 Buddhist monastry in hig territory, 9, Liborcl donor, 10, 


(13) 


4 
۱ 
3 
f 


Guordien of the poor end orphans, 11. Cirot sama sramedhertta (on coins) | 
y 3 


reviver of long neglected hor se~eacrifice, ov yerforzer of the longa 
dram horss-sierifice, 12, In order to conform to the Hindh ideal of 
Imporiolim, he made Wigevi je eva! in the north, end "Düezmeend Jaya’ in ` 


tho south, 15. Mit to bo called Vilwrenaditye., 


3. Aliehebed Piller Ingerintion, 

.„ Uren Stone Ingeription, 

O8. 1, È cro certainly spurious, boosuse (a) cheracters 
belong to Sthe7th cord., (b) indiseriminete use of Iya! end "ba! which 
is not en early chorecteristic, (c) Asveredha referred te in it could 
bordly heve been callebrated before the Sth yoer of L's reign, (d) S 
never gbylod himself ag نف‎ A which, however, was the 
title of hi D successors. be) te gyntheticnl construction of the Gaya 
pi, shows thet the genoclopy Jas copied. from earlier record S 

Ko, 3 has Te ERR 1147 تدمع‎ en kdirttin ites tridacopati- 
a aa ecakeana iva ,,," 

Fleet believed thet this line rofers to Sauutragupte as dead, But 
this record is not posthumous, becouse (a) this Line actually refers 
to the king's fame as reaching heaven after porvading the whole earth, 
(b) No mention is mede of the Acvenedhe merifice, Therefore it may 
have been issued before ite performance , 


No, 4 gives his wife's nene ag Datta, 
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IDENTIFICATION ¢ Hace. ls known Zo: gold coins becring hig name. He can 
neither bc identificd with s (1) وعمدصان مهن‎ the pranifother of Seamxira- 
gupte, baceuce he ruled over a guall. territory ond did not conguer any 
kingdom, but tho coins bear the tit ! serve-rajocchetta! , Moreover, 
only the Imperial rulers heve struck their شامع‎ coins, while Ghatotkace 
possessed a sell territory : nor with (2) Semwûragupta because a ssconi< 
ary hime wes not put on the officiel documents ani coins, 

(3) Most probably he was ths cider brother of Smuiracupta, who might 
have headed a rebellion ageinst 82 and captured the throne when St “a 
avay to see his father OG I on tho other bank of Ganga where CG died, 

The inferior quality of hig coins shows his hagty intrusion on to the 
throne, The epithet !suwva-vojocehhetta! is an enpty boast of a pretender. 
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SUCCESSION و‎ He was the son of Semuiragupts from his chief queen Datta 
devi, The Gupta inseriptions tell us of his reletion with 83, but give 


no specific information about his immediate succession to the throne 
after Semuiregupta. | 
RAMAGUPTA : OG ay heve been intervened by his elder brother م‎ 
whose name 9 2 from literary sources 3 (1) Devi-Candraguptem, a 
Arame. by Visekhedette, Remsgupta was besieged by a Seka ruler who com 
pelled him to surrender his © ذناجاع‎ ful queon ee to kim, RG agreed, 
But CG, disguised ag Dhruvsdevi, killed the Soke ruler, end then killed | 
RC, mermied Dhruvedevi, (2) Hersaceritem of Bana states "Para-kalatra- 
konuken kamini-ve segupteas C veniregupteh Sske-potim agetayat" , 
(3) Senkererya in his coumentery on Hergaceritem gives details ûf the 
incident as found in Devi-Coniracuptem, (4) Majma-ut-taverikh deseribos 
tho event like Devi-Canfragupem, (5) Rejasskhere (9th-10th cent) states 
The event but the name differs, He sys it was Sermecupta, which may | 
hsvo been a writer's mistake or the misreading of a copyist who confused 
the letters "Ra! with Sami, 


Znsorintions 


Levidence : (6) Senjon plates of Amoghavarsa (871 A.D, 
state that a donor of Kelty UES, who belonged to Gupta lineage, having 
killed his brother, seized his kingdom and married his widow, 

(7) Rastrakuta Cop,pl. Grant of Govinda IV corroboruteg the literary. 
evidence, Comparison drawn between Govinda IV end Sahagenka (i.e, OG H 
of Rajagekhar &). 

REFUTATION ; it seems incredible thet a 2 scion of the s mighty Guptas and son 
of &, anali Hive been reduced to such e botzen SE ER that he 
becemo ready to offer "is queen like a s is The. ‘occurence of Renegupia! 
nemo in tho inscriptions cen bo defended by shying thet the inses, give ` 
genealogical lists ond not dynastic lista, Absorico of his coins my be ` 
due to his short reign ani the Seka imvacton at the very outset, Bub ` 
there is no definito eni ronitive evidence 3 T hin es a Gupta ` 
Fupsror, It ig merely based on probabilities, \ DEE 

INSCRIPTIONS 97 OO ITs (1) Mathura Pillar ei Rogue ye e 5, 

benno or a Gm ۳ 
ection.” 
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(6) Mehrauli Iron Piilar 0 PA 
(7) Baserh Clay Sels of DEE (his son) and Hemes 


(his queen) 5 


man )مت‎ A a معام ساح‎ 


IDENTIFICATION OF CANDRA OF MEHRAULI IRON PILLAR INSCRIPTION, DELUI 


The inseription credits the king Candra with the following achieve- 


ments Se ; 
(1) Conquest of Venge country by battling a confederacy of foes. 


(2) Conquest of Vehlikes after croseing the 7 'mukhas! of Indus, 
(3) Spread of his fems, as ع‎ consequence, up to the southern ses, 
(4) Achievement of undisputed gole sovereignty by the prowess of 


his own arms, 


LI. CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA 2 ¢ It has been suggested that Candra of M,I,.P.I. 
is Candragupta Maurya, because he also SL ad BeHlikag and advanced 
as fer as the ocean, But this much ig not sufficie nt for the identifica- 
tion, Palacographic evidence is against this identification, because the 
characters of the insc, belong to the 4th or Sth century A.D, | 

EL-CHAIDRAGUPTA I : —— Ottors identify him with Ceniregupta I, the crestor 
of the Gupta enpiro, who must have been a naa of such achievements, But 
(i) according to Purana, his dominion was restricted up to Saketa, 
Prayaga ani Megadhe : "Anugancem Prayegam ca Saketam Magedhemg tatha = 
Eten jena-peden servan Zen و‎ Gupte-vemsejah", (ii) CG I, Therefore, | 
did not come into clash with Behitkeas, (iii) CC I did not conquer Bon- | 
gel, which obhorwigs woulă have been mentioned in the Allahabad Pillar 
Inse, On the other hend, 8: is credited with the conquest of Bengal. 
(Samstate, Davaka, Etc.) in tho cast, ani Medras and Yauihoyas in the 
west, | a 

SADACANDRA BHARASIVA OF NAGA FAMILY 7 و‎ ۱ This identification, too, is — [ 
not possible, because (a) Sedacanira must heve been ruling in East 
Maleva in the times of Smuiragupta of his father CG I, He could not 
reach Bengel without crossing Hagedhal, (b) Puranas make no mention of ; 
these exploits of Sadscanira, (c) knee on the other hand, 
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4, CHANDRAVARMAN OF PUSKARANA s Hevepreseda Sastri identified him with 


5, e SE JI $ He has been identified with Candragupta II, because 3 
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Cendraverman, the ruler of Puskerens, son of Simhavermen, known from 
Sisunia Rock Insc, in Bengal, He took Puskerena to be a plece of the 
same name in Jodhpur State, and identified Simhevarmen with Simhevermen, | 
father of Neravernen, mentioned. in the Mandasor Ingo (A.D, 404) of 7 
Nersvorman, The plausibility of the identity was based on the similarity ] 
of names and the fact that both the Mehrauli ami Siamia inses, ere 
Veisnava records, bearing Visnu-cakra, But this identity has been set 
at naught by (i) the fect thet Gem. Inpo,-eeys nothing about any 
conguest mede by Candreverman, and Mandagor Insc, makes Sinhavermen a 
local ruler; (ii) A place called Pokheran (ancient Puskarana) has 
been discovered at Bankura, which is nearer to Sigunis Rock than Jodh- 
pur, (iii) The ingc, of Werevernen does not mention the name of Candra- 
varman, who should have been his brother, (iv) How could Canirevarman 
of Jodhpur reach Bengal without defeating the Cuntas ? (v) The Vermen | 
records of Merda sor meke no reference to the achievements of the brother 
of Naravarman,whoge name wes Candrevarman, (vi) The geographical 
position of Puskarana (Pagpatana) and Sisunia Roek ani ۳ render ` 
the identification untensbl 


(i) The expressions both on the coins of Cendragupta II and on Meh, 
Iron P, Pnse, have striking resemblances, both having the abbreviated 
nane Candra and making him a great Vaismava, (ii) Pelseography is ` 
similar to the A11, PLIL, Insc., io. Brehni of northern class of Sth | 
cent, Though in many respects approximate to All, P, Ia, yet with 
marked 'matras' and horizéntal top strokes, letters resembling most 
Closely tọ Bilsed Insc, of KG I, Hence Sth, cent, AD, (441) OB II — | 
overthrew the Sekes, He is, therefore, rightly called the creator of A 
the Empire, His recently discovered Mathura Inse, shows that be was tho 
first Gupta king who occupied Mathura, tho last outpost and stronghold j 
of Kusana power, (iy) Agpecific victory over Bahlika would have be ; 
necessary if CO II had wanted to finish the Kusana rule in Indi 
for this it was indeed necessary to wage a war over the wh le c 
sinihu, (v) At tho timo of the secession of OG II ۱ 
intrigusa at the Capital (Re 
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His attention being diverted to tho IW Xugenag, there was confusion in 
the Empire, in which the '!Pretyente-nrpatsysh! in Bengal. combined to- 
gether and rebelled, CG II had therefore to quell the rebellion and 
conquered Bengal with tho force of his arma, (vi) CG II's political 
influence in southern countries, suggested in tho M.I;P.I., is a well 


established fact, as he made matrimonial &llienceg with the Vekatekag, 
IS TH E MEURAULI INSORIPTION POSTHUMOUS 2 
From the following references in the MIPI with regerd to Es it 
cen be inferred thet CG II died when this record was set up, 


"Khinnasyeva visrjya gen norapater gem Ustitesyetaran, 
Moriya kerma-jitavenin getevatah kirtya sthitagya ksiteu," 


But the omission of any reference in MIPI to any conquest over tho 
Saka as in Suragtra. lesvos it doubtful. whether the record was posthumous, 
He may have defeated the as after the record wes incised, If the 
record: was really posthunous, the objection about the omission of ne 
victory over the Sikes glands. : 
CONDITIONS : Although SG made the far off Frontier States of the Siras 
and Kusfinas recognise his authority, yet they were looking out for a 


chance of becoming frec, After the death of Si, the Frontier kingdoms | 
in the IN, W, end E, seem to have begun to make violations, which CG II 
was able to suppress successfully, ۱ 

ACHIEVEMENTS و‎ (1) The first verse implies thet he overthrew a confede- 
racy of Frontier kings in Bengel, who might have rigen against him 
during the court intrigues at the Capital, Lion-slayer type of coins : 
corroborate this, : (2) He conquered Behlikag efter crosding the seven | 
mouths (tributaries) of Siniu, 1e., crossing the region of Saptasindhu, 
‘mukha' is technically the nene of the junction of a river end the sas | 
Cf. 'Nodi-mukhena semuiran avisat’ (Kelidase), Or ‘mucha! may be taken : 
as tributary, Hence 'sapta-mukheni!, the tributaries of Indus, implies 1 
the route taken by CG II to fight the Behlikns, the nane of Balekh, N, 
part of Afghanistan, celled Bekhtar in modern Persian, and Bactria in " 
Greek, In Mahabharata #"Pancanam Sindhu-sasthanam aT ye Ce 


- 


Therefore, it follows that people of the Panjab were meant, who | 
betuoon Sutlej ani Indus, Tt may imply that people from 
como down and atego kitha. Panjab; chee were Kusanas, 
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exterminated, Mathura ingsoription corroborates it, 
(3) Ho, then, started his cameien toverdg tho SI ports 4 
(1) "Ertsna-prthivi-jey&rthene rejffivohe sahagetah" (Uüsyagiri — 
Rock Cave Inge, Of CG II) wndeted, This shows that CG II with his Minig- 
ter for Peace ani Ver, Virasons (also called ba) ; went to Udayagiri 
(in Matava) to conquer the whole earth, (ii) Another inse, from the 
seme place is dated A.D, 401, which implies that this part of the 
country (i.e, Mlava end Ujjeyini) was conquered sone time before 401, 
it was already occupied by the Sias, On this score he was celled dorri 
(iii) The mmisetic evidence also corroborates the above viov, Tho 
Ksatrapas were subdued by Semiiragupte, end their coins became extinct 
(fron 505-548 A.D), But Sokeg regained their pouor wier Ruirasena II, 
whose coins re-appear from 342 to 378, bearing the title ’Mahekeatrapa’ 
implying revival of Soir power under Rulragena II, Rudrasene III and 
his successor Mahsksetrapa Sveni Mahasena (c. 382, 294 A D.A. Then 
again their coins come to an end from 388 A.D, end are replaced by thse 
Kusane type of coins of CG II with the legend 'Candra!, dated GE 90 
(a, D, 409), CG 11 must haye struck the coins efter he hed established 
his full authority over the Soka territory firmly, Most probably the 
Ksetrape king whom CC II defeated was Simhasene. Mahaksatrapa, He 
attacked the Seka territory probably in 388 A.D, as their coins cene 
to an erd at thet date, 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS VICTORY OVER SAKAS IN SY 8 
(i) He achieved political success by driving away the foreign domina- 
tion and extending his Empire, 
(11) Commercial eni financiel gains through trade from the ports of 
Gujerat ani Kat thieved with Europe, 
(331) Through trade Indians cans in contact with western civilisation, 
(iv) To Rosmn markets Indis exported silkon articles, cotton thread, 
spices, precious stones, beautiful birds, etec., which o: & 
large quantity of geld into India, à C. 
(v) In his Natural story, Pliny compléins of the luxmieg of Roms S 
which drained gold to m p 
EXTENT ; Ho conquered the whole; (of Malava province, Western Sel 
as, w Kusman aa Ree "SSC, Vrat Shastri Ge Enpire ex exten ! 
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in the east, right up to Indus in the IM, eni from Himalayas in the 
north up to S, India up to Kanci on the eastern coast end Suragtra on 
the western coast, It included fertile provinces and important SE 
of و0205‎ Ghoghe, Verwel, Porebandar, Dwarka ani Malava, He wag 
justified in speaking of himself as "Freptens. sva~bhujerjiten ca mer 
vam caikadhirajyen keiteu" رم 1,۵ و‎ the sole sovereignty of the earth by 
the prowess of his own arms, 
181811145. ALLIANCES : (1) He himself married Kuberenaga, of Nega family,” 
(2) He got his am deughter Prebhevati-gupta married to Ruiragena II 
of Vaketake family. These alliances wore made purely with a poli- 
tical motivo, Tho great Vekatekes could be kali service to him as 
allies eni terror to hin as foes, owing to their geographical situation ظ‎ 
while dealing with tho Ksatrapas, He got much help from them in sub- | 
duing the Ksatrapas, 
FRONTIERS ; (1) Maharaja Trikemela, Imown from Bodhisettye Image Insc, 
at Gaye, GE 64, (2) Svanidasa, ruler of Velkhz (prob, OI.) known 
from a land grant of GE 67, (3) Maharaja Sri Visvenitra Svemi, known 
from a secl fomi ab Besensgore., 5 
COINS و‎ 1, Gold coins, 2, Silver coins, | 5, Copper coins, 4, Dinare, 
5, Suvernas, 6, Kawis, (Material) 
„IPSS ۴ 1, Archer type indicating martial spirit, 2, Coich 
type showing artistic temperament, 3, Bowmen type indicating bravery, 
4, CGhstra type revealing sole sovereignty, 5. lion-slayor type repre- 
senting his authority over Bengal, 6, Horseman type, etc,, showing 
sportemanghio ani other personal habits, 
Legends : 1, Simbavikeme, 2, Narendra-canire, 5, Rupekrti, 
4, Vikramaditya, 5, Vikrananka, 6, Povema-blügevata, 
ADMINISTRATION : Ministers :- 1, Maharaja Sanskarika from Udayagiri Cave 
Insc, GE 82, must be the Governor of E, Maleva, 
2. kuakamldava nontionod in Senci. Stone Ingo, GE 95. WA 
5. Siba Viresena, from Pataliputra, minister of Poace & War, mom s: 
fron Udayagiri Cave Insoription, x 
4, Stkherasvemin, Mentrin (Counselor), known fron 
Linga Inscription, ; 
5. Maheroja Sri Govindagupta | 0 
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; (24) 
province, michu Oper y at Vea EH from his poal, 
6. Dhruvasvemini, Soal found et Veigeli, 
ZDMIISURATIVE OFFICES: ممم‎ from Seals found at Bagerh (Vaisoli) 
issued by Prince Govindagunta, ; 
1, Kuneremetyodhikarena, office of the Prince's ministers. 
2. Baledhikarana, office of the Head of the Army, 
3. Ranabhandageredhikerana, the militery Exchequer, 
4. Deridspesedhikerens, office of the Chief of the Police, 


5. Vaisali~edhisthenedhikerena, office of tho District Officer of 
- Veisali, 

6. Perisad, Municipelity, Udenskupa city was ruled by Periged, It 

means up to that time tho tradition of Periged remained intact 


7. Arya~sangha 3) Governed Kekenadebota Mahavihara (monastery), 
9, Fanca=mandali) The Sangha operated as a Benk, 25 Dinaras were 


kept in the Benk for feeding 5 Bhiksus and burning a larp. 
"Panca bhikeavo bhunjantan, ratna=prhe ca dipeko jvalatu" 
(Senci Stone Inscription, GE 93), 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS : 1, Yuvaraja, incharge of the edmini stration, 
2. Kumaramatya, performed different functions, atteched to Yuvereja 
as personal assistant, and incharge of the judicial departments, 
5. Yuveraja Kumaramatya Bhattoreka, Chief of Princes! ministers, 
4, Vinaye-sura, Chief Censor, 
5, Mahe=pratihara, Chief Chenberlein, 
6, Mebe-Dendennyeke, Chief Justice, or Chief of the Forces, 
7, Vinaye~sthiti-sthapske, Minister of Lew eni Order, 
8, Bhatasvapati, Head of tho Infentry ani Cavalry. 
9, Uparike, Governor of a Province, 
On the | seals ( 10, Sri Parama-Bhattorake=padiya, Chief Minister in waiting on king. 


of 
Kumarematyas ( 11, Yuveraje-padiya, Chief Minister in waiting on the Crown Prince, 


- 


ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS ; 1, Desa, province, eges Skuli dese, 
2, Bhukti, province, e.g. Tira Bhukti, 
3, Predosa, Division, e.g. Alrikina Pradesa, 
4, Visaya, District, e.g. E 
GUILDS : Called Mgemas, of different classes of economic interest, 
Sresthis (Bankers), Sarthevahas (Traders), Kulikas (Merchan 
These guilds functioned like Chambers of Commerce of n 
. Many æals issued api. 7 سس‎ 


ی 
D at‏ 


( 22) 
RELIGIONS ; geen then FURY! MIPI & Udey, Cev, Ins. 
2, Seivisn, Udayagiri Cevo eni Mathura Inscriptions, ; 
3. Buidhism, Senoi Inscription, 

MINISTERS OF VARIOUS SECTS ¢ 1. E a Bauidha, 

7 2, Seba Viragena, Gilchora svemin : 5017۳2 ۰ Government supported every 
sect for tho uplift of the soclety is clear from the inscriptions, 

FAMILY : 1, 0 Wives : 1, Dhruvadevi, the Chief Queen, and 2, Kuberanaga. 

ii, His sons : 1, Kumaregupta, 2. Govindegupta, end perhaps 3. 
Ghatotkacagunta born of Dhruvedevi, 
lii, Daughters و‎ Prabhavatigupta born of Kuberanage., 

FA-HIEN'S ACCOUNT : — Fe-Hien travelled over India from 405 tO 411 A,D, He 
says : people of Northern India led a quite happy life ; no need of 
Magistrates to settle disputes 3 though judicial departments were sot 
up to the standard, Workers got good wages, and amenities of life to 
their liking and satisfaction, Officers and workers were honest ani 
efficient 3 religious-minded و‎ generally Jainas Eu BuddBists و‎ Desig 
for earning religious merit, Lendelords wore not oppressive و‎ commodi- 
ties were cheap, Reference only to copper coins and keuris, 

DATES: 1, Ascended the throno in A.D, 575 ; Inom from Mathura inso, 
dated GE 61 and Regnal Yosr 5 (A.D, 380). 61 + 519 = 5 = 5 

2. Attacked Sakas in A.D, 388, as indicated by (a) the absence of 
Saka coins from this year onwerds, ani (b) the appeerance of coins of 
similar type (i.e, Kusana type) of CG II in A,D, 409, which he igsued 
establishing himself firmly, 

. م5‎ last date is GE 95 (A.D, 412-415), knon from Senci Stone Insc. 
GE 95. Ho could not have ruled much longer, and his son was on the 
throne in GE 96 (A.D, 415-416) as known fron Bilsa St, Pillar وه معط‎ 
GE 96. 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 


amaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


A > 


(23) 
Digitized Py Qe Samay ey Rae" rb ۲ eGangotri 


SOURCE ; Bagarh Clay Seal of Dhruvasveniri, the Chief Queen of 06 II, 


reads as follows s (1. Meherajedhireje Sri Candragupte~ 
e. patni Moheraja Set Govirdagupta- 
. mate Mehedevi Sri Dhru- 
va sonini 


> ea 


This sal brought GG to light for the first tino and revealed thet 
he vas also the son of CG II, 

There are three noseibiliti lec with recerd to the association of the 
name of Een with Dheuvacvomini in the seal, viz, (a) that he 
wes the eldest son end heirearsorent, (b) though younger, ha was hor 
fevourite, or (c) thet he weg idontiosl with Kumaragupta , 

Dui, ho could not be identical with KG » because alternative names 
never occur on the officiel documents and seals, Bhonderker sugges cts 
identity on the scor: of the letter 'go! on the coins of XG, و‎ but 
(1) t these coins of KG aro 'guvornn! weight, L.¢., 148 grains, tho type 
a m for the first time, Before him (S: G,) up to KG I, coins were 
of Dinara type, 1., 124 grains, So, these coins ere of leter KG 
(ii) The letter 'go' occurs eleo on tho coins of Nevesinkscupta Beleditya 
Henca the erg mont is not decisive, 

As to (b) ebovo, favovritign is a domestic affair and cannot be 
represented in purely officiel records, This mel ig official, as it is 
foung at Veigeli, o Provincial Cenitel, along with seals of other offi- 

As to ne above, seals of Taraje algo Zo from the 
1t indicates that Vaiseli wes tho seat of the Tuyeraja, who was acting 
as a Provincisl Governor, Therefore Covindegupte may reasonably be ` 
tekon as Yuvaraje, The mother, therefore must hava felt pride in gege 
elating hor neme with the hoiv-cnpsrent, 


ASCENDED THE THRONE : No positive insoriptionol evidence is available 


with regard to GG's secession to the throno, Indirect sugge stion, howe 
ever, mey be had from Mandasor Insc,, ME 524 (A.D, 487), efter CG ZS 
it eulogiss GG in torms indicative of imperial status : 


"Jasmin nrpair astenite-nratepais eirobhivelingite-pades Wee D, 
Vieero=dolan vibudhadhipo 'pi sania-peritah semuparuroha." 


It would only be ê tie et of ea çerin e 
would bow, È 
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DATE و‎ Govindagupta actually acceried tho throne „ De reign can be 
placad between CG's last dete (412-15 A.D.) and Ka I's first date 
(415-16 A,D.). 

SHORT REIGN ۾‎ Why co short ع‎ reign ? He died (a) either a naturel 
death و‎ or (b) was killed ina fretricidel wer between him and his 
youncor brother Kunaraguota I, Tuin Inge, of KE Ws GE hints at the 


second alierstive سج‎ 

"Sri-Caniraguptasya Mehonire~kalpeh Kuneraguntas tansia semagran, 

Reraksa scühvim ive dharma-patnin viryegre~hasteir upeguhya bhunir* 
i.e, KG took hold of the throns by force, nost probably from his brother 
Covindagusta, And, === thoro is most probebly & covert reference to 
KG I in Siondasor Inso, A.D, 457 3 

"Vicere-dolen Vibulhadhino!pi sanke=pariteh samuperuroha |! 
In it thoro may be a سقط‎ thet KG wes not felthfully disposed towards 
his brother GG,, aud becoming josious, conspired egoinst him, 

Vibudhadhipa is Indra, Mahendreditya is e. 'biruda' of Kumaregunia I, 


found on hig coins, 
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EENS: ` Tt is oleor fron bis inscriptions ranging from 96 GE (415 A4D) 
Bilsed Stone Piller Inge, to 128 GE (447-49 AD.) Demoierpur and Bat- 
gram Gopper-plate, thet tho Guota Empire under KG I suffered no dimi- 


ution, x 
1, Bilsed inso, has "abhivardhamanamvi jaye-rajya", 1,0, ! 


'reign of ever-extenting victory! , 
2. Kexmodenia Linga Inge, 117 GE (456 AD.) has "catim—wisdhi= 
sslilesvedite-yasen" -- ithe feme (of KG) being tasted by the waters 
of the four oceans! 5 1 7 : 
5, Handagor Stone Insc, of KG I & Bandhuvarman, 405 ME (45€ 
AU +) has "ctore وخ طسوتم زوس روطنیمه‎ «= Sumeru-Ksilasa-brhat- 
payodharan, Vananta=vente~sphute=puspa-hasinim - Kumaregupte € 
pregasati," -= 'When Kumaragupia was reigning over the whole earth, ` 
Tho other date 529 ME (472 A.D.) fallg in the reign of the later Kumaran 
gupta il, Therefore the Latter part of the inscription refers to KG II, 
4, The fiuleplaces of nis coings also prove thet his inherited 
Empire remained intact, These places are Almedebad, Bhsvenagar, Satera, 
Ellichpur, ete, E | 
PEACE & PROSPERITY و‎ Fron his inso, ani coins one can easily infer that ` 
his reign was peaceful sad prosperous, There are no conflicts between 
KG I end other rival lings. People were devoted to social uplift ani 
religious ceremonies, There was religious tolerance and each ani every 
sect was free to preach its doctrines, His Bilsad insc, records the 
worship of Mahasvami Kartikeyas Mankwar Insc, that of Buddha; Mamia- 
gor, that of the Sun god; and icomadanda, that of Siva, 1 xd 
Prosperity is indicated by his performance of Asvenedha sacrifice s 
in commenpretion of which he issued Asvemedha coins with the legend ` 
Asvemedhs-perekrensh', It is a costly sacrifice, Abundance of gold ` 
coins de poits to the same conclusion, Moreover, Mendasor insc, : 
( A.D, 456 ~ 475) recorda thet a guild of silk weavers migrated from 
the adjoining Late (Suragtra) country to Dasapura (Maniagár, CI), 4 
baing RT EE the country — " desee ii 
pathive-gunapahetàh! ( 45 RS e Ge) 
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2 2 dë 26 T 
There vos. veerisblopontemdinitwoffelds of fine arts, eecht, ` 
tecture, eto., an evidenced by fine specimens of coins ral sculptures, 
ond images of Jaina Tirthantaras ond Buidha st Zeie, In Merdasor à 
inge, DÜecenura ig described as ‘decorated with rors of gtoreyed nansions 
(pragede-mela) like the rows of seriel Senta Wees, ani d 
paintings (citre-kemmani), KE EH Se ge Ev o. 
LATER EVENTS : Tt seems thet his glory eufforod en n edis em 4n his 
leter deys, (a) ABvsdhi et; text tells us thet Meherire's kingdom was 
attecked by Yeverna, Pahlikas and Salimss, This king Mehondra ig 
certainly KG I, ag be ig representad on his coins 28 'Hshendredityn!, 
(b) The Bhiteri Stone Piller Inge, of hte son and successor ع‎ 
refers to'the enomieg prepared for conquest! ) evebhinetawvi 11 تع‎ sa¬ 
prodyetenem paresam), to him as one 'uho slebtlized the shaking fortu. 
nes of the family! ara 'speniing the whole night on bare earth’ (Vica- 
i Lite-kulelakerl=stambhanaysdyatenas Ksiti-tale-seyeniys yena nita 
4 c) The enenioa ame macified as Pusyonitcas with their resources 
of wealth sni mane power (Samii te~hale-logen Pusyenttramg on Jitra), 
(2) Other orsmios vore the Fume (ege yasya Frage senare 
dovohysm dhara komîta) „ | : 
(e) Grown prince Sk, C. encowatercd them cnemles, intornal and 
external, and defected thon, 


(£) Due to stress on his treasury he issued silver currency in hig 
later age, The coinage wes not of pure silver, but vere minted fren 
siver-nlated copper, : 

ANNEXATION s (a) The sull state of Dasspura in C,I, remeined imepen- 
dent up to tho time of OG IT, for there is no indication of Gupta 
sovereignty in the Maniasor insog. of Teen kings (e.g, Mandasor St. 
Tase, of Narellan, 404 A,D,). But in Menğasor Inso, of Bandhuvarmen, 
(405 = 529 ME, A.D, 456 ~ 473) Dasapura apnesrs ag a foulatory Se 
nier the Inperlal Custas for the first time, KD Y must have, therefore, 
subdued Dastpura, but Shere Ze no leer reference to this fact in Me — 
records, Tt Ze just possible thet Ha predecessor Gov, G, abd A 
State, Asvamsdha coins may sle indicate Ms mav com, 
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(27078 
EET +: RPA GRAP a ariba Hom with the new addition 
of Dasapura State, His Kingdom extended from Bengel (E),to Indus (W) 
end from Himeleya (N) to Suragtre (SW) eni Kenci (S£), E 
COVERIDRS & FEUDATORTES : 1, Ghatotkaca Gupta, mentioned in Tumain Inge, 
116 GE (A,D,455-56), was probably the son or brother of KG I, who 
ruled over Melsya with the juri git ctdon/Tunbeyann, about fifty 
miles from Eran, : 
za Ciratadatta, tho Governor of Puniravardhana, known from Demodera= 
pura و نت۱‎ 128 GE (A.D, 447). s 
. Bendhuverman, the fewlatory ruler of Dasapure, is mentioned in 
Mente cor Stone Inse, 493 ME (A.D, 426). 
ADMINISTRATION : 1, Tho Empire is described as girt by 4 oceans, 
2. The king is styled as Pevramc-deivets, Perems-bhatterakn, Maha- 
rejedhiraje (Damodarapura Cop.-pl.). 
5. Belov, the Emperor were feudatory rulers called tarpa, nrpeti, ` 
parthiva, gopte,' 
4, The local kingdom was called "dese! , 5 P^ 
_ 5, The Enpire was divided for ednini stratdve purposes into provin- 
ces called 'bhuktig!, sub-divided 'vigaya!, 
6. The Provincial Governor was called 'Upariko-maharaja’ , 
7. Under him was District officer or Magistrate 'visayapati! , 
8. District Head Quarters were called ‘adhisthana' , 
9. District Office V vicaysdhilerana!., 
10, District had a sub-division called 'vithi!, 
11, Officer incharge of a mibedivigion was 'Ayuktekn! (Keleiluri ins., 
12, Princas served as Provincial Governors, e.g., Prince Ghatotkaca 
was Governor of Airikinn-predoga, 
15. Visayapetis (District Officers or Magistrates) were appointed by + 
the Uparika (Governor) with the formal sanction of the king, to whom << 
the homage cf both wag duo, 1 
14, There were Ministers in attendance on the Emperor at the m 
15, In tho De, Hà, Qrs, (edhigthana) were located Dist, offices | 
end courts (adhikarana), The Dist, Magistrate was associated end T 
ted in hls administration (puroge sanvyavaharati) with en advisory 
council of non-officiels reprosenting different interests of 
locality, viz., (FILE MERE), (14) Represents 
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Merchants! Guild (carthaveha), (111) Chief of the Guild of Artisans 
(prethema-Iniike), (iv) Chief of the Union of Scribes (protham-ksyagtha 
16. The Staff of Sub-Divisional Office inoluled Pugtapele (Record- 

keeper), Kayagths (Soribes) ani Kulika (Representative craftsmen) , 
17. Transaction of ford formed an important pert of the functions 
of tho District Magistrates (Vissyapati), Government gave facilities 
to private donors intending to make gifts of leni for a religious or a 
charitable purpose, Such gifts were facilitated by & prescribed proce- 
dure, Ordinsrily land could not be transferred without the permission 
of ths Goverment, Its right vas regulated by 'rivi-dherma! or Tupada- 
keeyo-nivi!. By it the religious or charitable purpose was to be pro- 
moted ous of the income of the lend-granig, so That the Jani could md 
be transferred or alienated in any wey for profit, 
The sanction was given on the reports of its officers, Pustepelas 
The gale price of land is also indicated, It was at the rate of 3. 


Ginaras for 1 kulyevepa., Ditze = Kula, 1,9, that amount of land which 


cen bo ploughed by tuo ploughs, Vepa is the area which is sown, 


RECORDS : 1, Bilsed Stons Piller Inscription, GE 96 A+D+ 415 AD, 
2, Gadhwa Stone Ingoripiion GE 96 AD, 417 AD 
3. Udayagiri Cave Inscription GE 108 AD. 425 
4, Dhaneidahs Copper-plate GE 115 A.D, 452 
5, Methura inscription GE 115 AD, 422 
6. Tumain Stone Inscription GE 116 A.D, 455 
7, Karmedanda Stone Inscription GE 117 AD, 456 
9, Damodarapura Copper-plate GE 124 AD, 445 ` 
9, Demoderepura Copperepilate بر‎ GE 28 AD, 447 | 

10, Beigrem Copper-plate GE 128 AD, 447 
11, Mankuyar Buddha Stone Image GE 129 A.D, 448. 
12, Mandagor Stone Inge. of Benihu ' 


varman ani Ewmregupta I AD. 456 
COTNS 3 (2) Gold coing :- l SE E 
(1) Archer typo, (11) Suomdemen typo, (111) Agvemedha type, ` 


(iv) Horseman type, (v) Ldon-sleyer types (vi) Tiger-sleyer type, (vii) ; 
Peacock typo, (viii) Pratapa-typo, (ix) Elephant rider type, 1 


(b) Silver coins t- تن‎ 
First Gupta silver coinage was insugurcted by OG I after — 


his conquest of Western Ksetropes territories, Kumeregupte I-issed ` 
sliver coins in great abundance , ; 
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E 
(a) Sinte-valisnird, (o) Sri-—Nahendrasimha, (f) Mahonðdrakmera, (g) 
Siuhz-Vitvenn, (h) Vyoghramperakrama, (1) Sri-pratapa, (j) Mahenireditya 

FAMILY : From the inscriptions of KG I, we know that === 

1. his wifo was Anantedevi, probably a Kedenbe Princess, 
2. he had two sons, Puregupte and Skendegupta, 
5. Purugupta was born of Anantedevi و‎ cxendagupte was either 
her son or from another queen whose name 1s not mentióned in the records 


4, Ghstotkncaguota is said to bo a third son of KG I, but no 
definite proof is avedilable, 


DATES : First 96 GE = A.D, 415  (Bilsd Stone ار‎ 
Lasi 156 GE = AD. 3 (Silver coins) 


Fight with Pugyemitras and Dee in the later years of his 


reign, 
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ACCESSION: Tirst date - Eerliogt dete is 156 GE (A.D, 455) known £ 
Junagadh Rock Inge. of Hg Governor Pernadatta, E. ۱ 


Last dete - GE #143 (A.D, 467) known from his silver coins, 
WAR OT SUCCESSION? — 1, (a) Sk. G, & son emi quccescor of KG I, mom à 
from Didier? Piller Inseription of Sk, G., 
(b) Purugupte 2 son and successor of KG I, 
Krom from Bhitori Seal of KG II or III, 
2 froth could not be identical, because s 
(1) Not practice of putting second nemes on 
official documents, (11) Similerity of coins bearing names 
of Sk, C, ond Fi, due to the decline of the Empire, 
(b) Hor did they Givide the Expire, because s 
(i) St, G. was an all India Emperor, His records 
ere found at severe] places in 0, Indis incl, Bhiteri, 
Holande, otc,, (4i) the records of both are found at the 
seme places and also those of tho successors of Pu, G, 
Inscriptions of Du, G, are found at Sarnath, Banaras, Eran, — 
and wost India, i | 
3. Henco Majunier suggested wer of succession, 2 
۱ (a) Omission of Tex mene in Bhitari St. Ins. 
implies that S,G, wes not legitinste heir apparent, while ` 
there is mention of P's mother as Mahedevi Anentedevi in 


Bhiteri Sal Ins., making him legal guecessor, E 
(b) That S.G. got the throne from FG after wer — 
is hinted at in Jun, R, Ins, "Vyapetye servan mamujenire~ 
putrani Lakemih sveyem yan varsyamcokere™ (1, 5), Ya 
(c) ani also in Bhiteri St, P. Ins, = 3 


۲۷2 نتعه‎ te ott دندی‌تاه توه‎ stanbhenayodyatena, ...." 
The conflicted referred to here is between two brothers ` 
Sk, G. ond IG, 
But (a) the omission of Sk, ا واه‎ ame proves nothing be 
the epigraphic practico on the point is not uniform, keen 
been due to seribe!s omi هه ضوع‎ by mistake op to his en th t 
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other hand it implies tho previous practice of the selection of the ۱ 
boir-apparent on the basis of merit rather then of birth, The deg- | 
cription is given in a poetic way, t 
(c) Menace roferred to in the Bhitari St, P. los, ig pb dm 3 
tainly from the seions of the Guptes, but clearly from the feulatory 
rulers Pusyanitras ani foreign invedors Himas, Cf, "Semudita—bala-koaan,” 
4, SG, is the imediate successor, ag (a) the lest dete of KG I 
on his coins is 156 GE (A.D, 455-56), (b) the earliest date of 6, 
is also 156 GE (A.D, 455-56) on Jun, Rock Ins., and (c) nobody could 
intervene between KG I and Sk,G, Purugupta may have ascended the throno 
after S.G, Hence it follows that there was no war of succession. 


2 وت اننا‎ Les eS * 


WAR AGAINST PUSYAMITRAS 3 S&G. bogen his mertial activities as a Crom 
Prince in the later period of his father's life, Thess cenpeigns were 
completed in his own reign efter the death of his father, Of, "Pitert 
Givem upete viplutem vense-leksmim, Sve-bhuje-bele-vijiterir yeh prati- 
sthapye bhuyah" (Bhitari 6), 

PUSIYAMITRAS : (a) Acc, to R,D,Bennerji, they were ths first wave of the 
Deg, But, as thoy hed entered India for the first tine, we cannot 
expect thom to heve Iniianized mane of Pusyemitras, Like Selas (Aves, 
Azilises, Vonones), Kusanas (ierg, Kujula, Kenigka, Huyigkn), Humas 
(Toremana) and Greeks (heving legends on coins only in Greek for a long 
time before Iniienizing them), they too must have hed their foreign | 
and originel name, had they come from outside, : à 

(b) Vien Purana says that tribal kingdom of Pusyas wag 
situated in Kosala, وو ه. ب‎ Eastern part of C.P., Chhatisgarh, Raipur 
end mountain Mekela neer Orissa, The rulers of these regions might 


xp TCO NOR LN 


heve formed a confederacy and have attacked the adjoining Gupta terri- 
tory. They had a strong ermy, rich treasury ani anple resources, ينع‎ 
conquered Pusyemî tras who hed gathered. eM their strength ani resources, 
He had to strive hard to overpower his foes, m much so that he had to ` 
speni a whole night sleeping on bare ground (Bhitari st, P, Td. a 
WAR WITH THECHUNAS : Tho original home of the Dese was IW Chine, 
pressure they migrated to the vest, One trench of then wont to | ro 
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xd towards India, ubere they not similer crushing defeat at the 
herds of Skexdagupte,. Afterwixls they attacked Persia and defeated 
Piroz, tho Sossonion king in 454 A.D, This encouraged them to proceed 
egein to India, 
BATTLEFIELD g Skat. must nave fought with the "ees in Western Indis, 
for (1) dun, R, Ins, roforg to Mecchas EE E. yasya 
ripevo ‘pi ... Meccha-desagu" (4). Thess Mlecches must kaye been the 
Des, who are clearly mentioned in the Bhiteri St. P, Ins, as con 
quered by Se,G, "Hunair yasye semagatanya senero derbhyen dhara kampita" 
(ii) Hunes were a. groet menace to the country. There was a danger 
of thoir repeated invasion, lence SG, took speciel piens in selecting 
a befitting Governor of Surasura, He found ons in Pernadatta, 
TIME : The fight wes very severe, By the year 141 GE (A.D,460) ati 
these wars were over eni perfect peace prevailed as indicated by 5 
(1) Siem St, P, Inse, TE Ges 141 GE (4.0.4260) "rejye ... 
Smmaguptasya sento, Verse eye" . Sente does not mean the last year of 
his reign, as his silver coin YA the date 148 CS. 
(33) The. later part of his 36. , Ins, (155, 37, 158 GE, 455-56- 
57) also gives an impression of pêde ful times. Works of public wel- 
fero Like the construction of tenia, ete, cexmot be done under the 
stress of wer, A 
WAR WITH VAKATAKAS 3 Baleghots Cop.-pl, dë Prühivigsna II states 
Narenivasens. (A.D, 465-470) as واه تام مت ملعم وت‎ , The Vaka- 
takas were contesting Gupta overlordship in perts of wogtezn India, i 
Bub Sc,G, got back the aggression, This gets confirmation from the ۰ 
fact that Prühivisona, son of 'aseniregona, recovered the sunken for- 
tune of his family, after &,G.'s death, during FG's reign, as stated 
in the Vaketaka records 3 "nimegne=vemeasyedahortuh" and "Kosala- = 
Mekele-Malevadhipatyebhyarcite-sasansh" , 3 
EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE و‎ ` lie ruled over the whole of Northern Intia, fron 
Kathigver in the west, to Pengel in the east, Towards tha west, the 
Empire included regions like Swastra, Canbey, Malava ani Gujrat. 
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(23) ١ 
gopte of Ui Woe Vin Ha “OPH cer, Visaya-pati (Servanage, | 
visayapeti of Antarvedi). Tho administration of a visaya (Digt.) was 
carried on by officers put in charge of different departments, such as 
Agraherika (incharge of land-gronbs ?), Saulkika (incharge of customs), 
Gaulmika (incharge of forests), eic., The cities were placed in charge 

of executive officers, Thus, Cókrapelita was ogere-roleokm (Mayor) 


cf Giriuer, Sk, G, took great interest in the general administration ` 
of kis country, lie paid dus attention to the defence of his frontiers, 

He was very partcular in the choice of good persoarél for the adminigt- 
ration of his country, He picked those who were honest end who took ` 
interest in the general uplift of the society, Ho took extraordinary 
care in selecting the Governor of Surastra which vag vulnerable to 
foreign invasion, For many deys ho thought end exercised his mind, ani 
et lest hit upon Parnadotta as the only man able to shoulder the burden 
of that edmini stration, 

RELIGIONS و‎ 1. Religious tolerance, 2, Philanthropy on the part of 
the public, 3, ALL religions flourished سس‎ Ie was hingelf a Veigneva 
(cerame-bhasgevasta), Kabaum Iinsc,, Jeina ; Sculptures of Jaina Tirthen- 
keras, enl donetion to the temple of the Gem (Indor Cop,-pi.) for 
burning a lemp at might, 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS و‎ (a) Due to stress of wor, there was a heavy strain 
on his treasury, which ig evident from his coins of inferior golà sni 
silver, (b) In later timeg.ho raised the weight of coins from 124 — 

Er. to 148 gr, ani their standard from silver dineres to gold svarmas. 
(c) His silver eni coppercoins were also in ro. (d) Oniy tuotypés... 
of gold coins, the Archer,and tho king ani queen (ekem 2) types she 
found, (e) Industry sems to have been organized imier srenis or 
guilds (e.g, Tailita Sreni), (£) The guilds ected as Banke, donation ` 
of money to Guilds for public benefaction, Le) interest in works | 
of public welfare, like the: construction end repairs to lakes, High S 
ski. in Engineering. (Cf, Congbruction ani repairs to Suiargena Jake). 
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ACCESSION و‎ iib ceme to tho throne, ag en old man, after the death of 
| his brother SG, He wag the son of Uehara jadhireje-sri-Kuneragupte (I) 


and queen lehedevi (Imon fron Dhitsri Seal of EG III) ‘ 


PERIOD OF REIGN ¢ Trou A.D, 407 (being tha lest date of Sk.G, known 1 


fron his silver coins) to A.D, 475. (being the earliest date of hls son 
| and successor KG IT, on Serneth Inscription), 


EVENTS ; 1, lb lost his western dimeing, ور وود‎ (e) Maleva end Central — 
India, as is shown by the zbgeneo of coins. (b) His territory was 3 
restricted only to Pengel, Biher, Eastern pert of U,P,, as his coins 
are only found in these regions, Coins exe very few and ere only of 
the Archor typo. This suggests his short rule and streitened conditions. 

. 2, Cause of Fel * (a) Hunas might heve captured IM pert 

of his Empire, (b) Vakatakas occupied the southern, western, S4 parts 
of the Empire, Veketckes wnder Tarendragona (A.D, 455-470) were con- 
testing against the Gupta overlordship, S.G, دنه‎ them , After his 
death, Prthivisona 1I s/o Nereniragena, recovered his sunken family 
fortune, as stated in 'rinegna -vongsasyoddharttuh! of 3 
hin who rsiged ani restored the sunken family, Also 'Kosela-lekala- 

Ths time of Prthivisona II ig 470-485,‏ اس وه اه تم 

LITERARY REFERENCES s Paremartha in his "Vegubandhu" mentions that 


Vilremaditya sent his soa Baleditya to Bulhegupte, According to him, 
the Capital of PG can bo located st Ayodhya, 
Though PG lost c. great part of his Enpiro, still he reheined his 


a 
3 


title Sri-Vilarsms, on the analogy of Vilwemeditya, as is inom from his —— 


3 


Ayoühys was 'jays-skexlhevara!, pont of Cuotas from the time of Samira 
gupta, as knom from Gaya grant, e: 
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(Sarnath Inscription) 1 
KG II is the immediate successor of PG, His earliest 
dete is known from Sernsth Inge. on a stone image of Buddha, 154 GE (478) | 
RECORDS : 1, Sarnath Buddha St, Image Ins., GE 154 (A.D, 475). 


۶۰ Menlosor Ins, of Buihavarman & KG, 1۳۳495 529 (456, 472= 
75 AD., the letter part being in the time ûf KG II), 


SUCCESSION : 


3. Khoh Cop.-pl, Ins, of Parivrajaka Maharaja Hagtin, GE 156 
4, Gold coins, e 3 
CONTENTS OF RECORDS 3 Sarnath insc, records the event in KG's reign, 
Abhayenitra instels on image of Buddha. at a place like Sernath as a 
centre of Buidhisn, KC himself was a Vaisnava, but like his predecessors, 
he too was tolerant of other religions which flourighed under him, The 
insc, is Buidhistic in character and the image is fine specimen of art. 
The first pert of the Mandagor insc, and the dete (ME 495) given 
therein refers to the reign of KG I, Ani the second part containing the 
date ME 529, felis certainly in the time of KG II, In the time of KG I, 
a guild of silk weavers migrated from Lata desa to Dasapura (Mandasor) 
in Hedaya (C.1,) and built a stennis in A.D, 456, In A.D, 473, 
during Kc 11۱ و‎ reign, the seme guild effected repairs to the temple. 
"Bahuna samatitena kelenanyais ca parthiveih - Vyasiryataika-deso "aya 
bhavenagye tato 'dhuna," (56). Some translate it as ۱۸ pert of the ten- 
ple was damaged by many kings', saying that the root J& being transi- 
tive, it should have en object which is 'ekedega! here, and the subject 
is 'perthivaih' „ Fron this they infer that the Dose, who attacked | 
Iniia at that time, damaged the temple, because an Indian could not 
have done so, But, (i) mes did not achieve any success before 6th 
cont, A D. perticulerly in this part of the country (Mendasor, C.I.), 
(11) It ig strange thet one single invader could not heve damaged one 2 
part of the temple, and it needed the effort of several kings to do go £ | 
(iii) Hunas were not opposed to Sum-worship, A Sun-temple wag built 
during the reign of tho Muna king Mihirekula, (iv) In Senskrit we 
have many instencos in which the root e used intrensiti ly, € 
miini sarvo-lokmsys visiryste vane "thay, The usage ia calle 
تسیاب‎ prayogah', 1 is not وود‎ eni bn. this root 
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36) 1 
FLEET! s 11115 gebuere Sanh S much time elapsed and nany kings 1 
one part of tho temple foll into disrepair, ۳ Vyasiryate being used 
hore intrensitively, needs no object, Its subject 1s 'ekn-dogeh' and 
not 'parthivaini which is dependent for ita elucidation 'atitena!, i.e, 
‘somatitetr enyeis ca parthiveth!. Here 'enyeih' is also significant 
inasmuch as many kings passed but none of them came forth for the renee 
of the temple. The mony kings that passed between A.D, 456 and 475 were 1 
KG I (415 9-455), gp. (455-407), ani PG (497-475) , Though the períod j 
of 36 years is not very long, but io the writer of the Pragasti it 
appeared so (bahuna kaiena), Moreover, by the passing of threo kings 
during this period, the period, though short, locked like a long period, i 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE INSCRIPTION Fron the insoription we may infer that 
the political conditions preveliing during the reigns of Sk e and FG 
Were such that they did not ellow them or the guild of silk wesvers to . 
undertake the ropsirs of the templo, But under the reign of KC II, the ` 
guild fouxl the conditions favourable for repairs to the temple, It 3 
follows, therefore, that KG if esteblished a peaceful state of offeirs 
conce again in ths country under his rule, Silk weavers resumed their 
industry ani comercial activities, accumulated wealth end dia ‘ths repair | 
Thus, it san reasonably be inferred that KG II restored his lost family | 
prestige, 
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KEDI oppen, SE REE OF PARIVRAJAKA MAHARAJA HASTIN ( Se" 3 
GE 156, تون‎ 5 e T 


The insc, belongs to the time of KG II, when the Gupte kings were 
in the enjoyment of sovereignty (Gupte-nrpe-rajya-bhukteu), This shows 1 
that Hagtin was a feudetory under the Imporisl Gupta ruler KG II, Ho 
was one of the moat important of fewlatories who gave away gifts of 
thousands of cows, nfl, elephants, gold coins and lend, 
Hastin himself is described as a sovereign who had fevdatories of 


his own (peda-pindopajivinsh), SEA on homage to the Royal feet, 
EXPLANATION OF WORDS IN THE PLATE ; ۱ 1 


i, Sasana : Royal Charter of lani grant, 


2. Agrahera ¢ Tho village given away in donation to a Bralmana (Cf, 
use in this sense by Kalidasa in Raghuvemse), 


5, Udrenge : In Sesvata-kosa -- a tax, derived from ut- /z or from 
ub- /raj ; nature of the tex not defined ; must be cor- 
responding to the usual share of the produce dus to the 
State, which veried from time to time, In the Stis 
it is stated as one-sixth, 44 


4. Uporikere s With Senskvit 'upsri!  Prekrit 'upari' may be con ` 
nected Marathi 'operi! meaning a tenant who has no pro- — 
prietory right on the lend, but is a mere tiller, Hence ' 
‘uparikera' means a tax levied on cultivators who do 
not oun the land. they cultivate, But this method of e 
interpretation is not scientific, because we cannot * 
say that Marathi 'opari! was used in the sense of St. 
'uperi', It really means : upari m something above, 
Hence uperikera s.a tex in addition to the mein taz, 
surcharge or the super=tax of the modern times, 


5. EE : 1, That which should not be visited by 

Regular (bhata) end Irregular (cata) troops, Their 
visit to the ‘agraharas' was.prohibited in order to | 
meintein their sanctity ani seve the villagers from | 
forced end bumjonpone taxation ani contributions, Bub 
this, interpretation is not reasonable, Bhata may mean - 
Regular troops but 'ceta! has no authority for its 2 

; meaning as Irregular troops, Bhagwanlal ری‎ 


and ‘soldiers (bhata)! ani ines the c ۱ 
‘eaten preti bhatah' soldiers ëmge e 
robbers, i.e. Policemen, 

۱ In ancioni Tria am نموه‎ 
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Ae 8) L 
Policemen Ware وزج ۰ اي‎ CHORE TED They were not allowed to — 
disturb or harass it, Though this meaning of the expression has not 
found favour with meny an epigrephist, it is so fer the best 5-6 


6, Corae-dends-verjem : (a) ‘with the exception of the fines imposed ` 
on thieves by the king,’ Whereas 'ulrenga'! end ‘uperikera! 
were assigned to the grantee, the fines imposed on thieves 
were preserved by the rulers, (b) The fines on thieves 


‘Ls the function of the Judiciary and not of the Revenue 
Department, Therefore, in parting with the revenus of tho 


village, transfer of judiciary or executive power could not 
be implied, and, the mention of the exception of fines on 
thieves could not arise at all, Therefore, ! cora-danial” 
may be translated not as fine imposed on thieves, but a tex 
imposed on villagers for protection against thieves, This S 
can be compared with the present day 'chowiidera! tax to 
meet.the sslery of the watchman, Hence 'core-denie-verjem! ' - 
means ‘with the exception of tax for the protection of the 
village from thieves,' 
THE TERRITORY : The territory of the Perivrajeka kings, known from the 
find gpots.of their copper=pletes included Nagaudh, Ajayagerh, and 
Jeso States, situated in 18 forest kingdoms. S £ 
The first king vas Susarman, who was-religious-minded, king ani 
- recluse, In.one of-tho plates Susarman is called the sage Kepila and 
-daga- / also 'caturfridya-sthana', 


- The dynasty commixed the femilgsof) wegen hoke. Gosëegäer wag 
Dovnliys, Dovedya's gon-was Prabhenjena, his son was Damodara, his son 
was وا‎ and Hagüin's son was Senksobha, 


For Hastin we have dates ranging from 475-510 AD, Teking a 100 
years for four generations before Hastin, we may place the begiming 
of the dynasty at about 575 A.D., i.e, in the time of Samiragupta, | 

The expression "Gupte-nrpe~rajya-bhukten" in the plates shows that 
they were the fewlatories of the Guptas, 

One of the dates of Semksobha is A.D, 528, 

PURPOSE & METHOD OF MAKING LAND=GRANTS 8 
Purpose: . (c) Religious merit, (b).Upkeep of temples, (c) Carrying 
on worship, (d) Effecting repairs, (e) Enabling Brahmanas to 


the Vedas end perform sacrifices, (£) Boestee applauded in tho 
Puranns, tis ani Epics ag the best form of charity, - 
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۱ 1 | ۱ WEN 
very ronde ANGE Deg ٩01۲۵9 am, enero a largo mmber of 
lendegrants from the 4th to the 12th century A.D. 

Method s (a) The grants wore recorded in Charters. (b) The Char- 
ters wore drafted according to an established form, which had already 1 


become fixed by tho timo of Yejnevalkyn, (e) They wore written ona 
piece of cloth or engraved on copper=plates s ‘Pate va temra~patite va', 
Due to the perishable nature of the cloth, copper=plates were preferred, ` 
(a) Contents : i, Nems of the ruling king with his genoslogy, ii. Date i 
of malting the granb, iii. Eome of the villege or place granted eni the 
demarcation of its boundaries, iv. Emmeration of the privileges dou 
the grantee,(sodranga, soparikera, otc,), v. In the end verses from 
scriptures applauding the grant and _censuring any interference with it. 
vi, Execution of the task was entrusted to the xg > R SES Sandhi — 
vigrahika, vii, Grantees were mot made the absolute SH of the lend, K 
but only the revenues were assigned to then, 
A11 the grants conform to these requirements, 
GOLD COINS و‎ (a) Legend on the coins : "Mohere jedhire je-Sri-Kumeregupte, 
Fromadityeh" ani "Kremeditysh, This shows thet he held the imperial | | 


spi api بولا‎ RU. Batu Pw 


title. z E 
3 (b) About 20 coins ascribed to Xuneragupte sre preserved in 
the British ani Indien Museums, There are only a few of the heavier 
type. It is not definite whether all these coins are of KG II, or they 
also include those of KG I and KG III, 3 
DATES و‎ First date === 475 A.D, (From Sarnath Insc, of KG II). 


Lest date === 476 A.D, (From Serneth-Buidha Stone Imege Insc, of —— 
_ kis successor Bushagupta) . 


EXTENT + From Bengal to the eastern pert of U.P., with Maleva in the SW, ۱ t 
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Kunaragupta IX Budhegunta ۱ Bora ` 
(478 Sarnath Ins. (4786 Sur B.S, Ins, is. 495 - 2) pi E 
relation not men. 3 294 Su, coins) . Bhitori Gei of KG III | 

tioned - o, 476) BS Helenie gives relation | 


SUCCESSION : Rots KIL) dete on his Sarnath Inge. is GE 154 (AD. 475) ` 
earlier dete of Buiheguota Ze 157 GB (A.D, 476) on hig Sarnath B.S. 
inso, ines DG is the immediate guccoggor of KG II, But his Sernsth B.S. | 
Inse, ani other inscs, do not give Lig goxeclopg, or his relation with 
the Guptas, Only his Uelende May Seelings give a complete gensalogy, 
from the beginning up te BG end mention him us the son and successor of 
- Purugrba, Bhiteri Seal gives Noragimhagupte ag the son end guecessor 
of PC, Therefore BG and NG are roel brothers , ond both of them the 
song of Furug ugupts glong with Mmeregurte IL, 
IHPERIAI STATUS ? Mo title indicetive of imperial BE Some E 
like his Sernebh 3,8,1, Inse, sinply reads 'Bulhegupto prasaseti', But, 
(s) Ib is givon the epithets of 'Poreme=bhatterale-Meharejedhiveja- 
Buihegupta! in Demcdarpur Copper-piete, (b) Fe hes Provincisl Gover- 
nors, such og Mehzrojo Suragzloenirc cf Maleve, ruling the territory 
between Normada end Kelindi, under BG (Even Insc.). (c) Demoderpur 
Copser-piate aleo mentions his Governors in Punirovordkona-bhukti, as 
Brahmadotte and Jaysdctto, | 
FSUDATORY KINGS AID GOVERNORS : 1. Brahmedatta and Jayadatta as Upazila 
meharajas (Governors) of Pundroverdhennebhuzti in Bengal, known from 


Domoderpur Coppersplateg, A.D, 482 sni ulated respectively, ۱ 

2, Mahoraje Surasulcandra + fewiatory ruler of Malem, the torri. 2 ۱ 
tory lying between Nernada ana Kalingi, known from Eren St, P, Taso. SC 
(Under Surasziecnire was the Dist, Megistrate == vi cnyepatd == Mahara: 
Msbryisnu s: Eran SPQIns,) (Under Jayadatta was Dist, Nagist, 
Kotivarse visaya; Ayuicteko-sonieke t1 Domoder, "CA 2s 
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In وان‎ pt aan Safi ۲ مرج مومع مو یو‎ SIE.) $ 1 
In the South wa. Xelindi, E | 


in tho Horth --- Gonga, 

It included tenoras == th BEÎ îns; f GE Inia 1 

he issued gold coins, Ik o kept | his inherited kingdom intact, ' 1 
ADT STRATTON و‎ Provinces و‎ ruled by Governors and Feudstorieg who were | 

helped in the administretion by the Deputy Governors, 1 H 

Demoóerpur Cop,-pl, سس‎ The District Vepistrete (visayapeti) was 
helped in adminigtretion by en Advisory Council of four members ropre- 
sentatives of different interests of the locality, viz., 1. lagera- 
gro gil ~~ Prosident of the Chamber of Commerce (nemed Dhrtipela), 
Z. «ro0bhsma-lulike عه‎ Forenen of the Guild of Artiseris (Dhrtimitra), 
4, Sarthavaha SE Representative of Marchente or the city (Bandhumitra) 3 


KE eee Socrolery to Administrative Council 
(Sembanela), 
Trensfer cf leni end gale of lend wore regulated by the State, The 


Coppev-»lete grants cive the cfministretive machinery end procedure 
for grants of jem for public purposes, charitable end religious endo 
nents, etc, vas to submit en application for it, The lend te be granted 
should not eause any loss of Revenus to the State, Accordingly, such 
lend is required to be + (2) aprada == not yet settled, (b) aprahata == 
not yet cultiveted, or (c) khils-keotra -- no men's leni, 

The customary price steted in the inscriptions is st the rate of 
5 Dineras for each 'kvlyavepa’, which means the area of lend on which 
one bad en of sede cen be som, (one kulya weighing 9 Dronas), 

The grent of the applied for lend by the Goverment depended upon 
the recomeniations of s Comittee of three 1م10‎ Reconi-keepers, called 


Pugtepalas,The purpose for which the lend wes granted was usually the 
performance of daily sacrifices, etc, by tho Drakmenns, 


Provinoiel Governor, Uparika Mshareja, wes Gesi sted by a council of 
local non-officiels : (1) Mehattere-s, (2) deeg [. 
Gromiko-e, and (4) Kutunbina-s. ۱ 

COINS : Budhagupta ineuod sliver coinage, of Control Trala tyros v 
his own nemo ani with his title مه‎ s 'avenipati', 


5 undor the image of the king., The ren? mariam 
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Srinsn 5 gueceedod KG IL, As 2G wuccecded KG il, therefore Sriman 3, 


1 e 9 3 
Peakaselitya, ani Bulhagupta nre one end tho gamo person, So the coins 


of Prakasaditya are of Budhazunte., 


TEDICATIONS OF DECLINE : Though BG exercised his away over the whole : 


of his énbertted ompire of northorn Iulia, it is obvious that the Gupta . 
power end prostiro was on itg decline, The Fewlatories Hetirekas ani ۱ 
Ferivrojakes mention the Guptas in vague terass. Governors of Maleya 
eni Bengel, called only 'upcrito! in the tim of XG I, were now culled 
"Maharaja. 
DATES + First date GE 157 (A.D, 476) , known from Sarnath B.S Inge. 
Last date GE 175 (A.D. 454) , knon from his silver coins. 


RECORDS : 1, Sarti Buddha Stone Inege Inscription AD. 476 
2, Pele: Gonner-plate AD, 478 
5. Demodarpur Compor-plate AD. 492 
B Derodarpur Cogper-picto 
o Eren Filles Inge, . AD, 454 


6. Nelende Clay Seal 


o 
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NARASIMHAGUPTA (BALADITYA) ZE 


SUCCESSION : Son of Purugupte ani Candredevi (rend by | 
devi ; by H,Sastri as Vainyadevi ; by Chalravarti as andr 
Bhiteri Seal of Kumaragunta III, He ig known from the game £ 


Aa ani foes, i issued no e eem 
IWAN CINANG?s ACCOUNT 1 Yuan Chuang (629 A.D.) in Es detailed | ۳ 
of India wrote thet the tyrant Mihirekula inyaded Magadha and was Zeg 
defeated by king Baleditya, who, like a Buddhigt, did not 111 him 
released him, But tho date of Mihirakulė, determined on epigrephio ` s 
grounds, is A.D, 532 and the reign of NG (in A.D, 495) camot be 


on legends and hearsay, . 
RECORDS : 1, Bhiteri Seal of Kumaragupta ITI 
2. Nalanda Seal of Narasimhagupta, 
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SOURCE : (2) Known fron Guneigher Copper-plate GE GE 188 
(A.D, 507); stated ag 'Mahodevo—pedemihyato Maheraja—ari Vainyaguptah' | 
Gunaigher is in Tipporch Distt., in Bengal, 

fb) Netente Clay Seel doscribog hin ag Maharajadhiraja. 


(e) Gold coins of Archer type, with Garuda symbol, Allan 


OT EET نجي‎ CET TERM Ap) vu 


wrongly read the nemo ag Candra on these coins, This would need the 
eddition of another Cendragupte (III 2) to the ligt, a name not Imown 
from other sources, whereas the name Veinya is attested by epigraphic 


evidence, 


RELATION : Neither go 


VG is dogeribed in Gumad 
devotee of Siva, while Gupta 
his reletion with the Inperi 3 
(i) His gold coins with G 
(ii) Religion of a monarch ig 
STATUS s ' (a) Ib may be a feulatory cal ruler or Governor of B 
Bengal ag indicated by his epithet ‘Mehoraja’ in Guneigher Cop,-plate, 
But, (i) If he was e locel ruler of Bengal, his clay seals could not 
been found at Najanda, (ii) On the other nand, ho is proved to be an 
Emperor, because Gunad Cop.Pl. states Vijayasena as hie Viceroy and 
Rulradatta as his vassal or feudatory king, (iii) He done gold 
coins which was the privilege of an Imperial ruler, (iv) Nalanda Clay 
Seal. cells- hin as 'Msharajadhivaje', (v) The epithet 'Maheraja! only 
on Gun, C.P, may be a slip on the pert of the seribe, KG I ig also dos- 
eribed as only 'Meheraja' in Manner image Ingcription, and s too as 
'"Mehereja! in Riddhspur ‘plates. 
RELIGIONS :. Saivien : Cuneigher Coppor-plate, ; 3 
 Veignevisn : Gold coins, 
Buddhism 3s Vainyagupia seems to tho fire monarch mE 
a piece of leni for the maintenance of a Buidhist Vihara (Gun, CPL.) E 
ADMINISTRATION ;  Cunaighar Copper Fleto د‎ 
Provinolol aiminigtretion through Viceroys anl Kunerenetyas, Y 
AA / . Vijeyasena held e 
guch ag 'Dutaka! s! feck e Leen ma 


3 
:0-0. Prof. Satya Met Shastri eme os 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
3 H D 5 
7 0 7 0 : 


Crag 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


'Maha~piluepati' (Commander of Elephant Forces), fPancadhikerenoparika! 
(President of the Board of 5 administrative offices), 'Patyuperika! 
(Chief Officer of Accounts Depertuont), 'Pur-peloperike! (President of 
the Board of City Meyors or Chief Police Officer), 

Kunarenatyas, incharge of certain Visayas, were under Viceroys, 
Dutaka was a superior officer to Kumeramatye.. 

Sendhi-vigrahsihiberens wag the Minister for Peace ani Wer, viz, | 
Kayasiha Naradatta, the scribe of the Gunsighar Copper Plate, 

The old practice cf administration was kept up from the time of 
Kumaragupta I up to his time, 


RECORDS: 1, Gunsighar Copper plete, dated A.D. 507. 
2. Nelenda Sel. "des 
DATE :  Gumaighar Copper Plate, GE 188 (A.D, 507). 
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BHANUGUPTA 
Gasmar 


SOURCE و‎ Eran Stone Piller Insc, of the time of Bhanugupta, GE j 
RELATION 2 tun 1 
اند‎ : either genealogy nor parentage nontionod in eny rocorá, 


7 E 


but the ending (gupta) to his nome indicates thet he was related 
with the Guptag, 
STATUS ; The insc, describes him only as 'raja rehsn'-- a mighty king E 
 'jegati previrch! ww a great hero in the worlds sri'Pertha-remnh! | 
equal to Arjuna (in brevery), llo Imperial title (like 'mebarojadhizeja!) | | 
is attached to him, not even 'maharaja'!, ۱ 
As regards the position of Bhenugupta in the Gupte dynasty, we 
may assume that : (a) Either he was a Viceroy of the Meleve (Eran) 
during the time of tho Emporor Veinyagupte, and fought the battle of 
Eren with Hunes, on bohelf of hig Emperor ruler Vainyagupta . str 
(b) Or ho was an Imperial sovereign ruling over Eran (Malava) d 
contemporancously with Veinyegupta, In the latter case, the division 
of the Gupta Empire must be presumed, viz,, Eastern region ag far as 
Nelenda ruled by Veinyagupta, and Western region (Malava) ruled by 
Bhanugupte, 
(c) In any cage, Bhanugupta cannot be the successor of VG on de ظ‎ 
Gupta throne in Magadha, on the score of chronological difficulties, 
GUPTAS LOST MALAVA : Tho two brothers Netrvigm and Dhenyevismu raised 
a flofstef? at Eren in GE 165 (A.D, 484) in the time of Bulhegupta 
(Eran Stone Pillar Inge, of Budhegupta, GE 165) 
Dhanyavisnu, again, erected a Vignu temple with Versha image at 
Eran during the 1st regnal year of Toremana, the Fma king (Eran Stone ; 
Boar Insc, of Toramans, Regnal year 1), ` 
This implies chango of rulers within one generation, at least in — 
this part (C.I,) of the Empire, ۱ p. 
FIGHT WITH THÉ HUNAS : Ho fought with the Humas either as en Imperial 
ruler (eovereign), or, being a Governor, on behalf of his Imperial = 
ruler Vainyaguota, Eran St, Pill, Ins, of Bhanugusta, c ۳ و‎ 
tolls us that BG, along with Goparaje fought at Eyan fierce an 
battle, Goparaje wie Killed in the betile-fiol and ١ | 
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UAITTRAKAS OF VALABHI 
WEE 


WHO WERE TH TITRA 
تست‎ MATTRAKAS ? (A) Some scholars have migtaken them for 


foreign people, Their view ig based on the interpretation of an exe 


pression occuring in thoi» records و‎ "Frasabhe-prenatemi tranên Maitra — 
kanan atule-bala-sapetna-mandalathogo-—sacekte-semprahira sita-labiba- 
pratapah secese Bhatexkkah", which they construe as 'atulem balem te gam ! 
te etula-balāh, te sapatnah, tesan prasabha-pranatanitransn Maitrekénam ` | 
nexdelebhogeh, tamin samgaleta-semprahara-gaten labiheh pratepsh yena, | 
sa Bhatarkkah,' 1.9. Bhatarkke bowed down forcibly his enemies who 
vere Maitrakas, Koilhorn emphasises the point by saying that there is 
no word like 'kvle! or 'vemge! to connect 'Maitrakanan' with Bhaterkiah, | 
Therefore Maitrakensn should be taken with sapatnanan, 

BUT : (a) The interpretation is open to grammatical objection that a Balu- 
vrihi compound cannot be interpreted in this manner, 

(b) In order to connect Maitrakanan with Bheterkkeh, 1t is not 
necessery to have the word 'vamse! or 'kule", e.g, Vaketakenam ,,.., 
Therefore Meitrekenem should be connected with Bhaterkkah, vizes 
"Maitrakensm Bheterkicah", iC, "Maitrakensm kule Bhaterkkeh". 

(B) The other argument for their foreign origin is 3 Their family 
name 'Msitraka' is derived from Mitra, the Sun, Therefore they must 


OT o PRI SUL Te اک‎ RE ۲ 


have been the ‘Sun-vor shipping people of Persia, whe came to India 
with the Huns, | ý 3 2 K ; 
BUT : The Meitraka Kings were usually the EE of Siva, Only ono 
ruler out of a 100 kings is described as 'pereneditye-bhskta!', eni _ 
even he is not the first ruler. First seven of these kings are styled ` | 
ag !pezenn-Hatesyare! , 5 ۱ 
It is difficult to undergteni the significance of their style 5 : 
"Maitreka! , It is doubtful if the word is connocted with Meitreyake, — 
which means a worshipper in n Pudühigtic Pemple, or is the .. 
of bards born of a Ksatriya fether and Veisya mother, Anyway, B 
of Velebhi is styled as '"Meitrekn', 
5s HOW DID THEY COME TO BE ESTABLISHED ? ` About a hundred availabl 
records of the dynasty supply the dates renging from à pt 
Ero 188 to 447 (AD, 50 to 788), Tron the beginni 
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the kinga beer the title Maharaja! or somo other title of feulatory 
position, but no title of luporiel ronk, It has beon held that the | 
leitroke, kings revolted ageingt the Guptas and established a, separate 
indem of their own, 
BUT 8 ; aie 


this appears to bo incorrect, for the third ruler of the dynasty, 
Drona simha, describes kingolf as one whoge enointment to the throne 
had been performed by the Imperial lord himself, who was the master of 
various regions 2 "Iles ممه سحاو سه‎ -nendeledEm- evendna. perensegyemias 
sveyen upehlie-rajyebhisskeh", This shows that the Heltrekas attained 
the high position through peaceful. means and by the congont of thoir 
Imperial lord, whom they owed their ellegience, 

WHO COULD BE THE IMPERIAL LORD ? The earliest date of Dronaginhe is 5 
(A.D, 502) i.c., the beginning of the eth cont, At the close of the 
Sth end beginning of the 6th و عه‎ the honour cf being desoribed as 
en Inporiel lord (i.e. power) can be shared by three different families, 
(1) Guptas s Veinyagupta, Mahorajedhiraja (A.D, 507). 
(2) Hunas : In 510 Guptas lost Malava, when Toremana established him- 
self in Meleva (according to Eran Boer Inscription), 
(5) Yesodhermen $ He conquered Yaman kings in A.D, 552 ani became a 
'samrat', He might have risen to pouer near about A,D, 502. 

EXAMINATION OF THE ABOVE : (2) Des: In the territories which passed 
into the hands of the Huna, the uso of GE was given up, as the Eran 
St, Pil, Ins, of Metrvism und Dhenysvigmu ia dated in CE 165 (Budha —— 
gusta's reign), but (a) enothor Eren St, Boar Insc, of Dhanysvism in 
the timo of Huss ig not dated. in GE, but in the Regnal Year of Toramana 
(b) Gwalior Insc. of Mhirakula bears the Regenel Tear of Mihirakula, ۱ 
It Heys therefore sbe inferred that in the territories of the Huhas, the | 
usa of CE was dingue. 3 M d 

On the other hand, the Meitrekn grents are dated in GE, It ig, — 

therefore, clear that tho authority of the Dames had not penetrated S 


Seuragbra at thet time, . E 

| (3) Tagodharman s (1) In his time the Guptas ani Hunas hed dis- 3 

appeared, Thoy are assignei ۵ ۵ poh, (ii) Guptas were conte ۱ 

e cleim to the suzoreinty of/Indie at least up to A,D, 510, Bt 

fought e battle at Eran in 510, most probably with the Himas, 

dharman must be GES US H LEE Ho might have s 
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career earlier 95 & ruler of Dasapura, but he could not have sten, 
Shed himself as on Tnperiel ruler before AD, 510, (444) Toramana 
captured Eran (Maleva) in A.D, 510, One year for Toremena and 15 years | 


for Mihiretule : tho Tmas must heve, therefore, been in power in N, 


India up to to A.D, 526. Ani, tho guzerainty of Tasodharman mist be after ` 


that date, whereas the dete of Dronagimha ig AD, 502 
THEREFORE, 


(1) it would heve been e Gupte ruler who performed tho 'rajye~ 
bhisoka! of Dronaginhe in A.D, 502, In 211 likelihood ke i Veinye- 
gupta, because hig record beers the date A.D, 507 ani the date of his 
predecessor Dudhegupta is AD. 495, 

Hence the Maitrakas attained to power; not by rebellion, but by 
peaceful methods, They greduslly strengthened their euthority in 
Surastra, 

CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH MATTRAKAS | CAME TO EE ESTABLISHED و‎ 

(1) In Jun, R, Ins, Skewiogupta is desoribed es having fought with 
the Mlecchas, who wore corteinly Himes as is indicated by his Bhiteri 
St, Pil, Ins, (2) He is further described there ag being very emcious — 
to select a Governor, competent to manage Suractra, am) prevent the 

| possible repetition of & foreign invasion, Liko Sekas, the invader 

must have come from Persia, See, through Bolan Pass to Western India 


| 
۱ 
Sk.G, was therefore taking precautionary measures by searching for & 
capable officersfor civil ani military administration, ۱ | 
Pernedatte was eppointed as the Governor of Surastre to look after ` 
the civil administration ond we may conjecture that tha defenes forces ` 
were under the charge of Senapati Bhaterkia, In iim course of time, 
Guptas, being plesged with Bhatarkka, invested him with both civil 
ani military administration, These offices were hereditery in those — 
days. By the time of the thin generation (Dronesiuha), Gupta Spa 1 
folt that these faithful officors should be consecrated formally, 


So by this wie stop te tried to vin thoir good vill, because sb 


Tho Mattrekns started fist as generals (senspeti), then i 
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1. Tho first Huna invasion was repulsed by Skendagupta, 
2, Indications of a second Huna invasion oro found in Ze 


(a) "H&jn& Hnzdhipsnim ksitipoti-mukubenhy&siri yan previste" 
.(MSPI of Yagodhernen) 
Comparison of the extent of Yosodhermen!s empire with that of the 


` Tunas and the inclusion of the territories forrerly held by the Hunag, 
could only be possible if dunes hed invaded India a scond time و‎ pens- | 
trated ani conquered at least the NW, pert of India, | 

(b) In Herge-cerito, Bena seys t= "Atha kedecit raja Rejya-verdheno | 
Hunen hentun utteransthen orehinot" , This proves tho presence of the 
Hunss in Ny, Panjeb and Kashmir, east of Indus, Utterapatha is the 
country beyond 'Prthuieke! (modern Pehowe in Karnel Dict.) according 
to Rejasokhera, 

(c) From several other passezes in the Horge-carite, 3t can be 
gathered thet the country where Bana locates the Fumes, is to the east 
of Indus. 

(à) Mti-vakyamta of Somadeve states that the Imas captured 
Citrakuta, which may be either the modern Oitrskuta or modern Citteura. 


| z zs 
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NATIONALITY OF TORAMANA AND MIHIRAKULA 


(a). Ho express stetenent about the natlonelity of oramar oni lihirc- 


| kula is found either in their records or even in the Mandasor inse, of 

| Yegodhesmen, In Yagothamenis inge. the Imas are referred to asa 

| "bygone pouer! of the past, while Mihirəkula is stated to heve been ظ‎ 
tho contemporery of Yasothaumen, Thorofore, Mihirakula vas not a Huna, 

BUT ¢ we ray take into consideration the fact that although Nihirakula, | 
tho Huna ruler, was a contemporery of Yasodharman, the Himes in gone: 1 
heve been referred to in the past, because they were to longer pow 
rulers, They were reduced te the position of Scmantas (like the Me: 


3 Ki مب‎ EAR 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


(b) Ce SR 
Thai 8 dation Ce and eGangotri 1 
ajedhina hirejeesri-Toremane' in the Mendasor insc, 


beceuge this mode of address SE 


applied to other kin ] 
88 of definitely foreign Ke Coe eh 
sri-Vin ار‎ " " 


“eee not neke hin en Indian king 
5 


(c) م‎ ti RN 4 


that he was neither & Forthian nor a Soka, Excepting the ings of 
Keniske-group, no Seka or Parthian ruler of India used the title of f 
'Sahi!, And the title of 'Jeuble! was never used by Kani ska= group even, 

(à) The successors of the Imperial Kusana rulers in NW, Panjab | 
ond Kabul valley continued the title of 'Sahi!. Toremena, after cone. 
quering them, adopted the title 'sani! from his predecessors. 

(e) Unlike Mihirokula, Tozemana does not mention the name of his 
father, which is contrary to tho Indian practico, Therefore, ho may be 
takon as tho first ruler of his clan eni who established himself in 


India, 
(£) The nemo of Torsmena ig neither Songkrit nor Prakrit, but is 


decidedly foreign, As it took time for foreigners to adopt Indian 
nomog, they reteined their original names in The first generation, : i 
(g) Toramana' s identification with Kald g/o Sisupala, as suggested 
by an Indologist, cennot be accopted, as there are several discrepan- 
cies in the theory., o,g., (i) The name of Kelki's son is Ajita, while — 
RE son was Mihirelula, There is no evidence to prove that Ajita j 
was tho scond name of Mihireluie, (ii) According to Jaina accounts T: 
Kalki ruled over Megédha, while it cannot be shown thet Toramana ever — 
ruled beyond NW, Indie end sone parts of Central India, or had any 
connection with Sigupela of the inscription, (iji) The characters of | 
the ins, belong to Kusana period, Therefore Sisupala belongs tp pre- | 
Gupta period. (iv) 'Sisupelah perthivenikn-peleh' , Toremans was nob 
a Parthian, je ho was not Sisupala و‎ nor was ho a ksatriya, becatise 
he was not an Indian, (v) i ep 
(n) Some coins &scribed to Hopthalite kings bear the Jegeni which — 


Ae a counterpart of 'Shaha-Jeuvie! of the Kura insc, The uso of this 


title by Toremana shows that he was a Hune, 
Like so many other foreign tribes like Stas, Parthians, 5 
etc,, the Hunas algo became ontirely Indianised, They: Ges 


Fren St: UKA 
wa ع - و‎ rer 
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3 the Gupta officer was killed, This wer must have been between the 


RECORDS ; (i) ‘Toremana’ و‎ record : Eran Boar Inge, of Regnal Year 1. 


Ge. 
ence tizi a Sama SE Chennai and eGangotri 
of Jr Guo they their barbaric character end became 


t 
horoughly Indian ped, During their rule donations were made to 
Buddhist monasteries oni temples, 
mame 0000 ---- 
ORIGIN OF THE HUNAS 


The Dong e were known to the Chinese writers from c, 4th or 5th 
cent, B.C, A section of the great Yui Chi tribe of DN, China 8 


known as Hoa-tun, in Europe as Epihalites, to Persian ani Arabic wetters 
as Haitul, From their original home in north of Chine, Mongolia, they | 
came to Khotan ani spread over Oxus, One wave went to Burope ard 
seized the Roman Empire under their leader Atilla, Another branch 
attacked Persia, The warfare lesting for over a century, they defeated 


at last the Sassanian king Peroz in 484 A.D, Meanrhile they came to 
India through the Polen Pass ani attacked Surastra, as can be inferred 
from the Jun, R, Insc, of Sk,G, and his Bhiteri Pil, Insc, In this war 
the Tunes were defeated end they retired from the Indian border, But 
their success over Feroz in 484, placed them in a very advantageous 
position arû they attacked India for the second time, They consolidated — 
their position, changed their line of advance === Kabul, NWFP, and 
Panjab, They did not advance towards the Genga=plain, but went to en. 
region of Bren (Malava). As Toramana is described without any prede- 
cessor, he may be taken as the first ruler, In Eran, Buihagupte was the _ 
ruler according to his Eran Insc, of 484, His rule continued up to 495. 
After 16 years, in 510, we hear of a battle fought at Eran in which 


Guptas ani the Humas, This would indicate that the Hunas had conquered ` 


Panjab, etC., some years earlier, P. 


-— 


i) Mihirakula's recòrd : Gwalior Insc, Regnal Year 15, 

Just ag Attila in Europe, 60 in India Mihirakula is attributed ` : 
with ermelties in the Buddhist circle, Yuan Clueng merreteg the 3 
crusltieg ani calls him a blood-thiraty tyrant ani permcutor of t 


Buddhists. 1 S ; 
During Toramana's reign & game at Bran waa bul: 
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RECORDS LI 
— Le "e. Stone s Slab eor of Yegodhermen alias Vigmu- 
verdhena, ME 589 (A.D, 532), 
2. Mandagor Stone Piller Inscription of Sheet undated, 
OLIN OF DENITIY 1 In Mani, St, SL, Insc, the nano Yagolhermen is motel. 


tioned first ani after it comes Vignuverdhans, According to the general 


epigraphic practice, the name òf the Imperial ruler is mentioned first 
and thet of his feulstory after it, But here the person bearing the 
first neme is described simply as 'jenenira', while the next person is 
styled as 'rajadhiraje-parenesvera’ , On the other hand, the Piller ns, | 
styles Ye sodharman as 'sanrat', Consequently, there can be two SE k | 
(a) Yesodhermen is a guzeroin ruler, and Visnuvardhana a fevdatory, or i 
(b) vice versa, 

BASAK's VIEW ; At the time of the Slab Inge, YD was a feudatory, He 
attained suzerain position later on when he had conquered many Ê 
Hence he ig styled ag ' samrat! in the Pillar Inscription, 

As YD fought many shcecessful. wars on behalf of his suzerain V,V., 
he is given the first place in the record (i.e. Slab Insc.), 

BASAK! s VIEW REFUTED : W might have fought ssverel successful battles 
for his suzerein, the priority of his name cannot be justified on that 
account, It is contrary to the usual practice, Moreover, there is no 
place for V,V, in political India in the later part of the 5th cent, or 
the first part of the Gth, because in the latter part of the 5th Buihe- 
gupta was ruling there (Eran Pil, Ins.) from 484 to 510, Bhanugupta | 
ruled over Malava in 510 (Eran St, Pil, Ins,), After that Toramena | : 
appears to be the naster of thet region, ani then Mhirakula sucoseded | 
him, YD then defeated Mihirekule, So there is en uninterrupted succe= 
ssion of these rulers in Meleva : BG 484 - BhG 510 - Tor, c, 512 = 


5 


Therefore the view of Basak that YD of the Slab Ins, was a fouls i3 
tory of V.V., the suzerain ruler, is not tenable, PSOE 
AILAN” s VIEW $ Y) wai tha suzerain ruler ani V,V, his feulato: ii د‎ 


MHK, o, 528 = YD 532, d 
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contradicts thig supposition, 
CONCLUSION ; 


None of them isa Teudatory of the other, but both the iab | 


bel 
ong to the je Person, i.e, YD & V.V, are identical, This view gets — 


confivnetion/fron the expression : "Sri-Vi snuverddhana-neredhipatih ga 


" g 
eva." 'sa eva! refers to the preceding verse, or even to the preceding 


name Yd, (b) The M 8,21 Ing, 


'samrat! 


describes the assumption of the title 
by YD in the game manner as that of 'rajedhiraja-paremesvara! ; 
by V.V, in the Slab Insc, So sawat YD of Piller Ins., jenenire YD ani 
rajedhiraja V.V. of Slab Inge, ero one and the sme person, 
(c) Moreover, the territories ruled by YD described in the Piller Ing, | 
ore the seme as those of V.V, described in the Slab Inge, : Himalaya (N) = 
Vinihya Mountain (s) =- Western ocean (W) == Brahmaputra (E), | 
(d) Abhayadatta às mentioned in the Slab Ingo, as a feuletory of 20-7 7 
We, therefore, need not make either of YD end 7 eV, as a feudatory. The 
only conclusion is that they are identical, 

== 000 amon 


lins or dynasty i 
LINEAGE : ` Some hold him to be the founder of the family, ماه تمه‎ auli- d 


.kere-lenchens atma-vamso yonoditoditagpedem gemito geriyeh" (M,St.s1.). 
Misinterpreting the expression 'atms-vemgsah' و‎ they conclude that the | 
dynasty began with him, But the real meaning is ‘By whom his om family 
was ralæd to higher and higher position,’ Se 

YD is deseribed here as having *Aulikarat (the Sm or Moon) as his 
Coat of Arms, The word 'Aulikera-lenchana! is applied algo to king Mara- 
varman in tho line of the kings of Dasapura, The lineage of the Deme. 4 
can be constructed from thoir inscriptions :- 

E: Jeye-vermon 

2. (son) Simhaverman 5 Meni, Stone Insc, of W, AB, 404 


Lé: 1 7 
SUA XO ous 1 Di n 
عرفا ات لذ‎ a لاخر يوي‎ CORP 1 


8. (son) Nere-verman : 

4. (son) Vigva-vermon ) M Stone X; of VNV. 425 AQ. GER 
5. (son) Bandhu-varman Mand. St, Inse, of Beniluverman, 456 : 
6. | Yasodhernan (V.V.), Mandasor St. Slab Inge. ot: 
They ere Qenerolly walled Yamana of gesch 
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CH 
(aniano Stong Meb, E BY uel M LOAD O) "Kuneregupte prthivin ` 
Presets... 44, bebwa Copie mrpe-Vieveverme,"” (verge 24). But 
after Reo YD becam the sovereign ruler, with the decline of the 
& Empire, Humas occupied Maleva, defeating the Guptas, Yagodhermen 
repulsed the Imag and become the suzerein ruler of Meleva, In thig 


task of expending hig empire, he appears to hevo come in clash with 
Guptas aleo, 


ACHIEVEMENTS ¢ 
nee 


- - Es 


His achievements ere enumsreted in his Mandagor Inse,, 
AD. 556 ۶ "Praco ven eubrhotes ca bahun viiceh, . Sema. yudha. ca 
v&g2-gnn previdhays yena و‎ Bto! (v, 7) سب‎ sublued mony great kings of 
eagt and north, through gteto smanship and valour, ete, He defeated 
Mhirekula also, who paid korege to the foot of YD و‎ "Mildvraluln-nrpeng- 


1 
D 


roita-pedaeyusmem" (M, Pil, Ing,), XD conquered countries which even 
the Guptas and the Tunas could not ever conquer; "Ye bukta سسايدة‎ 
no seknla-vesulha-krenti-drgte-oretapeih, Najna Hunsdhipenem kgiti- 
peti-mukutedhyasini yon previste," (v, 4, Pil, Ins.), 
ADMINISTRATION 3 Meleva end western Indie were pleced under the Covernor- 
ship of Dharmedeso, emi after him, under Dee, (Nirdosa) (M, Slab Ins,), 
DATE و‎ Hasbivarman of Perivrajeke family in his Majhagewem Plate, GE 191 ; 
(A.D, 510), and Sem sobha, his son in his Khoh Cop,-pl, GE 209 (2.528,غ)‎ - 
recognigs Gupta overlordship $ "Gupta-nrpa-rajye—bhurbau" , ID's dete in 
M, St, Sl, Inge, is A.D, 552, D's statement of victories Ng 
or his victories ere posterior to A.D, 528, But his statement is neither 


9 


boastful nor due to poetical exaggeration, it is a historical stetenent | ۱ 

vine specific names of territories conquered, Therefore, his victories 

must have been posterior to A.D, 528, i,0., betwoen 528 (Somksobha's 
نوم‎ dete) ond 552 (D's own statement in his inscription), 

VIKRAMADITYA : Because of his victory over the Thmas, some scholerg waa 
him as the legendary Vilremeditya, but this title was already used by 
several. Gupta kings, No coin of YD bearing this title has been found, b 

DECLINE و‎ With YA tke line comes to an end, Tho Meukheris might heve been — 
the caus of his femily's eni, 
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HISTORICAL, IMPORAAN by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri (5 8) E 


2 OF APHASAD INSCRIPTION OF ADITYASENA 


„This inscription reveals + 


~ 


to ug a Jine of kinga believed to be an 


offshoot of the Tnporial Guptes, eni new called Later "ke of Megndha. 
by historians ani archeeologi sta, 


Adityasens, whose inscription it is, probably ruled in Megedha or 


some country near it, ag this insc, along with others was found there, 
The gensalogy given in 1t is as follows 1 1, Krenegupte, 2. Hareagupta, 
3. Jivitagupta I, 4, BRE. Gë fought with Igenaverman, probebly 
5. Denodsraguyta (who also fought with the Maukharis), 6, . Mahasonagupta 
(who fought with Susthit evermen), 7, Madhavagupte (who had probably some 
relation with Harsa of Kenguj ۶ "gri -Har padova-ni janenge ERO 
9, Adityasena (the inseriber, ard his queen), 
But unfortunately, the ingeription is silent about the territorial 
limits of the kingdom of these rulers, Besides the history of kilima ` 
a few important deductions can be dram from the information contained 
in it, 
HAR WITH TUE MAUKHARIS ; Firstly, there song to have been a prolonged int 
intermittent warfare between the Later Guptas and the Haukharis o£ 3 
Kenna who probably were thus engaged in contest for supremacy in N, 
India, and, it appears that the Maulheris were eble to hold their om, 
HUNAS & MAUKHARIS $ Seconily, thore is en allusion to the scuffle between 
the Hunas in the Penjeb and Meter? e, Here also the Maukharis kept the 
Imes at 2 respectable distance from Aryavarta proper, In this task they 
were probably helped by the Mouse of Thane ser , 
TARSA OF KAINAUJ & MADHAVAGUPTA ; Thirdly, ib shows that the 7th king — 
of the Later Gupta Line, Medhevaguptea, father of Adibyagena, was on friendly d 
terns with Harsa, It is suggested that Guptas originelly-belonged to e ۱ 
and it was Harsa who appolted Madhavagupta as the Governor of Magedha, After | 
tho desth of Heros, Adtiyeenna tata the E ao n 
SUSTHITAVARMAN ; Another important point in tho ingo, is the ide 
Sugthitavarmen, defeated by Mahasena, While somscholars thini that he w 
Ling of Kenerupe, others say that مط‎ was a Maukhari, a half. brothe: 
younger brother of Serveverman, But the latter hypothesis is no 
than o onnjectine to gat ows the cies c ae 


5 « bet 


| Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


which shows that he weg rsgpongible for the independence of his family. 
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HISTORY OF نمع نهد‎ (pn. 672) 
————M—— 


We 


have 4 inscriptions of Adityasona, one from Shehpur (Patna 
Dist.), dated 66 Harga Era (A.D, 672-75); the other from Aphnged, 
ths present Ones} end thirdly, his name is mentioned in the Deo Bar- 
nasrik Iusc, of his grandson Jivitagupta II, 

Adityesena appears to have been a Prince of remerkeble vigour end 
ability, who fcurd his opportunity in the commotion which followed the 
break of Uarsa's Enpivs, 

In the Mandra Hill (Bhegelpur Dist., Biher) Insc, A-sena ig styled 
as! perema-bhatteroke-maherajeshireje', His father was only a Sementa, 


The position thus acquired by Agena continued intact through the 
reigns of his son Devagupte, grexison Visnugupta, and great-grandson 
Jivitaguote IT, 

Adityesena wes a giaunch Vaignavite, and both he and his queen 
Konzdevi buil; many a work of charity, e.g., temples, tonks, etc, 

How the question is what really was the extent of his Empire, Of 
the inses, that have coms down to us, none gives m indicstion of 
his territorial limits, But there is a record at Deoghar on a pier in. 

the porch of Vaidyensthe temple (Santhal Pergenas, Bengal) in the heart 

of his territory, which states thes he was the ruler of 2 comparatively 
extensive empire and that his authority extended as far ag Colapura, 
Ho is said to have brought vast amount of wealth from the Capital of 
Cola ani with it celebrated the rd Asvemedha, He is further seid to 
have constructed a temple of Vism, But the document appears to be a 
late copy in Maithili characters of i3th cent, Moreover, it is not 
found in the place mentioned in it,but from a Saiya temple, However, 
it appears to be a gemuine copy. The change of the nane of the queen 
fron Konadevi to Kogedevi is a clerical mistake, We maj, therefore, 
say that he sibdued the Cole power, though his influence might not 
me remained permanent, The general achievements ascribed to him a 
appear to be quite possibile, for his records show a to be tul 
king (Gf, Fleet, p, 212, fu, 6). 

Thus, Aditynsena was a sovereign of very gout in 
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(Bo YA 
and tha ات‎ tor | 


territories, Ilia power was me enough for hin 


to 
put forward a claim to imperial authority without being seriously 
questioned , 


as کت‎ Wa وی مد ند‎ Od 


HISTORY OF IHE LATER SIER GUPTAS OF MAGADHA KNOWN FROM RECORDS 
RECORDS : — 1, Stone Inscription from Aphasad (Bihar), of àditynsena, 
Re Inscription from Sh ois (Patne. Dist,), Bihar, 

5, Inscription fron Mende: و‎ Phagslour Disb., Bihar, 


4, Inseription from Dco Bernark, Shahabad Dist., Bihar, of 
Jiviteguste, 


CONTENTS : 1,The Aphsed Inge, records the building of a Visnu temple by AS, 


2. Shahpur (Fleet No, 45) records: some grant ani the installation of 
en image in tho reign of Aditysona, 

9. Kander E113 Insc, recordg the digging of a tank by the queen Konadevi, | 

. Deo Dernork Inse, (Fleet No, 46) gives the continustion of the gene- | 

alogy of the Cuptes of Magedha for three more generations, including 

the name of Devagupta, which gives the clue to the date of the Veketaka 


Heherajas, It also records the nemes of certain previous kings who 
hed confirmed the grent, 


The deateils of the geneclogy as furnished by the Inscs,ate :- 

1. Krsnagupte ` ) S YA 

2. Harsagupte } fo specific statement of their achievements, — 

3, Jivitegupta E2 ۱ 

4, Kunsragupte ) Clash with Maukhari king Igsnevermen,'. 

5. Damodavagupta ) Clash with Maukhari ling Isanavarman (7) or 

G, Mahagenagupta ) Defested Susthitevermon. . Servevermen, 

7, Medheveguota ) Association with king Harsa of Kamauj, 

8, Adityasena, ) | 

WHY CALLED GUPTAS ? As alll tho rulers have their names ending in Gupta, " 

they have been classed as "Later Guptas!, although they have no direct 
connection with the Imperial Guptas, And as all their inscriptions 


have been found in Bihar, they have been called the ‘Later Guptas of 

Magadha! , E 
DID THEY BELONG m ZAVA ? — (1) A wrong gt of tho Ahad Inse, gave Ga 

the impression thet these Guptas belonged to Meiers. | 


(2) Bana in his Harsacarite says + “After the death of Prabt 
yanidhana (f/o Rajye~ ond Herse-varddhana) of Dieren GR 
` of Gaude end the sd Holeva- attacked لاصيا‎ 4 8 
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queon, From Sthenvisvere, Rajyeverddhena reached Kamauj for hig © 
el اوه‎ 5 help, but weg مز‎ deceltfully, At thet Hernevewidhena hegte- 3 
nad fron engen to pz ts aa, E E | 
Showa ‘the enbmity betweon tho Meuiherts of Kameuj ani the rulers of Melara er 

Gala, Bone montiong only the مدعت‎ Gupta of the ruler of "eleva 3 
"Cupta=nema. Moleve~rejoh", Wo may, therefore, infer thet the ruler of 
Haleva was a Gupta king, According to the statements conteined in the 
Medimwone end Bensihero Ingos, of Üorga's tine, Rajyaverddhena defeated | 
Devegupta, This shows thet the nane of the Gupta king was Devegupte. 
The exmity between the Housce of Melleve eni Kamau? is evident "T 
fron tho exorossion “Voleve-lekeri-leteparasu" which Bere uses for 
Frebhakeraverddhena, Dena algo states thet Kumeregupta and Medheve- 
gupta, the tuo sons of the king of Maleva, were sont to the Court at 
Sthenvisvara, where they were assigned the duties of veiting upon the 
Princes Rejyeverddhena oni Hargeverddhana, We also know from Aphsed 


Captured big 


inge, thet Modhevegupta was a frien] of Horsoverddbana : "SrieHerso- 
-devo«nijs-semgsma-venebeya see" Thus both these stetononts confirm 
the association of tho Heleva king Madhavegupte with king Herea. 
Fron this the evident conclusion is thet the Later Guptas were the 
rulers of Maleva, But the Leter Cuptas of Aphesd Inge, did not belong 
to elava, beceuso 3 (a) Mshasene, the Gth miler of this line, is 
deseribol in the Aphssd Insc, as bering defected Sügthitovornen 
(probably of Assan) ama making his fuo to bo sung on tho banks of 
Louhityo (Brohnazutra)s "Seinst-fusthitevoremee-yulühe-vijeya esee 
yasyedyspi ..... Leuhityagye~ tetosu sess sphitan yaso piysto," 

If Moedhovogupte belonged to Maleva, ho could not. heve attached 
custhittavernan without conquering Magedhe first, If ho or his predo- 
cossor hed conquered Magedhe, the grect achievement must have found 
mention in the Aphsod Inscription, 1 

(b) 1£ IGfupta-neme' Melevereja of Hergecerita, uboge nem hag been 2 
Seet as Devagupte by Horgo'g Madihuvana oni Benskhera pletes, ves ` 
one of the Later Guptes of Aphsed Insc,, then his neme Devagupta ` 
would have occured in tho Aphged insc, bé با بسن‎ ۷ ۹ 
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di WAA by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 1 | 
svara., After tho death of his father Devegupte seconded | 
She throne eni aliying hing1f with the ruler of Gaule defeated end 
‘tiled Grohtvormen, Deveguyte, in hig turn, wes killed by Herse! s 
Generel Dhondi, oni Harsa ingtellod hig compenion ledhevagupte (bro- 
thor of Devagupta) of thet Jino on tho throno, Therefore Devagupte, 
not being in direct guocospion, was not mentioned in the Apheed Sen 

(c) The association and fricnily rolotiong of Medhevegupte with 
Naren, referred to in the Aber Joe, would soon strange, 1f we take 
hin as bolonging to Tee, "een, would not have made frionily alli- 
ance with o person whose brother wag responsible for the death of 
his lwothoreineleu ond widowhood of hig sister, 

(a) While thoro is total lack of archeological evidence in support 
of the Later guptas as belonging to Maleva, the epigraphic evidence, 
on the other hend, placos thom toucrds the east, ceges (4) AIL 
insoriptions of the later Guptas kave boon found from Bihar, (ii) In 
on inscriptio from Denoderpur (East Pengel), 545 A.D,» the king's 
name ig damaged, but we can read "Ku! in tho beginning eni the enling 
‘gupta’ is clearly legible, So we mey restore it to 'Kumeregupta’ of 
the Later Gupta lino, Hence the Later Cuptas should be placed in East 
Bengel, : Y 

E s SN it becones evident that beyond the 
siniTerity of nanes, there is no Link betweon the tuo femilies men- 
iionoi in the Aphsad ani Densihera inscriptions, Therefore, the Line 
of tho Later Guptas given in the Aphsad Insc, definitely belonged to 
Megedhe, 


A RIEF SURVEY OF THE HISTORY OF THE LATER GUPTAS OF MAGADHA 
beet AO M A eeng 


: E | fio wert fie statement about thote wila me acier AI 
e * Jivitegupba) za 
4, Kumaragupta == fought with tho leubheri king Igensvermen, who was 


an ombitious king emi wanted to extoni his territories, åt first 
tho result was in favour of Kumeragupta, but finally, H wes de. —— 
feotol enl the lenkheri king held the Meld, Mmeregupte, perhaps 
duo to the ignominy of defeat, committed estet ee Wa 
mentioned in the Áphsed inscription, : 


5, ماري ماهد‎ — Aer the donti of My the anther king 4 
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varman ۹ 
و‎ OF big gon Servevernsn, took the opportunity and became the 
he Genge-velloy after driving away the Leter Guptas to 
furt E 
cher ast Demoderagupta Was nrossod wory hard in the battle, 9o 


master o? + 


much so that he feintó3 in the hettle-field on account of his wounds, 
6. Mahasenagupta مس‎ Later Guptas, finding the wost blocked by the ` 
Maukharis, mede their way to the cast, ani there made compensation for | 
their lossses in the west, mn. conquered Srimat-Susthite- | 
vernon, king of son, who belonged to i he family of Bhaskeraverman, 
The fame of Melinsenagupte was sung on the banks of Leuhitys, 

7. Meüheyaguota ~- During the reign of ladhevagupte, the Later Guptas' 
eni the Varddhsnas appear to be living in peace, There is a clear 
mention of Medhsvassmm!s association with Here in Aphsed insc, It is 
most likely, therefore, that the murderer of Grahavarmen belonged to 
a different Line, It is impossible to think of Harsa's friendliness 
with a femily that was responsible for the widowhood of his sister. 
Medheve was a brave king : "Ajau maya viniheate balino dvigantah" , 


8. Aditvesena =-=- Also known from his Shahpur Image Insc, HE 66(Epoch 
- 606 A.D., hence 672 A,D.). This was exactly the period when there 
was chaos in the country, and there was.no strong Central power. Harsa 

hed died in A.D, 64, and his empire was broken after his death, 


? 


The absence of any rivel made the field clear for Adityasena, ani 
ho became the master of Gengs-volley, He bore the title 'parsms- 
bhattareke-mahsrajedhiraja'.eni-restored the glory of his House, ! 

From a later.copy of his inscription from the temple of Vaidyanatha 
` in Bihar, he is seid to have led en expedition tc Cola country in the 


south, and by the wealth brought as booty from there, he performed the 
horse sacrifice, As Aphsed inge. does not mention this exploit, anak 
reliance may not be pleced on this copy which was máde very late in 
the 13th cent, in Meithil characters, Fleet regards it as belonging to — 
a period not eerlier then the 16th cont, (Corj In, In, pp, 212-214) fn. | 

Adityasena ani his queen erected a religious shrine and made several — 
donations, His title 'perenn-bhotterekn-naheraJedhivaja! specks of 
him ag en imperial monarch and his authority extended over considerwbi ` 
area, He is probably identicel with 'Sun Army! (Adityasena) of a 
Chinese insc. llis name was thus famous abroad ani he hed friendly 
relations at least with China, 


9, Devagupte == Succeeded Adityasena, Nothing remarkable during : 7 


10. Vigmgupta e son of Devagupta,. known from Deo Bernarkk inso, ge 
his son Jivitegupta, No other special akaniona, AD 


11, Ge C "r6 Bean eet. Later Deise? 
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gupte ES = heareas taken away from them ‘by the Maukharis. Jivite- — 
WER ue Vlsnugupta, made n grant of Deva-Verunerke, the Agre- 1 
euo ed. by the Msukhsris and now under the wey of the Leter m" 

pees, Ho is the last monerch of this line, 


A 
E ssigning 20 years each 5o two generatione after Adityagena, the 
amily comes to an eni in 672 + 29 + 40 = 722 AD., وم وید‎ in the 


first half of the Sth cent, AD, 


Vekpatiraja wrote 'Cauda-vaha', an expedition of Yegoverman against | 
the king of Magadha anû Bengal, We are tempted to regard him ae the 
king cf Bihar eni Bonga), identical with Jivitagupta IL, who met the 
defeat at the hamis of Yesoverman, It is only circungtantisi evidence 


end cannot be regarded as a fact, It is quite likely that Gaude Megadhe 
natha was someone else then Jivitagupte II, 
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LATER GUPTAS O 


From 1 to 8 tha names occur in åp 
5, Damoüeragupte Adityasena, 


9, WEE à; E 
! From 9 to 11 the names occur in Deo Be: 
10, bes ee Inge, of Jivitagupta II, ` 


E. m 
11, Jivitagupta LI 
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Tho Lineage of the o اسع و‎ fron their inscriptions. 
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1 í جه‎ ga E step EF 
Aë ۰ w Fa 
Zem سح نے ا‎ a ne LL Geer aprum es EE 


Gg Ce 494 ADs ) 


item en BAAM 
Deech Inge, TAM M ch 
AD. 554 Lët egivegu ۱ 

AN sa (vide Js. = 49, 50). 
(charaja, e, 554 AD.) Jampur e. lo, 51. 


ied 


layer 
Cloherojedhiraja, 554 AD.) ~-= Hereh Ingo, of SV, 
| ; 


| 7 


LEI 
Get F 


cdd ^. Servevarman 
(did not rule) (Meharojadhireja, 
Pereneenchogyere) . === Asirgerh Seal Ho, 47, 
Xsotrovornen (?) === mentioned by Bana, 
1 
L] 


ای و ( 

( (Poxemesvere) سس‎ (Vide Ho, 46) mentions’ by 
Helande Clay 1 , i Bona ag father of Get. 

مس 

( Le, 600-605 AD.) 


wama O0 Dern 
MAUKHARIS (GAYA BRANCH) 


Yejasvermen (nepa) 
5 
Seranta aon, nrpa) 


Anentivernen ` === (Vide Hos, 43, 49, 50). 


CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. 


Cer yet Ra za. ی‎ id 3 
a ER ’ 


4 5 E * 0 sio 
BA OAS a لد‎ ECHT? 4 
۹ a a ۱ 
j by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri ۳ 
om Ze H e d 0 v Gef e? - 


B 


£21 


Ke, wi a WA 1 
bs D D ۰ + 
Wa Pt NR ES & 3 TE ed 
L4 sicha [> لجا ع الاجم جب‎ 
WEE DEUM E a 


T 
مب‎ 0 
۶ 
D 
۰ 
D 
Jj E ` 
H LI 
A 
` 
n 
i 
" D 
e ed, mp in mmh 
0 
KP ls. 
ox H 
D PE 4 
LU - 
" 
‘ 
. 
b 
7 e n ~ gy sp a - 
3 Ap Les eye E] 7 mM 
d Jk LA A Kr حك‎ e A | 
Sr ee er م اوور هيوه‎ be im RA m ieda ع‎ hot mi omo asa compo 
1 f 1 


Deeg تمص سوام‎ 1 
e 2 prar 4 T E" 


^. 


pur 


G 7x 
(6 7) 
یطوط‎ APET ERT E eGangotri 
VIC RARE يد ا‎ 
AIPIQUITY OP "wm 
see THE NELY : there voro severe. dynasties uhich bére the 
nemo of Vemkheris, 


12 he 
aya 0 bear 
Bez Ms Soolinc, diccovorod by Generel, Cunninghen, at 
e Deene in Peokrit uritton in corlisr Dealmi script, which 


ries tho fomily back to emi cont, BC, 


"e Sacrificial nillers (ymas) belonging to 2m cont, ADe, beering 
Motoni 


3 dee prove their oxlstence in tho ?n3 cont, AD, : 


Ka: reh inge, (tzend e evo connected with the Penicb and the 
"EE Of tho Segoe sons of Asvepoti s "Yah gubcegctem lobho 
۲32 Eg tatepragutoh wl 


&, According to Bona, Noukherlg voro keotriyas. 


tho fenily nene may hevo been derived fron Mukhera, who may have | 
been thoir ancestor, Thoir history in tho 2m cont, D, is not known, تج‎ 
zo (ren references ag 'Sonepatis’ occurs in tho merifickel 'yupag' ۱ 
SÉ end cant, 4,D, Most probobly thoy held Amportent posts in adminis. 
tration cnl voro m the rulers, because neither titles like 'Mahsrajal 
Wë mor reference to eg worrlüory is fou! in the Hersh inge. 
the Arg bd choles cel. monarch vag Uerivernan, 


CIRCUMSTANCES s After Dulhegupto (478-496 A.D,), Gupta Empire wes on 

7158 shorp dounfoll at tho مومله‎ of tho Sth cont, A.D, Tho first three 
rulers of the Mather dynasty are gäe? only as 'Meheraja', which 
ghous thet mogt probably they ho become tho feuictorlos of the Guptas, 
Ié was the 4th ruler, Igonevorsen, who hed become 'Meherajedhiraja’ in 
A.D, 554, Meukhoris hed to fight very herd to achieve thet dignity ani 


style, vig,, 'Meberojodhiroje!, 


ERAL HISTORY: 1, Earivermen: Ho was only a ‘Meheraja’, 
PO RR RE ie EATEN. 


2, Adibyeyermen i Son exi successor of Usrivammen, only e ‘Haha. 
rojo! without ony echicvenents, Ho ruled over the oncestral 
kingloņm lis rolations with the Leter Guptas were cordial, He 
norriol Harsagupta, the deughter of Krenagupte, who was his 
chief queen, | 

S. Igyorcvermen + Son eni successor of Adityevarnnn, only a "Mche. 
zaja', am inge, fron draam (No, 51) spesks of cortein victor — 
Aen over (1) Tindiga mountain, (11) region of Dhero, end ai 
Aen of Amira, Ext tho locunec feliving Line 5 ere go ^ 
thet it ig impossible to soy other the histories] inf 
given in. thom refors to lgvereveruen, or to one of his ¢ ۱ 
Harah ingo, does not refor to any victory of Tqvereverm: 

ovor, hig title of MMcheroja! too indicates a mibo: dir 

4, Xesneyexmem $ Ms doto Ze Imon fron Hayoh Tase, he 
To boceno o "lieherejedhiroje' efter c severe trug 
in conflict we Ve eis واج‎ i ie 
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war, Zur " t ^ . d ١ 
د ابو‎ s: Toonevernon was defeated, bub efterwerds he wag 
sni 7 Commitied suicido ct Prayoga, After his death, Meukherig 
Ege i Cantos out of Mogetitn, who fled and took shelter on the 
` TT" t "EPUVA Guptiin certet ارم‎ 

“Hugi the Guptas hed rotirod to Eagt Pongal, they vere hotly pure 
ued hy Imravarmen, D aji 
ae UU. Uenoderagusta, eon of ID, was pressed very herd 1 
e YA E 90 much so that ko feinted fron kis wounds in the battle 1 
field, | 
| Victories over Vinlhyn, Dhara end Amica, mentioned in the Jeunyur 
earn Th D 
A (Bo, 51) are, în دوه‎ probability, to be attributed to hin, This - 
“8 corroborated by references in othor somcos in which Mulikas, the 
people of Vindhye region, ere said to be conquered by hin, 


Se Suryevornen 3 He is nentloned as tho son of Ignevermen in ۱ 
"erch inso., but in other rocomdg Servvevemmon 4g ceid to be tho son 7 
eni successor of Ipsnsvernon, Fron this tuo conclusions can bo draum, ; 
viz., either Suryeverman yaa nob the eldor con, or i? ho was the elder, 
he must heve died during hig fethor!g time, ond Servevermen wucceeded. 


O. Sexvvavermen : . fon of Ienevernen, he wos styled as 'Maherajam - 
dhivaja', indicating hig imperie? gsetus Zär copper Seal was foul ct 
Asizgorh, but thet doeg not prove that his territory extended up to | 
that place, 16 weg found emong certain other documents belonging to | 
Mehrvaja Sinthic, Deo Beeneri: ingo, (Mo, 48) of Jivitagupta II mentions  — 
his nomo, I$ is difficult to say uhotbor tho Moukheri ruler ageing’ | 
whom Demodoragupte fought was Sorvavermen or his fabhor Ieenévermn, 


7, Xsatrevermon : Bana makes mention of another Meutheri Icing, 
Becken, who vas killed by his berd, Ketre suggested thet Keutre- 
vormen belonged to this femily, exl noy be placed between Servevermen 
and Avontivermon, But the suggestion ls not acceptable, because 3 

(4) Mero mention of Keatravermen as Meukheri by Bana, does not prove 
that ho belonged to thig Lino, as there were several other branches of 
thio fomily. (44) Bone cpoeks highly of tho Moukheris of Kemenj end 
montions Avenbivarman in complinontery terms, while ho calls Keatra- 
vernon o fool, It is unbolioveble that Bena should call the fether of 
Aventivermon, for whom ho shows rogerd, a fool, (iii) Moreover, Kestra- 
vormen ig sid to hevo dioi eg a result of a cuocossful plot of his 
ononiog, Hed he belonged to this trench of the fomily, the Line vould : 
neve cono to en ond, Bub wo find Avamtivernen sontiming to rulo in tho — 
fently, (iv) There ero only 50 years botwoon Isangvarman (AiD, 554) anû 
oni Crohovormen (A.D, 604) for 4 rulers, 1,0, Isane (554-590), Serva 
(50-500), Aventd (590-000), Deche (600-605), Henco there is a reel | 
diffieuity in assigning eny tino to his rule, (v) feiere Clay Seel ` 
prosonts Avoutivermen as gon ent immediete euccossor of Servevernen, 


27-1 
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8 Tord d a Samaj oun ation Chennai and eGangotri E CH 
Mia iM II et etl. e Ee 
Pena eullogives hin ag "tloke-bintosya', Uo fought with the lmas sido 
by side with the Verddhonas of Thoreser, Tids gevo leed to the view 
that ya ۱ | 

Bü ho ves the patron of tho poot Vigokhodetto, tho euthor of Marara, — 


: 9e Grahovernan i The gon exi successor of Avontivermen, ho wos A 
the lest Madhari monch, Ho 3s mentioned by Bena, ani in Nelente Clay ` 
Send, flo morried Rajyesnt, tho daughter of Probhokoraverddhona of 1 
"per, It appocre thet tho Leter Guptas WA not forget their blood- 
foul with the Meuthoris, After ths death of Aventdyernen (Maukheri of 
Hemen] ) and Probhelsreyendghens (Thenoger), tho Later Guptas of Geude, 
eni exl Malava. joined henis, eni mede a دو .نسحتت‎ abteck on Kermauj, Thoy 
201200 Kennenj, oepturod on? mmlored Grehevernen, eni medo Rejyagri a 
captive, Rejyevardhane cono fron Thenesar to holp, but was 0 
Gecoltfully, Thon Herga mevched touords Zcnneuj ogeinst the Cuptas of 
Veleve cnl Cewlas who fled cucy before hin, Dhenii, Herga!g و‎ 
finished the Meleye ruler, Thug the lMeukheri houso ceme to en eni on 
account of the des: of Grehsvermen, King Toren trensferred his capitel 
feon Schenvisvare to kangekubja, cnl became tho master of Gange=valley 
(A.D, 608). 


BALGS § — Ygonoyornen!g dete 1g imom from Horch inge, as 554 A.D, Heri- 


| 
voruen, the orininater.of the family, wos in the third generation before — 
hin, Ageleming 20 yoers to each wo got 554 = CO = 494 A.D, as tho | 
$oriod of commencement of Heriverman's rulo, ۱ 

Iorga come to the Fee at Kenyakubja in 0006 å, De., So Grehsvearmen 
might hevo dioi in A,D, 604, which gives tho date of the oni of the 


Meutzherd? House, 


CAPITAL و‎ According to Bana, Kenyeinibja was the capitel of Avanti-vermn 


cni Crohovernen, We knou nothing chout the Capital of the earlier 
Meuhesig, Their ingoriptions are found scattered over a vast terri- 
tory of Uttere-prodone, Güshebod Distt, of Western Magedha, 
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HARIS (GAYA BRANCH) 


SOURCE i 

=" Inscriptions from Bereber H11 Ceve ond Nagerjuni Hill Cave 
Nos, 48, 49, 50, 

NAMES : 


The king (nepa) Yajnavarman, hig son, the king Serdule(-vermen), 
and his son Anantavermen, 


Ho relation is mentioned with the Maukharis of Herah branch, No 
title of Meharajedhiraje and no detailed history either on epi- 
graphs or in literature, Originally they were officers under the 


Guptas, With the decline of the Guptas, they became feulatorios, 

| ©, Serdule(-vermen) : Ho is described as 'Samanta-cudamani', 16 وه‎ 

| Chief of the Feulatory Rulers, because of his exceptional 
valour and military strength, He was a terror to his foes 
('Kalah ssttru-mshibhujam), but charmed the thoughts of lovely 

| women (kente-citta-herah) on account of his Cupid-like beauty 

| (Snara-pratisamah), No, 48. 

L&a. Yajnavarman : He is described as famous by the performance of 
copious sacrifices, Though he was the foremost of all kings 
(rajekasyagrenih), yet he did not make any effort to establish 


k 
d 
| 
| 
| 
d 
| 
e 


an empire, He remained calm and unperturbed like an ocean 
(prakrtistha eva vinayad aksobhya-satitvedadhih) . No, 50 

S. Ananteverman : He installed several images of deities in the 
caves of Berabar Hill, made the grant of a village to the 
Durge temple, installed the image of Bhutapati (Siva) ani 
Devi (Parvati) of the kind called Ardha-nirisvara in a rock- 
cut chamber (guha). 

All the three kings are said to have performed Vedic rites, 
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SOURCE 

CE a i. mentioned in literature, nor in the سین‎ 
inscriptions on stone bu of their none and history is their 

ORIGIN OF THE NAME ; Tho "opper-pletes discovered fron Berar (C.P.). 

"= ca name Vakataka is certainly derived from the name 
of a place, like the names Kanceyeka, Mehakenterake, ete, Tho founder 

she family mst hove been a person who hailed from or was connected 
with Some place called ! Vaketa! و‎ 'Veketa!, 'Baget! or 'Bageta!. 

THEORIES ABOUT THE PLACE: (a) Dr, Jayaswal : identified it with a vill- 
age "Begata! in Orccha State near Jhansi (C.I.), the link between this 
village and the dynasty being the 'Gotra! Viemuvrddha of the Brahmanas 
inhabiting it, which was the seno as that of the Veketekes, He tried to 
support this view from some coin seid to have been found st Kosam, near 
Allahabad and supposed to be issued by Pravaragona I, But no coins were 
issued by the Veketskeg at all, 

(b) Dr, Alteker : An inscription fron Amravati in Andhra makes 
mention of a Vakateke pilgrim, Hence Vekatekas must also be people of : 
the south, This viow is supported by the fact thet Vakataka inscriptions 
ero found to the south of Narmada, No document has been found in the 
north, They themselves speak of their southern character, Tims epigre- _ 
phic evidence is more reliable, Mere community of Gite of the Brahmanas 
inhabiting the Bagata village is not conclusive evidence, 

BELONGED TO THE SOUTH : There is no valid argument to support the theory 
thet the Vakatakas were originally a northern dynasty, On the other hand, 
there are تج‎ indicationg to prove that they belonged to the south. 

| (4) Several expressions in their Sandorit eni Prekrit inscriptions 
"spear striking similerities to those used in Pelleva grants, . 
(ii) Like the Satakernis, Kedembas and Chalukyas of the south, the 
early Vaketakas of the south called themselves 'Haritaputras' , 
(444) like Pallavas and Kedenbas (the southern dynasties), they assumed 3 


the title of ‘Dharma maharaje! . 
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It nay bo in Kaneropo 5 
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tet th. da t 


S Se Tê nay hero looo the eg of tho Telntebng 
ی‎ noo D uns situated eouhoro in tho ; 
Setepura mountain (Harivengn Pena) , 


Of Ruirasona I (tein Branch), the Capital vas Purike, and of — | 
sono. 1$ was Vetsoculne. (Desin ). 


Frthvigena I (Mein Branch) Tandivardhana, 
WERE THEY YAVANAS 9 


after 


uing to tho corrupt reading of ع‎ passoge in the Parcs 
end partly duo to its risconstruction, the Veketekas wero believed to be - 


t- Zei 


Zeene, But tho prevailing viov, on the other hend, ig thet they were | 


Drokmenas, 
walia 


DRANOUES OR DIFFERENT CENFALOGIBS 


FROM COPPBRePLATES 3 Gem عمط‎ plates of Praveragena II === 
تدده‎ Beleghat Inge, of Prthivisona II عه‎ 
(A) 


| 1, fesch Praveresone I 
2, klk (e) ce SE 
3, Ruirasena (Son) 

4, Prthiviosna I (son) 

D (son)‏ ا و5 
II (son)‏ — ,8 
llerenivogeno (son) -‏ .7 
II (gon)‏ موز نیج .8 pue‏ 
(B) Tron Basin Plates ze‏ 
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0, 3 con of 8 years (astebdekeh), name lost). 


Za Dovagsne 


$ 
8, Hamisena 


these different gonoslogies given in (D) emi (C) sbovot- 
be supplied, Prof, Mirashi hes restored it to Serve, emi rosd it as 
Servane ingtead of Séng. Thies reading gots confirmation fron the 7 
fect, thet the eutbor of the Ajanta Cavo Inge, wes foni of elliteration, 
© روج,‎ "nirvepano,.,.prenamya purve , provokgyo isitipenupurvyo" ani 
"Preynidhasold Denagokiih Vimihyo-goktlh” „ So, in tho Lino under de 
iion tho reading Serve ig hevnonious with alliteration s " es 
jiteesorvnesoneh [mee] مایم‎ "bhevet a s 
(b) In Line 7, the Sleds cni tho lest tio letters of the nmo ero 


nigsing, lüreghi restores the nme to متا‎ Sg Ke A 


tho following reconciled genology of (B) ont (9, 
Ts Vinihyon-gokti i 


L 
2, Pecverosona I 


5, Servogona 
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(e, 330-545) Kees II 
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ce 545400) YA 
; 5, Rudra 11 (c, ? AD.) | 1 
sona Ga i De 
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( 6, XE III) 
( e. 40-450) 
7. WAN 
Bal achat Le, Ka 


ins, of 
Pr, XI (CiP) 8. Prthivisong TI 


e be, vl" M "ee": Ae, d AA cu m. alt ibas 


e 
[e] 
o z 
Gan, d $3 . 3 
ba K - 
Q 7 GE Ao uge ege T we Sch , ^ 3 
oi AE d d t E . YA 1 ecd 5 1 
"fel 3 . " ME : 3 
DÉI ii SC en ia 2 sé : 5 Š x i 
S 3 ^ LX تم‎ ae : * A 1 x ر‎ 3 X5 5 
T D و‎ spe P7 و‎ SEN [ ۰ E ٩ ۰ ` : . ۰ e AE Sec H > wm E 
3 : x 5 1 ba m a ^ 
OP tr - . 3 zo t PS "iix 2 : SE lak 8 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation 


ne 
er eet he ub یا صت ی‎ 


ER... 


۳ a Z 2 0+ 
"e J 


ZS 
H I ST 0 Ri ayzed OF Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri C ) 


ARE UT THE VARATAKAS 
1, VINDHY 
Pe Bc: ccs Ajente, Louder of the dneshy. 
ie non fren Ajenta Cevo XVI inse, Io wes great 
warrior (Icruddhospurotz epi enivoryaeviryah), He corvel out a snell 
singion by his percom efforts, Third cont, AD, waa a period of great 
confusion 211 over Intia, in the north the great empire of the Eusenas ` 
ves crumbling dom, There was no strong contre) power to check enbitious 
wer loris fron Sccumilating strength, In the south, Satevohana dynasty 
was on the verge of collapse, In such a period it was very easy for 
ecventurous men to try their fortune and build up their power, According 
to Ajenta insc., ho be a lerge covelry, he conquered a lerge part of 
Kuntola enl Viderbha fron the Satevahanas, ami ruled from his originel 
Coapite]. from e, 250 to c, 270. 
2, PRAVARASSIA Is Ile gought to strengthon his position by means of a 
matrimonial alliance with the Bheragivas, His son, Geutemiputra, married 
the daughter of Maharaja Phevenege, In Purana he is called ipravira', a 
breve monarch, He extenied his empire by commuests ond performed an | 
Asvenedha rite to coletrote his victories, From the later history of the 0 ] 
dynasty oni later division of the empire, it con be gathered thet he wes | 
the master of the whole of C.P, ani Berar, Ho ves the real founier of the 
Voketake kingdon. eni may have ruled fron 270 to 550 AD, He extended | 
his amire northwards es fer es Merusde, ond shifted his Cepitel to 
Purike after defeating the Tage mem. | 
5. RUDRASEIA I : lo was the/ imn of Travarasens I eni son of Coutemtputra ` | 
"decessol, An inportant statemsnt about hin is thet he is described es tho 
deughter! s gon of Bhevenage of Dharesivo Nega fenily, Motion of Bhare- 
siyas in Vekataka records shows thet they wore of great service to the ` 


Tokatoka ruler Preverasone I, We ney conjecture that because of the ۱ 


Bheraslvos 


1 >< و 2 


TUR à 


Eege 
Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
utr H 3 5 ۴ 
E Aum es UTR Jide utes Ji ha: جع‎ an 1 
: E kl 
V TM " ^em og yey ARR. Tg EE 
tte Betis SATII Be. o DU 
ed 1 1 à E. A st e S 5 
جع‎ x rec. "T Ia EET Aro Lic 
۱۳ و و‎ 33.1. oC "H ۰ 
: g K و‎ Wa m e dd 
3 m" =. dee vi e 57 xo V ' 
۱ 1 Ei i Via شم‎ E bt eris mds cad (EW ره‎ 
Bees, aor LaF ne 7 13 ۰ 
> ل‎ Ee TE SE A y xe ft e P 
uos) ute uei « d 
R^ T se ۰ m e Li (^ y * Ki nm ۰ بض‎ 
D H 7 ) t 
uri ra Egi A E e 
Mu EE DEO 9? 7..707. 7 
ED. d : 
Sg RARO Aa da WM ` واوا كع حون‎ Nomi MY pef 
3 : io zn gc. blu AG SE e 2 مذ‎ RED į zé 
a) 
4 
"e : 
A 55 H - è 2 D 
"Aer * 3 é e 
. 2 "an - ES s E 1 


ی era ea‏ دنه 


D 


E EERE 


3 
DS 
۹ 
3 
بذ‎ 


4, FRIEIVISEM Is Ho ruled from c, 545 to 400 AD, (see (v) sbovel) 
5, RUDRASENA II s Son of Prthivisena I, A notable fact is his nerriage with 


l : E 5 — 
ces spreto Shon het Rulrasena is styled merely 


and powerful dynasty, If they had been | 
en mentioned clearly in the All, Pil, Ing, 
longs to Asyevarta, while the Vakatekas 


subdued, the fact would have be 
(ii) Rudredeva Of À,P.I. be 
belong to the south (Detegina) 


(iii) Rudradevs of A,P.I, was violently exterminated (pragabhoddhrte) 


end his H 
S "De came to an end, while the dynasty of Rudresena contimed 
to flourish after hip, 


(iv) Tho possibility of a confederacy of rebellions is absent, 
(v) Frthivi sena I, the son of Ruicegena I, is described as "Meheg- 
varasya ses versasesaten shbiverdhmona-koso-denio- sadhana-samtenaputra- 
pautrinah ,,, Vakatakanan Maharo jas ri-Prihivi cenagye" , This eee that 
PrS had. continuous supply of treasure which hed been accumilating for a 
hundred years, He was a Saiva, He shifted his Capital. to Walia 
His vassal Vyaghredeva, the ruler of Pundellhanl, was conquered by 83, 

(vi) The title of Maharaja is not indicative of an inferior status in 
south, The title 'Semrat' was assumed by Pravarasena simply on acccunt 
of his performance of Vedic rites, 

By the conquest of several small kingdoms in the south, which were 
already Teudatorios of the Vakatekas, the kingdom of the Senior Branch 
of the Vakatakas came to be confined to Northern Vidarbha, between 


Narmada end the "Lnihyedri ۰ 


Prabhavatigupta d/o CG II of the Imperial Gupta femily, She was his 
Chief queen, CG II is mentioned under his second name Devagupta, In — ; 
Poona ani Riddhapure Cop.-pletes of Frebhavatiguota, she has traced her 
descent fron her grani-fether, and mentions her father es CG II, The 
marriage was a diplomatio move. CG II was plenning an sack on tho ES 
Kestriyas of Ujjeyini, The Vakatakas could have been a eourse of gregi ` 
service or disBervice to hin in his enterprise, The marriage e 
ed 
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heeded, variety, 


Unlike his fatter, 
have been due to the 


E 11 was a devotee of Vig, 7 This might 


e influence of his wife Frabhavatigupta, Ho died in 
Prize of kis youth, Da gong 


3 
3 
2 


t were minor when ke ke disd, Prebhavat: 
acted a 

5 Regent of hop sens, Divakera-gone wes the eldect son, but he 
also d 3 
led at a very young age before asconding the throne. After his 


d 
eath, the nother acted as Regent of her secon son Praverasena IL, 


who was named Danodarasena 3n hig younger years 


6, Praverasens II ; ۳ ۰ 420-450) When PS IT came of ope, he bingelf | 


took up the roing of aamini stration, About s. dozen Copper=plates of 
his grants have been found, which shows that he was charitably dis- ` 
posed, He enjoyed a long rule of at least 27 years, The copper-pietes 
give no information of suy political event during his reign. 

Treüitlon : As ke wes plously disposed, the tradition about his 
being given te the pleasures of life, doen not seem to be true, The 
attribution of the Prekrit Souz ‘Setubeniha! to hin also appears to be 
improbable, for it is very unusual for & ling to write a Prekrit poen, 
especially when his court language ig Sensirit, The Copper=plates are 
issued. iron diffebent places and the name of Pravarenagare occurs more 
than once, He wag a devotee of Senbim, 1 

7. ge : (c. 450-465) Nerendrasena succeeded his Zather PS II, 
Hig identification with monerch of 8 years (astebiekeh) has ‘been rejeo- 
ted, According to Balaghat inso, he was married to the daughter of the 
Lord of antala, Another significant statement in that inso, is his 
boing + Mosale-Nolale-Valavedhipstincthyereite-scoansh", Vë is سب‎ 

(1) Hither exaggerated statement, because in Samxiragupta's tine, 

Malaya and in 06 IT's tims even W, Melava cams 

Kosala is E, pert of DP, comprising distts, of 


under Gupta sway. 
Bilaspur Rampur, otc, P Mekala ig on the south of Nermada river, S 
à ١ 


had his haja on the westernmost part of India, Or, ۱ ۱ 3 
(11) it might imply that Vakatakas were contesting té Gre dee S 
loighip in northern Iniie end defying their euthority, Bub SÉ WA 
vol farendrssens, WEE can ba 1۳100۴6 Sica SIN SAN VA ; 
ya mem مه‎ IA 
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the Guptas held E, 
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8. Prthivisons A We | D vs 
ome EMI 
Ba 

x o pistes ani Ajenta Cave Ingo, was founded by ` 

unger son of Pravarasena I, His kingdom seems to have 

pv fron the south of Inihyeiri range up to the banks of the Gode- | 
yari, He made Vatsaguiua (modern Bagin) in Akola Distt., his Capital. 

Her sens. ۶ the 1s : 9 


~ 


| st known monarch of Basim line, hed a minister Verahadeva, 
Web Was a plous and liberal person, He caused the Ajanta Cave XVI to 


be excavated and decorated with sculptures and picture galleries, 
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Of the Vakatakag)‏ لسن 

late grant 8 dynasty are known from their 

p 

T 8 found from different placos in Ajayagerh anû Jago 5 
0 

previously C.I Agency) „ These records do not indioate any oe 


1 
place to yhich the se kings belonged, and only mention the place from 
which t 


the grants were issued as Ucoskelps, 


The nenes of the kgs of thi 


There are three stone inscriptions, 2 from Nachna and 1 from Ganja, 
In these inscriptions Vyaghredeva describes himself as a feulatory of 
Vekataka king Prthivisena, 

Sone scholars have identified this Vyaghradeva with Vyaghradeva of 
Mehekentera, montioned in All, Pil, Insc, و‎ on the similarity of nene 


and of the script of 4th-5th cent, But the API e Vyeghra belongs to : 
Deksinapatha, whereas Nachna and Ganja ere situated in Aryavarta, There- 
foro, Vyaghradeva of Nachna eni Ganja may be identified with one des- 
cribed in Copper-plates of Jaso and Ajeyagarh, because : (a) the script 
of both the records is the same, and (b) the places are situated near 


| 
| 


: 


each other, In the absence of any evidence to the contrary, this identi- 


fication may be accepted, ` a 
The territory of these Uccakelpa kings was contiguous to that of 
Parivrajakas, Parivrajakas were the fevdatories of the Guptas, while 
the Uccakalpkas were thoso of the Veketekas, : 
ERA: Years mentioned in the grants of ‘Gecakelpas are called simply 
Beet, It ig difficult to decide as to which ‘Era they should be refer- 
red, While the Parivrajakas used the Era of their overelords, the Suptas, 
the overlords of the Uccskslpas, 1.00 ihe Vakatakas, had no Era of 
their own, They reckoned their dates simply in their regal years. So 
MN of Ueceltalpos using the Era of their overlords does not 
erige, Their dates sre not even in their own Regnal Years, is evèdent 
from the fact that these dates are in serial onder اميا‎ from the | S 
| at to ton iach Om They range from 171 to 214, — 
۱ و‎ atono inge, fed «i Ring VS Ae E o NE 
rede king Eastin ani Uooskalpa king Ser 
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Hanging from from 156 to 191 GE (475-510 A.D,). In 


other words, + 
و‎ ths zeien op Servariatha must fell between these years, We 


hav 
Nee Mahsmagha Semvat sara between 475 and 510, We got 
maras, viz., GE 165 (A.D, 454), GE 177 (496) and GE 
scriptions give dates for Servenstha ranging 
there are different suggestions about their refer- 
(a) Dr, Jayagral suggested that these dates should be referred 
to Vakataka Era, but we fini that there was no such Era, 
_ f) he Second suggestion is to refer them to Kelacuri (Ged) 
Era, whose epoch is 248-249 AD, But according to this we get 195 1 


248 = 441 to 214 + 248 = 462 ALD, as dates for Sarvanatha, while the 


189 (508), Available in 
from 193 to 214, Now, 


ence 3 


earliest datef for Hestin is A,D, 475, We cannot extend Hagtin'g E 
which ig already long, by starting it 15 veers eaflier, 

(c) These dates nay be referred to Gupta Era, This vould put 
Sarvanatha from 195 i $19 a 512 to 214 + 310 = 555 A.D, We can start the 
reign of Sarvanatha four years earlier without much difficulty, i.e, in 
A.D, 508, the date which fulfils both the conditions, i, ens it is 
Mehemagha semvetsera and it falls within the reign of Hastin, 

There is a long gep between the last known date of Jayanatha, the 
predecessor of Sarvenatha, i,e,, 177, and the earliest known date of 
Servenatha i.e, 195, Therefore; we can very easily assume that the 
reign of Servaustha started 4 years earlier, because ۶ 

(1) the relations between the Guptas ani the Vakatakas were cordial, 

(ii) Vaketakas had no Era of their own, 
(111) In N, India Gupta Ero wes in use, : T : 

So the 17 used the GE according to the current practice of 
N.I, They do not mention the sovereignty of the Guptas, because they 


owed their allegiance to the Vakatekas, 
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Rn: ASOKA 


M : d tok GE MM 
Ty stories are found in Buddhist works representing him | 
asok ۰ M ge "ES 
" beforè eni Dharmasoka after his conversion to Baddbign, They ` ` 


ero, houew E. 
D ersnot trustworthy, and only his epigraphic records ere of 
undoubted id 
oubted veracity, Tho; are inscribed either on rocks, or stone pillerg | 
or in caves, 


(a) 14 Rock Edicts are fourteen different inseriptions 
found in/aifferent localities, 211 on the confines of 
India, They follow a serial order, 


I. Rock Inscriptions are ot 2 king YA 


(b) Minor Rock Edicts, consisting of two different waa 
Three copies ofboth in Mysore, and only Edict I at | 
four other places, 

II, Pillar Inscriptions : E 
(i) Seven Piller Edicts constituting a group, 
kii) Minor Pillar Edicts are four different epigraphs, 

III, Cave Inscriptions s e vg 

They ere engraved in caves in the Beraber Hills of 
‘Bihar, and altogether no less than 0 different inses. ` 


, SCRIPT ; They are engraved in Brehni lipi, of which the mystery was ` 
first unrevelled by Jemes Prinsep in the last century, He read the 
neme 'Piyedasi' but could not identify him, 


NAME & TITLE : In epigrsphs the king calls himself 'Plyodasi! (Priya- 
Garsin), Turnour of Ceylon Civil Service, a Peli scholar, identified 
him with Asoka on the authority of Simhalese 'Dipavemsa’ which gave 
Piyadassi or Plysdassana ag-enother name of Agoka, the grendson of 
Cendragupte Maurya, This was later confirmed by the 6th copy of Minor : E 
Rock Edict at Masi An Reichur Distt, in Hydrabed Deccan, where the 
name of Agoka-is cleerly-mentioned in the first Line, One of the Gesi 
ese chronicles styles his grandfather-CG ag Piyedassana, Therefore, . 
Piyadassi wes the king's 'biruia! or second name, end Asoka his reel 


6 m - 


meme,  - د‎ A 
In most of his inseriptions.Asoka styles hinself es 'Devensmepiyo ` 


Piyedagi raja, but sometimes es 'Devenen-piyo Piyedegi!, 'Piyedasi 
1 Devanan-piyo raja', or merely 'Dovensmepiyo!, This shows that 
'Devenen priya’ hed not acquired a derogatory. sense of 'afool! 

; timo of Asoka, as it hed in Bhattoji Diksita's or Henscenirats 

| Another noteworthy fect ig that Asoka ZeeChe himal 

3 This shows that the groniiloquent Lad of Sprey 


a 


/ 4 
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from Derius to A ge proclamation of the Achsemenides, 


X "Thus saith the icing D 
e ling Deriug", In both 
۴ See 18 in the third pereon, It could not have bw initat- 
the protocols es from Persia, As a matter of fect 16 was one of 
enirn Man the royal chencery-noticei by Kautilya in his Artha- 
Nel E have edonted the Persian protocol due to tho 

“2 conquest end administration of north-west India, 


= 1 ; In epigraphic records- the years sre counted from the time of 
soka! s 
* 8 Coronation, Simhalese tradition says thet he was coronated 4 


yeers after his accession to the throne by magsacring 99 of his brothers ` 


after his father! ع‎ death, and. sparing. only Tisya, the youngesb, This 
is refüted by his inscriptions which speak, not of one, but of several 
brothers, living ani staying in Pataliputra ani verious other towns of 
his empire, There is no good-reason to think that any long interval 
of 4 years elapsed between Agoka' s coronation eni his assumption of 
the reins of goverrment, l 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION :. . From Piller Edict V it is inferzble that Asoka 
was in the habit of celebrating the amiversary of his coronation by 
release of prisoners :"Yava saduviseti-vasa abhisitena ne etaye antali- 
kaye pamna-visati bandhans-mokhani katani..." (Tevet sedvinsati~versa= 
bhisiktena maya otasmin antare penca-vimsatih banihena-mokssh krteh) =- 
'By me, who am consecrated 26 years up till now, 25 jail deliveries 
have been effected just in that. period’, The dates specified in the 
records are in current regnel years. 


NAKSATRAS.; . Keutilya prohibits castration end destruction of animal 
foetus on certain days, including the days of-the-Neksatres of the 
ling end the country, Fillar Edict V prohibits castration ani brending 
of animals on Tisya snd-Punervasu days, THe two seperate Edicts of 
Dhauli ani Jaugada (in newly conquered Kalinga) were ordered to be 
recited every Tisya-dey for the eshortatioji ani guidance of the offi- 
cials against excesses. Moreover the later constelletion.Tisya is 
placed prior to erelier Punarvagu in Piller Edict V, It shows import- 
ence end thet it-mst be of the king, and Punervasu of the country, 
which should, therefore, be under stood as Magedha, 

FAMILY : Asoka had several brothers and sisters, living till the 15th 

year.of his reign, 

mufassil towns, He had two queens, 


one Chief and the Second named 
Keruyald from v 


only his queens 


lower status, living not only at his capital but also in the provi: 


during his father's time when he was t 


Viceroy at U 


ani staying not only at Pataliputra, but alao in the - 
مط روزي‎ had a son nemed Mvare, In Pillar Edict VII, — 
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DATES : In epigraphic records the 


Keruveli from ven be hed a son named Tivare., 


۱ j dation Ch i and eGangotri (2) | 
the gods. With ess by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
from Deriug to i are the proclemation of the Acheemenides, 
GE WAA mwexerxes Ochun Thug saith the king Darius", In both 
21.74 [77 3 E 
Geo A ii He “6 dn the thira person, It could not have been imitate 


the و‎ of the royal chancery- noticed by Keutilys in his Artha- 
gastra, Indians may have edonted the 


Asoka! 


hrone by massacring 99 of his brothers 
after his father's death, ani. spering. only Tisya, the youngest,. This 

is refitted by his inscriptions which speak, not of one, but of several 
brothers, living sni staying in Pateliputra ani verious other towns of 
his empire, There is no good-reagon to think that any long interval 

of 4 years elapsed between Asoka! S coronation and his assumption of 

the reins of goverment, 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION ¢. . From Piller Edict ۲ it is inferzble that Asoka 


was in. the habit of celebrating the amiversary of his coronation by 
release of prisoners :"Yava saduvisati-vasa sbhisitens me etaye enteli- 
kaye pemna-visati bendhana-mokhani katani..." (Yevet sedvimsetimversaq 
bhisiictene maya etasnin antare penca-vimsatih bandhane-mokseh krteh) <= 
'By me, who am consecrated 26 years up till now, 25 jail deliveries 
have been effected just in that period’, The dates specified in the 
records are in current regnel years, 


= em 


HAKSATRAS.: Kautilya prohibits castration ani destruction of animal 


foetus on certain days, including the days of-the-lleksstras of the 
king end the country, Pillar Edict V prohibits castration ani branding 
of aninsls on Tigye eni Punsrvasu Gays, THe two separate Edicts of 
Dhauli and Jaugada (in newly conquered Kalinga) were ordered to be 
recited every Tisya-day for the exhortatio] eni guidance of the offi- 
cials against excesses, Moreover the later constellation Tisya is 
placed prior to erelier Punervasu in Filler Edict V, It shows import 
ance ani that it musb be of the king, and Punarvasu of the country, 
which should, therefore, be understood as Magadha, 


FAMILY : Asoka had several brothers ani sisters, living till the 15th 
` Ce 


year.of his reign, and staying not only at Pataliputra, but also in the : 
mufassil towns, He had two queens, one Chief and the Secom named 
r Edict VII, 


Asoka speaks of his ‘averodhana! (haren) of which the inmates were not 
` Orly hig queens bub also his left-handed wives, the purdsh ladies of : — 
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OS&LL, Une cannot 
4 Sey whether Tivora wes one of them, 


PUBLIC BUSINESS : ` Roo. Edict VI describe 
places ho dispatches The bu 


ell places سس‎ while eating 


Ujjayini, Suvernspiri, end 


8 how often eni at what different 
siness of hig people, At all hours and at 

in closed female epertments, in inner‏ و 
chamber (gerbhe~gena), vith the stud, on horgesback (vinita), or in‏ 
pleasure orchards, Evidenti‏ 


1 Js therefore, when Asoka hed no business 
to dispose of, he vag to be found at his Capital, either regaling in 
Gining hall, engaged.with the ladies of his harem, chatting in hig 
retiring room, or inspecting thevroyal stud (vraja), enjoying horse- 
ride, or beguiling his time in the orchard, 


TASTES 3 Before conversion Asoka was very ford of meet, Thousends of 
animals were killed in Kitchen, After conversion, even when he rigo- 

tously stopped slaughter, he hed و‎ pesecocks and one dear for his table, 

Ho stopped the killing 6f the deer but continued to take the flesh of | 

peacocks. for some time more Buddhaghosa, in his.comentexy on Sonyutten 

nikeya, ssys.'To the people of the frontier provinces gandu«ppedas 

ere delicious, but they are abomins] to those of the. idale Country, 

To the letter the flesh of pea-fowl is delicious,! Asoka, being a 


S foni of pesecock flesh and could not cive 


native of Middle Country w& 
it up at once, 


DIVERSIONS 2 AMUSEMENTS : Rock Ediot VIII. says that past kings were in the 2 


habit of going out on NViherenyetras or pleasure tours where they enjoy- 
ed chase, etc., but Asoka replaced them by Dhemma=yatras, or tours for 
Dhenma since the 10th year of his reign when he visited Sembodhi, the 
place where Buddha obteined enlightenment, Before thet he also indulged 
in pleasure excursions, pre-eninently in hunting, But sanctity of 
animel life which made sn indelible impression on his mind after the 
Kalinga wer, made his soul recoil from hunting, 


Public entertainments ؛‎ Ancient kings of India were in the 
hebit of holding Samajas in which the subjects were entertained ani ; 
feted, It was probably a..diplomatic move to keen the people pleased ani : E 
satisfied, The Saja was of tuo kinds; (a) in which people were ` d 
treated to dainty dishes in which meat played the most important part ` | 
(Cf, Rantideva in Mbh, killing 2000 cattle end 2000 kine to fete hig | 
people «== in Vanaparvan) . It was a convivial melee. 


(b) In which people were treated to dancing, music, eni other pere 4 
formances, It was synonymous woth Ranga or Preksa-grha or MEN E 
(euphithestre) (Cf, Hethigumphe insc, éui Nasik Cave ingo,) 

HORRORS OF WAR , Conquest of Kalinga, the tract of leni on the coast of 

` Bey of Bengal between Vaitarani ani Lenguliya rivers, resulted i: 

1,50,000 captive slaves, 1,00,000 kiled and many more died, 

E- brance of these appalling. figures aftan hie oen n 

E d extreme and gomine 8858188,“ goscie 4, 
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tent soul, Ha chastised his c for asas on the E 
people and took steps to prevettt then 4n future, 4 


Wë WE MAS COIUERED ? Rock Edict XIII tells us that Andhra, the 
"OH comprising the Kitena and Godavari Digtricts, and Parinda, 
perhaps somewhere on the eastern outskirts of tho Meuryan Empire, - si 
possibly in Bengel, — were included in his empire, Kalinga was thus | 
a sort of wedge driven into the body politic eni_night at any time 
conspire with the foreign Choda kinglons of the south, ^ 


5 -— 


- A year after his conquest of Kalinga he bacane a Buddhist ani the 
idea of becoming a Cskreverti Dhovmika Dharmaraja. hsunted his nini, . E 
Lee. a ruler of the earth, rot through conquest, bub ‘through righteous- | ۱ 
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(GIRNAR VERSION) ` 

This Dhammalipi has been caused to be written by king Priys- 
dasi, beloved of the gods. No living being here should be killed 
and offered as a sacrifice ; nor should any Samaja be held ; for 
king Priyadasi sees much evil (harm),in a Samaja. There are, 
nowever, certain “amajas which are considered good by Priyadasi, 
peloved of the gods. Wë" 

Formerly in the kitchen of the king Priyadasi, beloved of the | ! 


"Ear i 


gods, many hundreds and thousands of animals were slaughtered 


چ مچ او ر 


everyday for curry. That today when this script on morality has 


Ac temer Leider i a Zi Én ed 


been written only three lives are killed, two peacocks and one 


deer ; even that deer not regularly. Even these three lives 
shall not be killed afterwards. 


----0000---- 

In Hethigumpha Inse. we are told that Kharavela, the ruler 
of Kalinga, amused his Capital town by celebrating 'utsavas' EM [ 
'samajas'. Previously the same thing was done by Gautamiputra | 
Satakarni, and we know it from the Nasik Cave Inse. The Samaja 


was obviously a convivial melee and was designed to feast the 


SZ x^‏ : 35 یا 
t EE DEE EE Ka‏ جم SE CG 1 aa i‏ 
maerore re — DER 9 ee NS nur un EE Een z‏ 


eye, ear or the palate. 
DEVANAM PRIYAH : One of the appellation of Asoka, commonly | 

1 met with in the inscs., is 'Devanam priyah.' In later times the 4 | 
word came to mean a fool or a dunce, as Ehattoji Diksita in his 1 
‘devanan priya iti ca murkhe.' Hemaca 
But this evidently could not be the 
Patanjali, we know, associates the 3 
"Istijno hi ` leva 


Siddhanta Kaumudi says : 
also corroborates this. 
in the times of Asoka. 
With 'bhavat, dirghayuss and ayusmat' s 805٠و‎ 
Priyo na tu praptijnah. Isyate hy etad rupam ati." This 
that like other honorific terms 'devanam priyah' was 1 


-auspicious mode of address OT characterisation. Asa: 


fact the Di pavansa bou a gin 'erenc 
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used i 8 dig Called Dasaratha, Similarly, an epi- 


. graph from Cey lon applies the Spithet to Vanka Nasika Tissa, 
gaja-bahuka-ganini, and kahallaka Haga. 


تسوت یو 


. This honorific title was used in the case of kings only, 28 


can. be inferred from Rock Siet VIII, where in place of 'Devanam 
priya’ of some versions, 'r& Jano! 


of other versions is employed. 
The term ‘devanam priya' was probably used to indicate the 
belief that the kings were under ‘the protection of the gods. 


It can best be rendered by the expressions : 'dear unto gods, 
OT, beloved of the gods." 


PRIYA-DARSIE : Except twice or thrice, the general name 
by which king Asoka is referred to in the inses. is 'Priya- 
darsin. ' The word means tone of amiable look, or, one of graci- | 


ous pien.' The fact that his grandfather Candragupta Eaurya 


dois, sedute نی سد‎ EG er AE چ‎ ei Las ernest) 2 


was also styled 'Piya-dassena' in Ceylonese ehronicles, shows 
that this was not Che proper name of the king. The Ceylonese 

chronicles call Asoka 'Priya-dasi' and 'Piya-dassana,' but the 
Indian epigraphs of the monarch deseribe him only as ' Pya-dasi. * 
This implies, therefore, that Asoka's grandfather also must have d 
been called 'Piya-dasi' and not 'Piya-dassana,' Prom this it is ` 
clear that 'Piya-dasi' was only a 'biruda' of Asoka. That the 


ns 


proper name of the emperor was Asoka, is demonstrated by mis 
sixth. copy of the Minor Rock Halet I. discovered at Vaski in 

sholapur, district and another recently discovered in & place 
near Jhansi. These inscriptions mention the name of the king 


ODM A , * 7 Ü 
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explicitly in the very first ling. ` 
8 The only answer to the objection that why the ta $ was 


more often referred to by his !biruda! than his proper name, : 
that instances are not wanting, where kings are known RAE. : i 
invariably ty their epithets. ‘Thus, the son of Govinda III 
the Rastrakuta family of ‘wanyakhete . is known to us from 
documents w his mine. mater | ۱ 
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; Ee EES E (7 

other epithet sohad rot ‘woe thro uge TH Aboka's time. : 
Slaughter of animals : In the inscription Asoka admits 

that formerly hundreds and thousands of animals were killed in 
his kitchen; "Para mahanasamhi devanam-priyasa priya-dasino 
rano anudivasam bahuni prana-sata-sahasrani arabhisu supathaya. 
Asoka here refers to a custom which he followed before his S 
conversion to Buddhism. Thousands of cattle were slain in the ` 
kitchen and their cooked meat was doled out to the poor. This : 


at once reminds us of Rentideva, a king mentioned in the. aha 
bharata, during whose reign so great was the number of cattle 2 
slaughtered in sacrifices and in his kitchen that a river of 
blood is supposed to have issued from their hides, which was 
afterwards called Carmanvati. The meat was served to the poor 
and it is said in the epic that ty doing this he earned untold 3 
merit and Fame. a 
‘When the conscience of Asoka was roused to this wanton ` 
 eruelty by Buddhism, he put a stop. to the carnage, and at wa : 
time when this edict was engraved on the rock only three za 
animals were allowed to be killed. for food. These, too, he 


ix 


promised to spare in future. 
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GEN 
SOKA!S DHAMM 


The word 'dhamna! being frequently used. in his lithic 
records by Asoka, it is necessary to discover its true import.” 
The word is the Prakrit or Pali form of Sanskrit 'dharma.' 

Time and again Asoka has exhorted his people to follow Dhamma. 
Not only did he Preach others to practise Dhamma, he himself 

set an example to them. Rock Edict bears an eloquent testi- ` 
mony to Asoka's zeal for Dhamma. Says he, "aho bheri-ghoso 


dhamma-ghoso" and "dhamma-vadhiya vedheya vadhisati ceva Deva- 
nam-priyo priya-dasi raja." d 


Now the guestion arises what is Dhamma of which Asoka was 
so enamoured. Asoka himself puts the gestion and provides an 


answer to it in the 2nd Pillar Edict : "Kiyam cu dhamme ti ? 


Apasinave bahukayane daya dane sace socaye, " What is Dharma ? 


It is freedon from depravity op sin, much good to others, 
mercy, munificence, truthfulness and purity. Asoka does not EE 
Stop here but goes on to deseribe the duties by which the afore- 
said virtues are to be translated into practice. They are - 
non-slaughter of animate beings (anarambho prananam), non- E 
injury to existing creatures (avihimsa bhutanam), service sp 
parents (matari pitari ca susrusa), service of elders (thaira-  - 
susrusa), reverence to teachers (gurunam apaciti), seemly be- ©: 
haviour towards friends, acquaintances and relatives (mita — E 

samstuta-natikanam sampetipati), liberality towards haere 
and Sramanas (Pankapi en Saan, proper treatment, 


We can discern as it were the very pers deg ae 
hear his voice ge these pillars or د‎ 
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There are two facets to Asoka's Dhamma -- positive and 
negative, as are 'pravrtti' and 'nivrtti' in Brahmanical Dharma. 
The 'pravrttis' lead a man towards those higher values which 
have Just been enumerated. But the whole cr fuller account of 
Dhamma will not be possible without saying a few words about 
'nivrttis' or taboos, or the negative side of Asoka's Dhamma. 

Ihe negative side can be summed up in one word - rasina 
In Pillar Edict III, it is placed side by side with *papa' and A 
Asoka specifies there the malevolent affections which lead to 
it. They are ferocity (candiye), cruelty (nithuliye), wrath 
(kodhe), arrogance (mane), and jealousy (isya). Thus it will be 


seen that not only the performance &f moral duties enumerated 
by Asoka is necessary, but also freedom from these passions 
is essential for the full and adequate fulfilment of Dhamma. 
in some of his Hdicts Asoka commands his people to peep 
inwards and carry out self-examination (agaya palikhaya = agrya- | 
yah pariksayah) or paccavekkhana. Like a Prophet he says : 
"kan seeth the good only (saying unto himself) ‘this good deed 
have I done." In nowise doth he see his sin and say ‘this sin 
have I committed.' This idea of self-examination is looked 
upon as Christian in origin, but Asoka had propounded it centu- ^ 
ries before Christ appeared on this earth. 
Dr. Bhandarkar says : "His (Asoka's) Dhamma may be describ- | 
ed as the common property of all religions." The virtues and a 
Practices which Asoka tells us to follow are precisely those ك‎ 
Which all religions specify as worthy of inculcation. Asoka's ` 
Dhamma, therefore, is not a religion full of م۲۵2۵‎ 
ties. It is a code of moral duties which any righteous man ; 
belonging to any sect professes. This is the essence of: all 
Teligions, and this and this alone Asoka wants should th 
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mutual conflict is not very great. Moreover, Asoka asks the 
peopldwho Hay profess a particular creed, to hearken to others. 
and thus become 'bahu-£ruta.! By doing so they wili become 
‘kalyanagama' and cause exaltation of their own faith (atm&- 
pasanda-vadhi) and illumination of Dhamma (Dhemma-dipana). 
.Toleration seems io be the key-note of Asokats Dhamma. 
Though a Buddhist tc the core, he does not force the followers 
of other faiths to toe his line. He is tolerant enough to allow 
them the freedom of faith and fredon of worship» Like the Prea. 
amble of the present Indian Constitution, Asoka declares : E 
' sava pasanda vaseyu,' every religious sect has a right to jive. 
Moreover, Dot only should they live together, tut also co-oper- ` 
ate with each other instead of engaging in fruitless diseussions. 
By co-oreration will they be able to force up those points of | 
agreement (rather than of conflict) whieh may not otherwise be 


visible. 


The sumuum-and-bonum of “soka! s Dhamma, as he himself points 
out at several places, is 'svaga' or " svarga. ' Ey holding out ! 
this ideal cf 'svarga' Asoka exhorts his people to follow 
Vnus And so far propaganda is concerned, he employs every 
possible means of propagation of his faith. By Showing the 
'vimanas, Hastins, and Jyotih-skandhas' he tries to win over 
people to his side. There is no gainsaying the fact that all ` 
his propaganda had kx its effect and within a remarkably short — 
time Buddhism not only spread in India, but went even beyond ` 
her borders. | SC KS 

Not only did “soka exert for the spiritual welfare of t 
masses, he worked for their temporal weal also. Says he : 
"Phalani mulani ca yata yata nasti tata tata narapitani c 
pitani ca. Pamthesu kupa ca khanapita vracha ca ropapita 
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ASOKA e RƏ Zn 


THE &PREAD 9 F BUDDHI لزع‎ 


Buddhism which had hitherto been more or less a local sect 
was transformed into a world religion only through the mission- 
ary activities of Asoka, The great Emperor, who in the prime of 
his youth displeyed a rare martial spirit and military genious | 
in conquering end ennexing Kalinga to his already vast empire, 
was destined to be the greatest of pacifists of his time, or of 
all times. The great massacre of Kalinga, it seems, shook the | 


heart of the king from its very roots, and he at once resolved | 


to relinquish all military conquest. His anguished heart found 
solace in the teaehings of Lord Buddha, and instead of military 


conquests, he embarked upon a campaign of conquest by Dhamma 
(Dharma-vijaya). Asoka, as he himself tells us, entered the 
Buddhist fola in his 3th regnal year. For a year he remained 
lukewaru, but then suddenly s Ro into a staunch devotee 
of Buddhism and began to undertake religious tours to Sambodhi 
and arrange religious instruction (Dhamma-savanani, Dhammanusa- - 
thini). He set before himself the ideal of becoming (nota 
combative. but) Dhermeraja Dharmika Cakravertin. This ideal always 
goaded hir on to do all he could to propagate tne simple reli — 
gion of Sekya-muni. With the vast administrative and financial | 
resources of his empire Asoka set out on the conquest of the Se S 
hearts of people, & conquest perhaps wore difficulat than a E 
military conquest. In its results his Dhamma-vijaya was renark. 
&bly successful, so much so that in Minor Rock Edict I Asoka 
Says : "Human beings who were not mixed with the gods, were : 
eaused to be mixed with then throughout the Jambudvipa. This 
the fruit of effort." This shows that within an ineredi 
Period of one year after Asoka's entry into the Samgha he 
eeded in elevating the moral standard of the nassos to s 
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This phenominal success was achieved through the follczizs 
measures :- 

Firstly, as the Rock Edict IV tells us, Asoka tried to foster 
and propagate Dhamma by showing to the people the spectacles of 
Vimanas or celestial palaces, Hastins or divine elephants, and 

(lighted columns) 
Jyotih-skandhas/or burning columns (agi-khandhani). These repre- 
sented the kinds of heavenly bliss in store for the good and 
virtuous in the next birth when they would become gods. 


He organized and encouraged Sanajas or congregations of men 


for music, dancing and theatrical performances. These he utilized 


as excellent means of propaganda for the spread of Dhamma (Dhamma 


vadhata). He, however, forbade those Samajas in which meat was 


served and looked upon them with disfavour (bahukam hi dosam 
. saigajamhi pasati Devanam-priyo priya-dasi raja). ۱ 
He organized Dhamma-yatras in place of time-honoured Vinara- 
yatras (revelries or sprees). There he distributed money auong 
the Sranmanes, Sramanas and the aged, and visited the provincials 
whou he gave instructions about ihamme and made enquiries about ; 
Dhamma (janapadasa ca janasa dasanam Dhammanusasti ca Dhamma- 
paripucha. R.E. VIII). 
Pillar Edict VII gives us a lucid account of the measures | 
` that the emperor adopted for the spread of Dhamma. For a tine he - 
kept pondering over the problem in ordervto evolve a Master | 
Plan which eouls show quick results. He had seem failure of the - 
earlier kings in this direction end was, therefore, thoughtful 
enough to give it serious thought and devise some eifective and 
fool-proof method. No wonder that his deliberations made hin hit 
upon a Master Plan which may be used as an effective propagan 
technique even today. ۰ 
Asoka established Dhamma-stambhas (Dhemma-thembhani kai 
Which were not the usual architectural columns, but were 
of Charity which he forthwith goes on to expàain =- “mages 
À me nigohani lopapitani chayopagani hosanti pasu-munise 
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self for he adnits.that,sueh-good works were done by previous 
kings also. It appears, therefore, that Asoka'g aim was to set 

a personal example in order to encourage the people to do simi- 
lar works of public good. In Pillar Edict VII he says : "But I 
have done this with the intent that men may follow the practices 
of Dhamma (Imam cu Dhammanupatipati anupatipajantu ti = Imam tu 
Dharmanupratipattin anupratipadyatam iti). 

Another innovation in the field of propaganda for Dhamma . 
was the creation of a class of new officers called 'Mahamatas' 
who had a twofold temporal and spiritual funtion to perform. | 
In their temporal duties they had to tour through the districts 
every five years in order to set right any excesses committed 
by the Pradesikas or Rajukas. They could also temper Justice 


with mercy by allowing the teen-aged and the aged persons to be 


set free, or remit the sentences of orphans or afflicted persons. 


As regards their spiritual function, they were required to preach 


Dhamma as well as to keep contact with all sects, e e.g. the E 1 


ists, the Ajivikas, Nirgranthas, ete. They were to focus the 
people's attention on the essentials (of religion) rather than ; 
non-essentials and thus put an end to all acrmony and bitterness. 
They were also required to encourage the house-holders to con- ` 
tribute something towards charity, and also to satisfy their 
hankering after truth. 'Sava pasanda vaseyu' was Asoka's ideal 
&nd the DANA Mahaba bas were commissioned to achieve that ideal. - 
The third means Se the Dhamma-savanani and Dhammanusathini, E: 
Which are the two aspects of Kg one and the same thing. In- Sr 
Pillar Siet VII Asoka tells us the practices and virtues that 


(Pulisa pi bahune janase ayata ..... Lajuka pi سوت هه‎ 
Sata-sahesu ayata te pi me anapita hevam hevam ca Weer ` t 
E. Janam Dhamma-yutam T 
| Rock Siet III also says that in the 12th year js. 
he commanded not only the Hauna but also the P 
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in Dhamma in addition to the discharging of their official 
duties (Sarvata Vijitasi mama yuta ca Rajuke ca Pradesike ca 


pancasu pancasu vasesu anusamyanam niyatu eta yeva athaya عرس‎ 
Dhammanusastiye e Ar 


Thus, it will be seen that one of the most effective means 


employed by Asoka for the dissemination of Dhamma was the employ- 
ment of higher order of his officials for preaching work. Just 
as his Yutas and Rajukas preached Dhamma inside the country, so 
did his ambassadors in foreign lands. In Rock Biet XIII, Asoka 
mentions his missionary activity in the kingdom of five Greek 
kings, Antiochus, Magas, 

But this was not all. For in the same Edict the king tells. 
us that where the envoys of the Beloved of Gods do not go, there 
the people having heard the utterances of Dhamma, the ordinances | 
and teachings Sf Dhamma by the Gods' Beloved, practise Dhamma ` 
and will so practise. This, as Bhandarkar thinks, is a reference 
to his missionary activity in Burma and China. 


Fron this it is evident that the missionary activities or 

Asoka were not confined to this country alone, but extended 

into the outside world also. As he was not moved by any narrow ` 
OP parochial considerations, his Dhamma was meant for the whole. 
of mankind. Even the dumb animal creation of God figured promi- — 
nenly in his plans of betterment of this and the next life. In Sr: 
Rock Biet VI he says : "Nasti hi me toso ustanamhi athasamtira- 
naya va. Katavamate hi me sava-loka-hitam." Or, there is no : 
higher duty than the welfare of the whole world. I am never 
satisfied with my exertions or despatch of business. These » 
Sentiments make Asoka one of the greatest humanitarians of his 
time as well as a great internationalist. He was not actuated ` 
in his. endeavours by a desire for fame, for he says in Rock — 
Bier X, "Devanam priyo priyadasi raja yaso ya kiti va no i | 


~ Path of Dhamma. “Bhutanam anamnam gaccheyam ...* (R.E. 
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RELIGIOUS 


CONDITIONS IN ASOKA'S TIMES 


From the repeated mention pe the word Pasanda in the Rock 
Hdicts end his statements "sava pasanda vaseyu ; sava pasanda 
me pujita," there remains inn doubt that there existed several 
religious systems in the times of Asoka. Among these specific 
mention is made of Samhha, Ni rgangha or Jaina and Babhana or the 
Brahmanical religion. Ey Samkha, evidently, 4soka meant Samgha, 
the Buddhist Fraternity. Besides these, other minor religions 
also flourished, among which Ajivikas may. be specially mentioned. 

The inseriptions of Asoka, throw an interesting light on the 
Buddhism of that day. In Rock Edict XIII there is a post seript: 


v "sarva-sveto hasti sarva-loka-sukhaharo nama." Various scholars 1 


have exercised their ingenuity in finding out the true signifi- 


cance of the words 'sveto' op 'hasti'. They have arrived at the 
conclusion that the expression 'sarva-sveto hasti' refers to| KC 
Buddha. There is representation of an elephant at haji aná ^. 5 
Kalsi, and on the top of the rock is written 'Gajatane, ' Now, Ri 
according to a Buddhist legend, Bodhisattva, the future, Buddha, ` 
left the Tusita heaven to being happiness to the people in the 
form of an elephant. This gives us a clue that 'Hasti! pr 'Qaja- | 
tama’ is nothing else but Buddha, From this it may be observed | 
that though there were no icons of Buddha, he was represented at 
least by the elephant symbol in Asoka's time. This earlier sym- : 
bolism might have later on led to the deification of Buddha and ` 
to the making of his images. : 
Though Asoka was & Buddhist devotee and undertook tours to 


the sacred places of Buddhism like Sambodhi, he did not concern 


himself much with the doctrinal portion of Buddhism. He dee 


Oé 
Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri E 
to listen to others and thus promote the growth of their own 
sect, for otherwise they would only harm their own sect: "Atpa- 
pasanda-puja và p&r&-pasanda-garaha ya no bhave apakarenamhi 
lahuka va asatamhi tamhi prakarane. Pujetaya tu eva para-pasanda 
Evam karum atpa-pasandam ca vadhayati para-pasandasa ca upa- 
karoti. Tad-amnatha karoto atpa-pasandam ca chanati: Para-pasam- 
dam ca pi apakaroti." That is why Asoka advises his people to 0 
live in concord : "Ta samavayo eva sadhu." EC 
The dicts also enlighen us about the prevalent superstitior 
of that time. Rock Edict IX tells us that people perform many 
kinds of 'mangalas' or religious rites on Several;occasions like 
the birth of a son, marriage, going to a foreign tact etc. : — 
"Asti jano ucavacam mamgalam karote ..." Especially the women 
performed many and useless types of religious rites : "Eta tu 
mahidayo bahu nirathakam mamgalam Karote." This is just as it 
is today. Asoka advised people not to indulge in these futile | 


rites but practise Dhauma-mamgala, because this alone was 


'maha-phala. ۲ 


zed by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


rr 


3 
07 
Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


THE SOCIAL cCOoZDITIONS 
IN THE TIME OF as OKA 


Wherever Asoka recommends good practice to be followed fer 
the realisation of Dhamma, he uses the expression : 'Dasa- | 
bhatakamhi sampratipati.' Now, the word bhataka means an ordi- 
nary Servant in contrast to the word 'dasa' or a slave. The use 


of the expression 'dasa' seems to indicate the existence of the 


practice of slavery. The occurence of this word in lithic reco- 


rds is enough to disprove the much flaunted statement of Nega- 


sthenese that slavery was absent in India in the time of Asoka. : 
Ihat slavery continued to exist even after Asoka can be gathered j| 
from a reference in Mrechakatika where Vasantasena bought the | 
freedom of Medanika by paying a large amount as ransom. It may 
be that 'dasa' referred to a certain type of menial servants 
but it would be the perversity of truth to say that slavery 
existed in the form in which it existed the West where the 
slaves were more brutally treated than animals. 

Asokan inseriptions throw some light on the condition of 
women also, particularly on the women of the royal household. 
Asoka had siven orders to his officials and servants to report 3 
to him people's business even if he be taking food, or in closed | 
apartments, or in the inner chamber (orodhanamhi gabhagaraumhi). 
The word for royal harem is 'orodhana.' This, therefore, is a E- 
elear proof of the fact that the women of the royal household ` 
were kept in seelusion, which at once reminds us of the expre 
ion 'asuryampasys raja-darah' cited in the Kasika-vrtti. The 
prevailing view that Purdah system was first introduced into 
India by Mohammedan conquerors is thus fully refuted. The . 
deduction from the edicts is further confirmed by — 


Kamasutra of Vatsyayana, and above all the Arthasast tra 
tilya, the Chief Minister of Asoka's grandfather, 
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| pr ractice. This hope $n the part of Asoka implies | that masses in 
A Bis time were literate, that they could at least read. The 
/ | Pı11ars, etc. are erected at those places which were either on 
۱ // the highways or outside: the big towns or cities. They were 
' intended for the travelling public to read and be inspired by 
j She instructions given on them. This is a solid proof of the 
f high percentage of literacy among the masses. Had the Pillers or 
ff édicts been established in cities and towns, such an inference 
4 could not be conclusive, for literacy is bound to be higher in 
centres of learning and civilisation. 

As for the language, Magadhi is used throughout the m 
plain. While we may not deny that the spoken language of that 
time was some form of Prakrit, we must not overlook the fact 


that the Prakrit was not divided from Sanskrit by a very big | 


gap. ás a matter of fact, there are several instances in which 


there seems to be very little difference between the two langu- 
ages, e.g. "Asti jano ucavacam mamgalm karote.! The passage has ; 
only & slight phonetical change from its Sanskrit equivalent. 
Although the language RECS for administrative purposes of the 
State was Magadhi, this did not preclude the use and popularity ۱ 
of Sanskrit, for there was no wide gulf between the Classical - | 
Sanskrit and Prekrit at that time. ; 

Now, a word about caste system. The inscriptions mention Aa 
three classes of people -- Babhana, Bhata, and Ibhya (R.E. Sn 
This shows that there existed , on three castes -- Brahmanas, | 
M i and. Yaisyas. But all this is controversial. We can 
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We do not possess any detailed account of the administrative 
machinery in times of Asoka. The inscriptions do not take us 
very far, because they are records of morality (Dhamma-lipis) 
and as such are not expected to yield any detailed information 
regarding the administrative set up of the déusbor 1n those 
times. From casual Pemarks, however, and from the technical 
terms used incidentally, we can piece together bits of informa- b 
tion, which howsoever imperfect, is indispensable fo» & student 1 
of political history. 

Asoka designates his empire, which is under his direct هسه‎ 


nistration, as 'vijitat (servata vijitemhi mama yuta ca Rajuke 


ca kat&'. R.K, ). Besides the vijita territories, there were 3 
other feudatory states like Andhra, Parinda, Bhoja and Kamboja E 
which acknowledged the suzerainty of Asoka. They seem to have S 
Cepended on the imperial army for defence. 

ihe emperor was at the head of the government, and all autho- 
rity, administrative as well as legislative, vested in him. He | 
had for his guidance and advice a Council of Ministers known as \ 
Pastisa or Parisad. This eonsisted of all the importent Minis- 
ters, but their number cannot be ascertained. The Parisad is - 
mentioned in the 6th Rock Miet in connection with quick infor- - 
mation that the emperor desires to obtain about the CER 
of opinion in the 'Parisa! (Parissyam pativeditavyam sarvata 
sarve lace). The Parisad has been an integral part of the x 
administrative apparatus since very early times, being ment 
ed in the Vedic literature. deserit, to Dr. D.R.Bhanc 


enis, If there was a , differoneo: of opinion. or im 
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, The Parisad consisted of هه نها‎ From this we, infer ` 
that all or most of the important heads of the Departments ` 
,, entrusted With various administrative responsibilities. That — 
^ was the arrangement at the Centre. The provinces must also 
have had more or less & similar arrangement. 1 
| We have got various sets of inscriptions which are addres- | 
sed to the Einisters of ‘different places. A Minor Pillar | 
Biict is addressed to the Mehamatras: of Kausembi. {here are. 
references to the Mehamatras in Siddhapur version of the roel 1 
edicts. In this way Ministers in different parts of india are 
addressed. From this it is easy to infer that the inscription 
were mostly engraved at the Provincial head-quarters and th 


orders therein were meant for.the officers of those province 
to carry out. - DE 22 3 

Each administrative unit had its Chief Officer, most — 
probably called the Pradesika, and was in charge of a provi 


Under him were the Rajukas, officers as the . maes o 


me bahusu pana-sata-sahasresu datat WA appear to have z 
beon officers in charge of districts or Divisions within 


4s the records were meant : only : for the > propagation ¢ of 
not much of politicel reference could be expected. 
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( DELHI oe VERSION) 


Thus saith king Piyadasi, beloved of the gods. Having been 
anointed for 26 years this script on morality was caused to be 
written by me. This world and the next are difficult to attain ۱ 
except by foremost longing for Thamma, foremost examination, : 
foremost service, foremost fear, and foremost effort. But through 
my instruction the vgn Pe anes has ۲۳ Ser | 
And my officers, whether of high, middle or lower rank, will 
conform to it and accomplish it. They are quite competent to 
reclaim the fickle (And they are quite able to urge others /to 
do it/ --- ‘alam ca palam=param'-~ Dr. Bhandarkar). £o also the 
ministers of the frontiers. This indeed is the method (or pre- .| 
cept -- Bhandarkar) that tis (namely,) protection by Dhamma, | 
causing happiness by Dhamma, and guarding by Dhamma. 


----0000---- 
COMMENTS [ 
Dhamma-vijaya : Ever since Asoka became Buddhist, his. 
mind yearned to achieve a conguest by Dhamma, and, as Dr. mà 
darkar points out (in "Asoka"), he was anxious to win the; tat 
of 'Cakravarti Dharmika Dharmaraja", This Diamma-vijaya of. ۱ 
Asoka, as is recently observed by T.N.Remacshdran, was not E 
different from that advocated in the Mahabharata or the Artha- E 
Sesto Kautilya distinguishes between three kinds of conquer 
-- "Dharma-vijayin, lobha-vijayin, and asura-vijayin.' "Acco. le 
ing to his definition, the first is satisfied with mere obe 
` sance of the defeated king, the second Ww what he can. 5 ‘el, 


ress a 
quished. From the description of Kalidasa ی‎ WA E 


is well exenplifiod in Raghu and WS ۳ 
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(TRANSLATION) 


T Beloved of the gods Plyádasi, the king, has said tnus -- 
Dharma is good. But what does Dhamma consist of ? (It consists 
of) freedom from depravity (L.J. N. =- little sin), much good, 
compassion, charity (hand, = liberality), truth, purity. And ` 
verily I have distributed charities of various kinds (lit. 
the gift of sight have I given in nanyfold ways). To the bi- 
2505 and quadrupeds, the winged and the aquatic animals have 
1 done many kinds of benevolent deeds, even up to the boon of 
life. But other good deeds have also been done by me. For this 
purpose the script on morality has caused to be written by me, 
that (people) may adopt it accordingly and that it may long 
endure. He who will conform to it in the (prescribed) manner 
will do a good deed. 


T----00000----- 
۱ COMMENTS 

Apesinave bahu kayane : In answer to a seif put question 5 
'Tbat is Dhamma ?' Asoka mentions Z six principles which con- . 
stitute Dhamma. The first two of them are 'apasinave' and 
'bahu kayane'. Now, *bahu kayane' means much good. As the two 
are placed in juxtaposition with each other, the suggestion 
is irresistible that they are antithetical and as such maji 
Sent the two sides of 4soka's Law of Piety, the negative and 
positive. As "bahu kayane' is positive, so naturally We 
is negative. It means re little demefit, a small fault'(alpa-. 


&sSnav&h). Now the question arises what 'àsinava! is, 


has been mentioned side by side with ‘papa’ (sin), or ín 3 
.X we meet with ‘apa-parisrave' or psc pti tane" in mes 


Same as 'asava', a term frequently occuring in Buddhi 
But the 'asavas' of Buddhism are not the e vas" 


" ~ 
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responds to 'esinava' and like that is derived from 'a- /snu'. 


; As the word ‘asinava' (-atnahsya) is used in P.E. III side by 
side with 'papa', it seems that both have different meanings 
or connotation. 'papa' means sin, Dr. Bhandarkar observes : 

" We shall not be far from right if we take 'asinava' to signi- 
fy depravity or defilement. * 


The 'asnavas' cr 'anhaya' of Jainism are in essentials the same 


as enumerated in their works. Asoka seems to have adopted and 


assimilated some of the psychological concepts of Jainism. 
Some regard 'asinava' to be the Rpabhramsa form of 'asrava' 
Which occurs in Apastauba Dharmasutra (9.8.5.19) and is explain-! 
ed by Haradatta in his commentary as "yaih purusah asravyate | 
bahir &kPrsyate,' that is to say by which a man is drawn towards | 
the outward pleasures of life. But Dr. Buhler and others do not | 
accept this interpretation, because Sanskrit 'sra' changes to | 
'ssa' in Pali and Prakrit and not to 'sina'. Therefore the 
above derivation seems to be the 062172505 one. 

'Cakhu-dane pi me pahu-vidhe dime’ : I have made the 
gifts of the eyes in manyfold ways. The word 'cakhu' (==Caksu) 
has been often used both in Hindu seripturs in the sense of | 
‘spiritual insight! (paramerthixa 0839. Here it means, there- ` 
fore 'the sight of the doctrine (R.E. - IX and XI). The means — 
adopted towards this end consisted of Dhammanusathini, i.e., ` 
imparting of instructions in the laws of piety and morality. — 
Cakhu stands for 'lignt' (aloka), ‘knowledge’ (panna-cakhu= jx 


light of knowledge). 


'Sace socaye' : 'saca' or truthfulness is the moral quality ` 
which is defined by “soka as the courage of speaking the truth 
'sacam vataviyam' (Brahmagiri, H.R.E. = II) and the strength 
of adhering to faith + 'dadha-bhetita'. 'Socaye' is د قطنا‎ 
quality consisting essentially in 'bhava-sudhita', i.e., 
purity of heart, purity of motive, purity of sentimen 
broad-based on self-restraint (samyama), a 
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e PILLAR EDICI III 
| (TRANSLATION) ee 
, Thus saith Xing Piyadasi, beloved of the gods : (A person) x 
sees the good deed only, (saying unto himself) this good deed | 


has been done by He. In nowise does he See sin (saying unto 


/self) 'this sin have I committed,’ or "this indeed is a eprev- ` 

 ity.' But this certainly is difficult to serutinize. tleverthe- 4 ۱ 
less, it should be looked into thus : 'theso(passions) indeed | 
lead to depravity, such as violence, eruclty, anger, conceit, 
Came and by means of these may I not cause my fell. This ; 
should certainly be seen to : 'This is to my good for this void ` 
aud this agein is to my good . for the next. b 
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PILLAR XDICT 41V 
(TRANSLATION) 


Thus saith Priyadasi, beloved of the gods : Having been 
consecrated for 26 years, this script on morality was caused to 
be written. The flajukas have been set by me over people (con- 
sisting of) hundreds and thousands of souls. Any reward or 
punishment by them has been placed by me under their control 
(L.J.N. -- I have granted independence to them in matters 
judicial and criminal) in order that the Rajukas may perform. 
their duties with confidence and without fear, cause welfare 
and happiness to the people of the provinces and confer 

۱ (be kind) | 
favours/(upon them). They will make themselves acquainted 
with what gives happiness and pain and will exhort the pe^ 
people of the country in a manner which is in accordance with 
Dhamma, so that they:may propitiate the here and the hereafter. © 
It behoves the Rajukas to serve me (Bhand. - The Rajukas are 
eager to serve me).Purusas will also act according to my desire) 
They too will exhort some so that the Rajukas will strive to ; 


please me. Just as one feels confident (reassured) after making 
over one's offspring to & clever (intellident or experienced) 5 
nurse (saying unto himself? 'the nurse is clever. The nurse | 
will bring up my children nappily. So here Rajukas have been 
appointed by me for the happiness and welfare of the provincie 
als. In order that they may perform their duties with confi- : 
dence, without fear (and) without perplexity(L.J.N. = without ` 


being attracted), for this reason any reward or punishment v 
the fajukas has been placed by me under their sole control : 
(L.J.N. - for this have I made the Rajukas independent ina : 
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their own. (In SHS inya" toi? dEr äe will propitiate 
(the Rajukas) in order to grant their life, and to propitiate 
death they (the. convicta) will give alms and observe fasts 
E hE to the next world. For my desire is that even when 
(in the period of imprisonment) 
/the time has expired, they may propitiate the next world (in — 


this short time)! and that people!s manifold pious acts, self- E 


restraint and allotment for charities may increase. 
-----00000----- 
LE COMMENTS à 
'Nasamtam va nijhapayita': The word 'nijhapayita' signifies . 
'a person to plead for.' A Gatha in &yoghara Jataka speaks of E 
two kinds of ‘nijjhapana,' one 1s that od appealing to the E 
king and convincing him of convict's innocence by calling re- ۰ 
liable witnesses, and the other is that of making the heavenly — 
king of Death relent, and propitiate him vith religious offer- A 
ings (bali-kamma-vasena khamapenti pasadenti). Now, a Jataka 4 
passage says : 'labhamti te rajino nijjhetum ta maccuno nijjh- 
apanam karomti.' Here the word 'nijjhapana' is used predicat- | 
ively of 'maccuno' or death. It appears that here also the 
same idea is intended. Although here we have Rajjukas in place 1 
of the king to whom appeal is to be referred for the commuta- 4 
tion of the sentence or ant other type of ‘relaxation to save 4 
the doomed (jivitaye tanam), the other idea,ix that of plead- E 
ing, the propitiation of death, 15 the seme. The word Wa 


to Asoka : a Propitiation of Raj Jukas ty i the rotations of 
tiation of Detti ty the convict wem ` 
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۱ According ةقان‎ ۳,۹21 CHS WORE Nhs no such sense in 
"the early literature. Id 'Sabda-kalpa-druma it is given to mean 


3 'something received by a woman by way of dowry or wedding pre- 


sent and hence forming her exclusive property.' Dr. Barua 


thinks that 'yote' is equivalent to 'yotre! and 'yotram' of 
Prakrit and Sanskrit respectively, meaning 'given full scope 


or rope, i.e. respite of three days.' 


'Atapatiye me kate! ; Here 'atapatiye' is in apposition to 
'abhihale' and 'damde', THE award of reward or punishment, the 


hearing of cases or judgment, in short, the administration of -. 


justice which was the normal duty of the Rajukas. The express- ۱ 


ion 'atapatiye' means ‘a matter of one's own ۴ Ihe 


consensus of opinion among Asokan scholars is that ‘these are 


metters of the sole concern of the Rajukas, and not of the 
king as suggested by S.N. Mitra. The analogy by which Asoka 


makes us understand tne new situation is that of a father 


being relieved of the worry and anxieties after entrusting his 


child to & clever nurse. Here the father 5 evidently 51 


and subjects.the children, and Rajukas the nurse. In the pre- - 


sent Hiict too, while explaining the analogy Asoka says Ns 
> vi 
'Hevam mama lajuka kata Janapadasa hita-sukhaye,' which shows . 


that the whole charge of the good and happiness of the zc | 
was given to the Rajukas. The immediate object of the measure . 


was to enable them to work on their own initiative and mes 


ponsibility without fear and with self-confidence. 


The statement of Asoka 'atapatiye me kate! implies tha ; 


sword of Democles off their heads, and made them inde 
for the proper discharge of the functions of their 


i iene VARS 


5 be done without ay LI or p favour. 1 1 


$- 


Em I 
zed by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri. 


ES 


BEE of one province were concerned. This was a veritable 4 


evil and Asoka tried to remedy it by nent, over the w 


classes of official of this work. 
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PILLAR EDICT Y 
(TRANSLATION) 


King Piyadasi, the beloved of gods, saith thus ; After the 
26th year of my coronation I have prohibited the slaughter of 


these animals (or beings), viz., parrot, thrush, aluna (aruna), 


ruddy gocse, swan, nandi-mukha, gelata, jatuka{bat), ambakapi- 
lika, dudi (a small tortoise), boneless fish, vedaveyaka (jivam- 
jivaka=cakore, pratridge), ganga-puputaka, samkuja-mache toys, 
ter Si, kaphata (tortoise), seyake (porcupine j, pamna-sase 
(parna-sasa, squirrel ?), the srmara deer, sandake (castrated 
bull ?), oka-pinde, the spotted antelope, white pigeon, domes- | 
tie pigeon, and all quadrupeds which are neither put to use 

nor eaten (as food). A goat, sheep or sow which is pregnant or 
is Xielding milk or their young ones (cubs) up to the age of 

six months are also not to be killed. Cocks should not be 

slain, husk contuining insects should not be burnt, forests 
Should not be burnt to cause havoc or destruction of beasts, zb 
and one animal should not be fed on another animal. On the fi 
three full-moon days of the three four-monthly divisions (of . 
the year), on the full-moon day of the month Pausa, on the 


three days of (every) lunar month, viz, the 14th, 15th and 
the lst, on Dhruva end fast days fish should not be killed 
nor sold. In elephant forests and on ferries all other kinds 7 


animals also should not be killed on these very days. Bulls 


should not be branded on the 8th, 14th and 15th days of every 


Nor should goat, sheep, hog ang other animals that are i 
branded, be branded. Under the constellation Tisya and Pur 
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'Etaya amtalikaye pamna-visati bamdha-mokhani katani' : 

This statement is made with reference to the 26th year of 
Asoka's coronation , (&bhiseka). Asoka effected 25 jail deliveries 
evidently one every year of his reign. The question 18, whether 
the release of prisoners was REN on his birthday anniversaries 
or on the anniversaries of the day of his ‘ebhiseka.' 

۲ Inani ata avadhiyani ketani* ; raz khix Some people 
draw EES SEL that Asoka had altogether stopped the 
Slaughter of animals altogether in sacrifices. Eut from this 
edict it becomes أ‎ clear that he had only restricted the animal 
siaughter. He oniy brought under control the unlimited and l 

extravagant killihg that was in vogue. Animal killing was pro- 
hibited only on 56 days of the year. it is to be noted that 
among the animals that are prohibited from killing the nane 


of the cow is not nentioned. 


- 
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'Catummasigu' : From very ancient times in India the year 
was divided into three parts of four months each, viz., winter 
comprising the months of Kartika, Margasirsa, Pausa and Megha m 3 
summer comprising Phalguna, Caitra, Vaisakha and Jyestha ; and 
Rains comprising Asadha, Sravana, Bhadrapada ans Asvin. Hindu, » 
Buddhist and Jalna mendicants used to pass the four months ef ` 
the rainy season by staying at one place. According to one ; 
ealeulation the fu11-moon day of Caturmasya falls at the end 


to say ër Biereg whieh felis at the ain of the four 
Kasika-vrtt also follows Patanjali and considers "cat 
to signify the *purninas' falling in the نت‎ 
Kartika ES Shalguna. According to this view — 
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PILLAR EDICT VI Á 
۱ Thus says king Piyadasi, Beloved of the gods: since I 
was consecrated twelve years I have caused Dnamma-lipi to be 
written for the welfare and happiness\of the people. Avoiding 
this and that (without violation of this and that -- Bhandarkar) 
they may attain to this and that growth of Dhamua (perceiving): 
thùs lies the happiness and welfare of the people. I scrutinize 
whether as among (my) relatives so anong those far and near -- 
what ? -- whether I bring happiness |to them and I act accord- _ 
ingly. And similarly I examine among all sects, (congregations - 
-- Ehandarker). And sects I have honoured with various honours. 
And that which is examination by' self which is considered 
foremost by me. / The voluntary dávances (to a sect) are 
considered by me as the chief thing./ This Dhamma-lipi has 


been caused to be written by me when crowned twenty-six years. 
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